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MLK Legacy Taking Hold in Canada?
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A Canadian
Perspective

by Lucille Coward, St Laurent,
P.Q. Canada

I am a retired senior citizen
with roots going back to my

birth in Chicago, IL to Jamaican
born parents and a faith journey
which started with membership in
the Southside Christian (Disciples

of Christ) Church of Chicago-
now called Parkway Gardens.

This journey has been enriched

through association with friends

"Someone is holding an earthen Jar...very closely. The jar reminds us of our

like Mildred L. Webb (_Ch!cago, culture, traditions and values to which we must hold, tenaciously and
IL.) and the late Helen Pilgrim carefully."- Water symbolizes life; circle= community; opening= door ;tumed on
end= the cross .LOGO designed by Owen L. Johnson- Montreal 1993. Used

I am a retired sellior citizell
wit" roots goillg back to my
birt" ill C"icagl!, IL ...

Minor. But most of my adult life
and work has been as a resident of
Canada, Thus | feel qualified to
share the following on this sub-
ject.

Many years of my professional life
|See CANADIAN _ VIEW Page 3

in June 12-20, 1993 United Church Heritage Week program book.

The anglophone Black community of

Montreal*

“B
y the middle of the
1960's, a steadily grow-

ing West Indian student popula-
tion in Montreal universities, esti-
mated between 2,000 to 3,000,
dramatically changed the dynam-
ics within the community. En-
veloped in the prevailing atmo-
sphere of Black consciousness
and Black power, these students

,.~~~I~Eat~s,t9.Jh~--Ed'tor-,---
U
old ~~.~~Imbm0’1,n))-

~[I~'~forOl~.S.<:IANS

Welcome for an OldGMP

by Ebert Gaye- Managing Editor of Community

maintained a collision course with
a society they perceived to be
racist and unaccommodating ...

Further adjustments to Canadian
immigration laws in the early
1970's and the economic boom
that was taking place in North
America had a significant impact

|See ANGLOPHONE  Page 3

pages 2-3
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pages 5,8
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The OldiilUers' Grapevine

Year-End Notes to the Editor- wkes:.

ndianapolis-  There is a

French saying, "Partir, c'est

mourir un peu" (to leave is
to die a little -- for me, leaving
Indianapolis is like dying a lot...

I'll treasure all the wonderful,
happy and fond memories gath-
ered during my life in the States.
Such are the parting words to her
friends from a long tenured gen-
eral church staff person for Home-
land Ministries, General Office
and Church Finance Council. |
will be living in Athens, Greece."
-Lambrini Stergiopoulou --

NOTE: Lambrini retired re-
cently. As she returns home she
continues the struggle to over-
come a major illness and covets
our prayer.

St.Louis, MO- | have really en-
joyed the OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE. It is so nice to read
about people | know. Your arti-
cles...are most interesting ... Mar-
jorie Johnson- a retirel[ teacher
and veteran churchleader in
Missouri- mainly Christian
education.

"Knoxville, TN- Mrs. Lillian
Dixon- one of my members- gave
me her copy of a recent OLD-
TIMERS' GRAPEVINE to read.
I have now reached the Oldtimers'
age requirement (smiles) and wish
to become a regular reader. My
donation is enclosed. -The
Rev. Arzolla Cooke, Sr.- Pastor

of Bentley Street Christian
Church-
"Indianapolis, IN- We enjoy the

"Grapevine" and were especially
pleased to read the very fine arti-
cle on the Golden Anniversary of
the Foxes ofFoxwood ...I person-

"They are both in their near
nineties. They were thefirst
‘'women elders -..in the
Woodland Church. "

ally recount the ways in which
our paths, through the providence
of God, have continually crossed
from my early days at SCI, later
in Ohio, and finally here at Mis-
sions Building ...

Over the Thanksgiving weekend,

FOR OUR PRAYER

Please add others..

orman and May Reed
N of Nashville, TN whose
daughter- Lynnette F. Reed- was
killed in a car accident in Novem-
ber. Pastor Reed is senior minister
at Alameda Christian Church and
treasurer of the Greenwood
Cemetery which is owned and op-
erated by the National Christian
Missionary Convention. May is an
assistant librarian at the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society. Ser-
vices for Lynnette were held
November 11 at the Light of the
World Christian Church in Indian-
polis, IN.

Kathryn and | journeyed to
Columbus, Ohio...We had the op-
portunity to visit two of the dear
Elders that | had the privilege to
ordain while pastor of the Wood-
land Church... They are both
homebound but wish to be on the
mailing list for the "Grapevine."
They are both in their near
nineties. They were the first
"women elders™ in the Woodland
Church. Enclosed is a check from
the Ranges as a donation for these
fine elders and from us.

-Ozark Range, Sr.- director of

Black Ministry in the Church's
division of homeland ministries-

|See YEAR-END NOTES P. 3

CIRCLE- 1994

Let us begin with heartfelt
thanks. "

"Dear God, today the snow is
falling- help us to be aware of the
many blessings that have fallen
our way. Today as others strug-
gle with their various concerns,
help us to be grateful for our abil-
ities, and talents to make this a
better world in which to live. Let
us begin with heartfelt thanks.
AMEN *

Placed at the tables in the din-

ing hall of Foxwood Springs
Living Center December 1993.

Page 2



January ~February 1994

Year-End N,otes- qom page 2

"Jacksonville, FL- Congratula-
tions on. the celebration of your
50th anniversary ... As you will
note we have moved into our
condo at the Florida Christian
Center. We love our apartment
and enjoy the old and new friends
we have found here. Among the
old friends are Dr. Orville Wake,
John Updegraff, George Wilson,
Alan Watson, Chet Sillars and
others,

We hope all goes well with the
Robin Run and Foxwood Springs
families. Love to all.

-- Dale and Betty Fiers -- retired
- first GMP of theChris-
tianChurch (Disciples of Christ)

The anglophone black community of

Montreal- from Page 1

on Montreal's Black English-
speaking community. Canadian
immigration figures from that time
show that more than 3,000 highly
skilled Trinidadians came to
Canada; thousands of Barbadians
arrived in the late 1960's and early
1970's; more  than 14,000
Guyanese immigrated; and in
1973 and 1974, some 1,500 Ja-
maicans.

In most cases, these new imnii:"
grants came well equipped with
professional skills and made huge
contributions to the development
of the country ...

With a population of close to

Page 3

60,000 including about 18,000 Ja-
maicans and fairly large groups
from Trinidad, Barbados, Guyana
and other smaller West Indian is-
lands, the English-speaking Black
community has been steadily carv-
ing out for itself a niche in the
social, political, economic and
cultural landscape of this city and
proVince.

Institutions such as the Union
United Church, the Black Com-
munity Council of Quebec...have
been at the forefront. .."

* Excerpts from article in
BLACK HISTORY MONTH,
February 1993 by Ville de Mon-

CANADIAN VIEW

from Page 1

were as staff in the community
outreach ministry of my church.

Last Fall as | watched our
Toronto Blue Jays triumph in their
struggle with the Philadelphia
Phillies for the World Series Base-
ball Championship, | was im-
pressed by more than their ability
to play championship baseball.

I was struck by the cultural diver-
sity reflected in the managerial
staff and the line-up- Do you re-
member?

Soon after arrival in Canad,a we
joined the Union United Church-
the Olgest black congregation in
Montreal. It was established in-
Little Burgundy, the heart of.
Montreal's black communi~y. '

Eventually the congregation had:
affiliation with the United Church
of Canada- a union which came
into being in 1925 between Pres-
byterians, Methodists and Con-
gregationalists.

Historical reality and .critical
emerging socio-economic needs
inthe community caused the con-
gregation to pio~eer in helping
immi-grants-especially black im-
migrants from the Caribbean and
elsewhere-to overcome very diffi-
cult times as they tried to find a
place in Canadian society.

Metro
promise

Montreal, Canada has
of being a Rainbow

[See’CANADIAN VIFW Page 5 |



Old SCIANS Challenged In

olumbus, OH- Some of
C our former S. C. I. ans are
planning a 1994 Reunion ...
The meeting should arouse the in-
active and  non-participating
Alumni to support something ...(i.
e. Southern Christian Institute of
Edwards, MS was the former
homeland ministries secondary
and junior college which closed in
1954 and merged with Tougaloo
College, Tougaloo, MS)

On my 62nd (birthday) in March 1
will use my ministerial certifica-
tion to be in nursing homes doing
pre-marital and marital counsel-
ing...All of my siblings are stillliv-
ing and trying to be productive ...
My father's dream of education
and self-sufficiency for his family
was realized...we all are thankful..
I am.-- Lydan Smith Popps
(Range)--

NOTE: Lydan was an honor
graduate of S. C L who went on
to secure graduate college de-
grees. She became a successful
homemaker, educator and an
active lay church worker.

*kkkk
"Los Angeles, CA- Dr. Enoch
Henry, one of the

'GRAPEVINE'S west coast field
contacts, informs the editor that
N. H. Johnson who passed August
27, 1993 was the son of a pioneer
Texas Disciples of Christ minister.
Another oldtimer on the west
coast who had a homegoing was
Ethel White who died in July of
1993. She was a loyal supporter

e

1993. She was a loyal supporter
of the National Christian Mission-
ary Convention. Enoch reminds us
that she was a daughter of the late
T. B. Frost- a pioneer in the de-
velopment of Jarvis Christian
College.

(Enoch is doing well. He visited
his 94 year old mother in Pales-

tine, TX last summer.)
*khkkk

St. Louis, MO- The "Religion
& Ethics" section of the Post
Dispatch ~ featured the life and

TheOvId.'i"im.ers"G rapevine

"Notes"'-

works of the Centennial Christian
Church led by 66 year old Pastor
Samuel W. Hylton, Jr.

The heading read: "Black Church
Follows Lead of Jesus as Worker.
The half page article pointed out
the pioneer work the congrega-
tion had done in the 1950's and
1960's when the Congress of
Racial Equality met in the church
basement to plan lunch-counter
sit-ins and civil rights marches.

Dr. Hylton, who heads up aa
coalition of ministers, police and
educators mobilized to counter-
act violence in the public schools,
is trying to get the churches to
allocate a percentage of their bud-
gets to start black businesses.

WAKE-UP CALL FOR SCIANS!- See

You In Jackson?

ubbock, TX- The mem-
L ory of joys experienced

at the former Southern Christian
Institute of Edwards, MS must
never die! So declare Jerry
Brown, New Orleans, LA- Class
of 1953- and task group of three
other loyal former SCI-ANS!

The call is to all former SCIANS-
students, faculty and or friends- to
meet in Jackson, MS July 1-4,
1994 for an SCI -MANSION-
MT. BEULAH - SCHOOL RE-
UNION "o4!1"

The sponsors urge interested per-

sons to secure information forms
and return the same so that the
hosts can determine entertain-
ment needs.

Detailed information can be re-
ceived by contacting anyone of
the following persons:

Jerry Brown, 931 Pleasant St.,
New Orleans, LA 70115; Joyce
F. Jackson, 129 Pine Bay Drive,
Jackson, MS 39206; or Renetta
W. Howard, 1310 - 59th. Street,
Lubbock, TX 79412.



I ra  Paternoster- a minis-
ter and general church
administrator-  died December 7,
1993 in the NBA sponsored Ken

Mar Apartments, Martinsville,
VA. He was a gifted story teller
and preacher who served congre-
gations in Carrollton, KY;
Cincinnati, Cuyahoga Falls, and
Dayton, OH. This was followed
by employment by the United
Christian Missionary Society as
the executive secretary of the Of-
fice of Resources and Interpreta-
tion. He also served as an assis-
tant to presidents of the UCMS
Virgil A. Sly and Thomas J.
Liggett. Ira retired May 31, 1971.

Paternoster was born to Aus-
tralian parents while they were at-
tending Lexington Theological
Seminary in Lexington, KY. He

ary ennan  assett o

Preston, VA- 91 years
M old- dedicated elementary

school teacher in Henry
and Pitt sylvania Counties, VA for
thirteen years before devoting the
next 35 years of her professional
life as a librarian in'Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) edu-
cational institutions- died Novem-
ber 8, 1993 while in Friendship
Manor Nursing Home.

Mary Bassett was a quiet, stead-
fast and efficient Christian servant
committed to serving those with
the greatest educational need.
She went to Southern Christian
Institute, Edwards, MS and
served as its librarian from 1936
to 1953

returned with them to Australia
and received some preparation
for ministry at Glen Iris, Mel-
borne, Australia. Though he re-
turned to the States to come
complete college and seminary at
Transylvania College and Lexing-
ton Theological Seminary, he
never lost his Australian accent.
In college he was an athlete and
later an advocate wholesome life-
style and high churchmanship.

He was devoted to his wife, Lu
Cayton, who preceeded him in
death- And to a daughter,

Phyllis and two sons, Gary and
Bruce. Friends and family were in
attendance at a memorial service
held on Tuesday, December 14
at Downey Avenue Christian
Church.

when the home missions institu-
tion closed to merge with Touga-
loo College, Tougaloo, MS. She
went back to Virginia to serve as
librarian at Lynchburg College,
Lynchburg, VA from 1954-1967.
During this tenure from 1960-
1961 she was an exchange librar-
ian at Moray House School of
Education, University of Edin-
burg, Edinburg, Scotland. After
Lynchburg College, she contin-
ued as a part-time reference libar-
ian at Lynchburg Public Libary
from 1967-1972.

|See BASSETT Page 8

CANADIAN VIEW
from Page 3

Coalition community. Thus, our
congregation has been historically
committed to the Martin Luther
King, Jr. dream for one people
with diversity living in community
under God.

Every January our church, in co-
operation with eight other congre-
gations representing various de-
nominations in the metro Mon-
treal area, sponsors a Martin
Luther King Observance. Our
Gospel Choirs and pastors have
key roles in this service.

In June 1983 our congregation be-
gan a Heritage Week Observance
which has drawn participation of
people from across the nation, the
U.S.A. and the West Indies.

In 1992 Mayor Jean Dore' de-
clared that Montreal would be the
first Montreal municipality to offi-
cially celebrate Black History
month. But that emphasis had
been started in the 1970's by
black communities.

United Church began its Outreach
Ministry in 1927 with a Negro
Community Centre to deal with
socio-economic  problems which
plagued black people at that time.
It continues such outreach
through a memorial and a music
scholarship fund for deserving
university students.

June 27, 1993 fifteen students
graduated from a course covering

|See CANADIAN VIEW Page 6 |



DISCIPLES
BETTY FIERS -Rolandk.

macksonvill,e, FL- After liv-
ing some twenty years of
their retirement in their

Palm Beach Shores home, Drs,
A Dale and Betty Fiers have
moved into their condominium in
the Florida Christian Center,
Jacksonville, This is one of the .
newest National Benevolent As-
sociation retirement living com-
munities. It isknown as Cypress
Village.

Under the leadership or' residents
Dr. 'and Mrs. William T. Gibble,
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Osborn, and
NBA Ambassadors Mr.and Mrs.
James Parker, a luncheon was
planned to welcome' the Fiers'.
Some 50 Disciples of Christ- all
residents of the Village- attended.

Dr. Fiers was a key leader in the
restructuring of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and
was elected as the first General
Minister and President in 1968.
Among those present at the lun-
cheon and residents in Cypress
Village were three members of
the General Church Cabinet dur-
ing the Fiers' administration-
William T. Gibole, a retired presi-
dent of the National Benevolent
Association; Roland' K Huff, a
retired president of the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society; and
Rolland Sheafor, a retired presi-
dent of the Board of Church Ex-
tension of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).

During warm and impromptu re-
marks, those assembled voiced

'‘WELCOME A. DALE A'ND

Huff, Reporter

their appreciation for the dynamic
leadership through the years in the
church of both A Dale and
Betty. They were warmly wel-
comed to their new life in the Cy-
press Village retirement living
community.

COUNSELIWIVE ES-
CAPE DEATH!

Faversham, England- Wade
and Margy Rubick of Indi-
anapolis, IN narrowly escaped
serious injury and possible death
November 10, 1993 while vaca-
tioning in England. A tour bus
carrying the Wayne Rubicks and
44 other Americans skidded off a
rain-slick highway in Kent
County of southeastern England.
It plunged down 20 feet down an
embankment landing on its side.
The tour group was en route to
Cantebury Cathedral, when they
hit the back of a van. Ten persons
were killed and 30 injured. The
Rubicks were hospitalized
overnight in the Kent and Canter-
bury Hospital with broken bones
and cuts.

Since Rubick was sitting the in
front seat behind the driver, he
saw the tragic event unfold. 'In a
telephone interview  described
by The Indianapolis Star writer
Gregory Weaver, Wade report-
edly said: "l was the first passen-
ger to be extracted from the bus,

See ESCAPE FATAL Page 8

The -Old,iilners'-Grapevine

CANADIAN VIEW

from Page 5

nine months of intense study.
Classes were held in the church.
They were given broad training
for the operation of a modern of-
fice. There were courses in En-
glish, French and accounting-
both theore-tical and automated.
A government subsidy and help
from the Protestant School Board
of Montreal made this possible.

Leadership has been the key. Pas-
tor E. Leicester 6ighy and wife,
Hazel are both natives ~f Jamaica
who have served congregations in
Trinidad before coming to Canada
for further study and pastoral
charges in Ontario and Quebec.
Union United Church congrega-
tion is made up of blacks origi-
nally from the West Indies, the
United States, early settlements in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and from
Africa. There are also some active
Caucasians.

I am glad that our family has been
associated with developing the
life and mission of the Union
United Church in Montreal.

P~ge 6
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We're Updating Our Mailing List! Check your name sticker!

Note the month/year indicated. That represents the last time
we received a donation from you. If that registration is more
than one year from the time you read this notice, it may indicate
that you have been receiving THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
at someone elses expense. | am sure you will want to update your
commitment. We count on you.

The deadline for response is March 31. If none is received by then,
the editor will assume that you want your name dropped from the
mailing list. We will still love you and look to receive a positive re-
sponse from you later. Season's Greetings!

W. K. Fox, Managing Editor-

DONATIONS SINCE LAST ISSUE-
Thanks so much! .

P hilandria P. Dickerson, Nashville,- TN; Lucille Morri-son, Han-
nibal, MO; Chester A. Sillars, Jacksonville, FL; Lucille Coward,
St. Laurent, P.Q. Canada; Marjorie H. Johnson, St. Louis, MO; E.
W./Verbie Rand, Marshall, TX; Johnnie H. Calvert, El Paso, TX; Vir-
gil/Cleatus Hinds, William/Reubena Fox, Harry/Frances Parsons, Ray-
more, MO; Cornelius/Alpha P. Arnold, Los Angeles, CA; A.
Dale/Elizabeth K. Fiers, Jacksonville, FL; A rzolla Cooke, Knoxville,
TN; Ozark/Kathryn Range, Sr., Indianapolis, IN; Mattie Redd Luzetta
Moss, Columbus, OH; Delores/Richard Highbaugh, Chicago, IL

(Please tear here and mail.)
OLD TIMERS , GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:

Date:
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address: __
Cityfl'own: State

ENCLOSED IS MY DONANON OF $10 $15 $20 Other

Make check out to OLD TIMERS , GRAPEVINE and send to William K.
Fox, EditorIManager - 500 Molt Dr.- Apt 102-, Raymore, MO 64083

Page?

Published six times a year via
donations

William K. Fox, Sr. -
Editor/Manager
Raymore, MO

Wm. K. Fox, Jr- Design
Consultant - San Diego, CA

Sere S. Myers Board Chair
Kansas City, MO

Flo Kallenbach, Vice Chair

Raymore,MO

George Lakes, Secretary
Kansas City, MO
Reubena M. S. Fox,

Treasurer- Raymore, MO

Cornelius W. Arnold
Los Angeles, CA
Kitty Austin
Indianapolis, IN

Ruth Hobbs

Jackson, MS

Roland Huff
Jacksonville, FL

Ernest 1. Newborn
Indianapolis, IN



Bassett Memorial-
Page 6

from

An account of her life carried in
the November 11 issue of the
Roanoke Times & World-News
stated "She was active in the
work of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) wherever she
lived. She traveled extensively in
the 1950's and 1960's around the
world and in the U. S., often vis-
iting institutions of the Christian
Church as she traveled. "

A memorial service held Novem-
ber 11 at Pleasant Grove Christian
Church was jointly officiated by
ministers William Whitehurst and
Terry Willis. Surviving are a
niece, Mary Virginia R. Quinn,
Radford, VA,; a nephew, Walter
Johnson Reynolds, Whitehorne,
VA; one grandniece; four great-
grandnieces; two great-

g THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

grandnieces; two great-grand-
nephews; and cousins on the Bas-
sett and Taylor side of the house-
hold. In lieu of flowers, friends
were encouraged to give memo-
rial gifts to the Lynchburg Col-
lege Library or the Medical
College of Virginia (for research).

Escape Death- from p. 6

terrible sight as | watched them
pull the others out.-, We are all
eager to get home." Trapped and
injured passengers had to be cut
from the bus.

Wade is an attorne;""und retired
as the General Counsel for the
General Office of the Christian
Church. His wife, Margy, is a
free-lance writer.

The Oldtirners' Grapevine

Fangmeier in Print!

Indianapolis, IN- After twelve
years of exhaustive research on
the shinanigans of politicians and
the Ku Klux Klan in the east side
community known as Irvington,
Bob Fangmeier finally got the as-
sistance of the president of the
Indiana Historical Society to get
his work published! In their
newsletter, Julia and Bob said the
book came out in November and
"sales are going well." One
"Author's Signing" at Walden-
books, Washington Square'De-
cember 4 caused 41 books to be
autographed and another signing
was held downtown at Walden-
books December 16r - Bob isa
retired journalist & staff in the
former department of church
and society in DHM..

> 500 Mott Drive- Apt. 102-B
> Raymore, MO 64083
=fVLIVVVLILILILILJ
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"F. Reed (0/00)

1101 Nineteenth Ave. South

Nashville TN 37212
. . MLK Legacy Taking Hold in Canada?--- pages 1,3,5,6
inside ... The anglo phone Black Community of Montreal page 1.3

Old Warriors Move On - pages 5, 8
Welcome for an Old GMP Couple--- page 6
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Jarvis Luncheon Message Lifts New Student Profile*

I

y I z shaping the role of Jarvis for new times could mean developing a profile for 'the Jarvis Stu-
dent for the 21st Century." The profile for the Jarvis student of the 21st Century should be a
picture of a person learning:

to develop a love of Christ, respect of others, and the promotion of community;

to be a self-starters with self-discipline and self-respect;

to become proud of him or herself and their ethnic origin;

to be unafraid to confront the difficult and unusual;

to evolve a wholesome vision of themselves and others;

to be anchored in the Lord with spiritual values which eventually enabie them to function
effectively in whatever vocation, profession undertaken.

o U~ WD

Today President Jenkins and faculty believe that there are black students (and other ethnic as well as
white students) who could fit this profile. There are black and other racial ethnic students who are ca-
pable of academic achievement- in spite of low test scores which may be registered and in spite of defi-
ciencies which may be in some of our educational systems. There are students who are endowed with
academic brilliance- a brilliance that will shine even in the darkness of racism or bigotry and a deep-
ening sense of hopelessness! There are students in all shades of color who should be in the Jarvis stu-
dent body!

Today Jarvis must be on the move to find the exceptional student with adequate or inadequate finan-
cial resources.

JARVIS MUST SEEK students-
a) with talent and high motivation;

JARVIS MUST SEEK students-

b) with innate abilities who have found strength through
adversity;

JARVIS MUST SEEK students-
c) with God-given potential who have persevered against all odds; and

JARVIS MUST SEEK students-
d) with unusual spiritual resources who see virtue in

overcoming challenge.

LET ALL WHO WILL HEAR, HEAR THIS: JARVIS WANTS THE EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT!"

*From an address on RESHAPING THE BASIC ROLE OF JARVIS delivered to the Jan'is Luncheon
during the 13th. Biennial Session (~rthe National Convocation by William K Fox, Sr., Raymore, MO
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ort Worth, TX- Harrell
|: A Rea, pioneer church

planner and administra-
tor among Christian Churches
(Disciples of Christ) in Missouri
and Texas, died at his home July
11, 1994 at age, 76. Memorial
services were held at the Univer-
sity Christian Church of Fort
Worth, followed by a private
burial.

Rea provided extensive church
and community services in the
metro Kansas City area as a pres-
ident of the City Association Fel-
lowship of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ); an executive
secretary of the Christian Church
Commission of Greater Kansas
City; and president of the Com-
mission to Develop a Plan for an
Interchurch ~ Agency in Metropoli-
tan Kansas City. He went to Fort
Worth, TX in 1969 where he had
received his AB. degree from
Texas Christian University and
B.D. degree from Brite College
of Divinity and had served as di-
rector of church development for
the Texas board of Christian
Churches.

Rea was a former southwest re-
gional minister before he retired
in 1982. Survivors include his
wife, Dorothy Arnett Rea of the
home; a son, Robert A Rea,
Breckenridge, Colo.; a daughter,
Melanye Wrighton, Phoenix; and
two grandchildren.

*kkkk

-

Rogersville, TN- Mary Fugate, a
former member of the general
board of the Church and the
board of directors of Church Ex-
tension, announced the death of
her mother, Leola Lee Fugate,
August 29, 1994. Mary, who had
been living in New York for a
number of years and active in the

Page 5

OUR CANADIAN CON-
NECTION REPORTS-

ontreal, Canada-
IVI According  to  Lucille

Coward, a loyal

OLDTIMERS' senior reader in St.
Laurent, P. Q. Canada, Jack
Sullivan, a member of the
Disciples of Christ's Homeland

Ministries staff ofindianapolis, IN
teamed up with Marcus Garvey Jr.

Stuyvesant Heights Christian of Brooklyn, NY, president of the
Church, had returned to A L. Crawford Division of the
Rogersville a few years ago to Universal  Negro  Improvement
provide care for her ailing Association and the African
mother. Memorial services for Communities League in Brooklyn,
Mrs. Leola Fugate were held NY, to bring key-note addresses
September 2, 1994 in the Hasson to 1994 Heritage Week
Street Christian Church of observances sponsored by -the
Rogersville. Union United Church of

Montreal, Quebec. Union United

Church, a congregation affiliated

with the United Church of Canada
since 1925, lifted up Heritage
Week June 11-19, 1994 with a
variety of cultural activities. Jack
Sullivan spoke on Sunday.

There's Life After Retirement- A Sharing of
News and Views- by Ernest Newborn, Sr- OG Director

ne would suppose that retired "church bureaucrats" would not
O be interested in attending more meetings following their retire-
ment. Perhaps this is not so.

Whenever there is a month with 31 days retired Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) general staff meet for breakfast. We share informa-
tion (gossip) and concerns of interest to those of us who are now "out
of the loop." We feel a need to know what's happening among Disci-
ples.

The OLDTIMER'S GRAPEVINE editor has proposed that space be

given in this publication for sharing news and views of interest to read-

ers. As an OG bhoard member I've accepted the responsibility.

[See MARY MITCHELL, Page 6
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Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow! !!

RNOLD'S GIVE
A SCHOLARSHIP
*Los Angeles, CA- Antioch
Christian Church recently hon-
ored Drs. Cornelius and Alpha
Arnold for their faithfulness in
church attendance for the past
two years and a $5000 scholar-
ship for two young students The
"home membership” of the
Arnold's is the United Christian
Church of Los Angeles where
Major Fountain is pastor. Curtis

Carraway is the senior minister at
Antioch Christian  Church.

200 PLUS AT SCI REUNION

*Jackson, MS- Approximately
200 persons attended a successful
Southern  Christian Institute Re-
union Event July 2-4, 1994 in
Jackson/Tougaloo  and Edwards,
MS. Drs. Jesse B. Mosley
(Jackson, MS) and Philip Rushing
(Montgomery,  AL) were key-
note speakers for the banquet and
worship servic.es, respectively.
Among the seniors present, be-
sides banquet speaker Mosley,
were Carnella Jamison Barnes,
the 92 year old SCI alumnus and
retired national church staffer
from Los Angeles, CA and Mari-
lynne Hill, former SCI faculty
member and retired overseas mis-
sionary and general church staffer
from Indianapolis, IN. Dr. Se-
betha Jenkins, President of Jarvis
Christian College, was among the
other noteables present.

A black and white print of the fa-
mous S. C. 1. "Mansion" building
was shared with the Reunion-
Committee by Jean Long Dillinger
of Oakland, CA It enabled them
to produce a souvenir plate for the
Event.

FIVE BANG EXPLOSIONS
TO-DATE IN NEWBORN, SR

Indianapolis, IN- Ernest and Jan-
ice Newborn, Sr continue to ex-
perience "1994- The Year that
Wasl" June through September
has been used to bring the events-
to-date equal to the magnitude of
a five bang outer space explo-
sionsl

"Explosion” number one: Mary
Jo Newborn of San Diego, CA,
their daughter teaching in the
University of San Diego law

Mary Mitchell

school, was recently lifted in rank
to a professorship and launched
an earnest preparation for a
September  wedding!

"Explosion” number two: Janice,
the mother, in recognition of her
services in the church and immi-
nent retirement, experienced a tu-
multuous tribute action and pro-
gram during the International
CWF Quadrennial Assembly in
July at Purdue and the CWF Lun-
cheon during the 13th biennial
session of the NCCC in Kansas
City, MO!

"Explosion” number three: Ernest
1. Newborn, Jr. ofIndianapolis,

IN who had been serving as assis-
tant general counsel and assistant
corporate  secretary for
Indianapolis-based insurance bro-

| See FIVE BANGS Page 7 |

- An Interview with a General

Staff Retiree- by Earnest 1. Newborn, Sr

ary E. Mitchell's

resume

indicates

many years of experience with four

different  Indianapolis
ples of Christ church organizations.

Newborn:

based Disci-

Mary, when did you begin working

at Missions Building and how many years did

you serve the church there?
Mitchell:
Newborn:
signments?

Would you describe

| was 37 when | started and retired at age 62.
the nature of some of your early as-

See INTERVIEW Page 8
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The Fruits of Good Stewards

ONORS SINCE THE
D LAST ISSUE: Lesly
Smith, Doramai  Allen,
Chicago, IL; Rufus Lewis, Jr.,
Birmingham, AL; Tom Toler,
Bakersfield, CA; Chas/Christine
Holmes;  Glenn/Charlotte Shoe-
maker, Raymore, MO; Jane Davis
Morgan, Danville, KY; Elizabeth
A. Hartsfield, Lexington, KY; Am
Hohman, Louisville, KY; Lorraine
P. Dudley, St. Louis, MO; James
Reed, Wade/Margaret Rubick,
Raymond Brown, Ruth E. Deer,
HaldorlRuth ~ Heimer, Indianapo-
lis, IN; Berda R. Sewell, K.
David/ViolaRuth Cole, Kansas
City, MO; Marie Brown, Dallas,
TX; Alfred/Henrietta Edwards,
Des Moines, 1A; Eunice Miller,
Fairfax, S.c.; Bertha L. Marshall,
Jackson, MS; Louise
Columbia, MO;
Hicks, Dayton, OH

Moseley,
Verlesta B.

ANNIVERSARY  TIME IN THE
CHRISTIAN  MINISTRYI

King David Cole' and his wife,
Violaruth, of Kansas City, MO
were given high tributes July 21,
1994 bythe Swope Park United
Christian Church and community
groups for Pastor Cole's twenti-
eth year of service to that con-
gregation.

The Senior Pastor is in his 49th.
year as an ordained Christian min-

ister, and has given significant
service and leadership in all as-
pects of the Christian

Church.(Disciples of  Christ).

FIVE BANGS! -from
Page 6
ker, The Association Group since

92, was appointed vice president,
general counsel and corporate
secretary.

"Explosion” number four, Ernest
1. Newborn, Sr, the father, took
the "risk" of becoming a Presbyte-
rian by accepting a call to serve
another interim ministry with the
Immanuel Presbyterian USA
Church of Indianapolis.

number five oc-
baby E. Joshua

And "Explosion™
curred  when

Page 7
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The Mary Mitchell Interview -from Page 6

u

itchell: My first assignment included service in the National
M Christian Missionary Convention office. Later when | served as

vice-president  and treasurer of the Church Finance Council |
continued to deal with NCMC financial affairs. | retired from the posi-
tion with the Finance Council in 1992.

Newborn: What other organizations have you served?

Mitchell: | served with the Division of Homeland Ministries and helped
administer the Missions Building Credit Union.

Newborn: Please share an especially memorable experience as a general
church staff person.

Mitchell: | was present at Transylvania College in 1969 when the Na-

tional Christian Missionary Convention became the National Convoca-
tion. That was an historic event in the life of our church.

Newborn: Do you have additional comments about your life and work,
including your life after retirement’)

Mitchell: It was always ajoy and privilege to work with church organi-
zations such as the General Reconciliation and Week of Compassion
committees. Now that | am retired, | really have time and enjoy serving

with my local congregation (Eastgate Christian Church) as assis-

September - October 1994

tant financial secretary and chair of the
stewardship and finance committee. As

fiM~~
meaningful and

-.n -.,
continues to be

challenging for me.

Names Now- Joys Later!

ii: Get your name to
.} Cecil F. Higgs, On-
woni:i Site Coordinator for
1ihe Jarvis Christian

=......College

HANDS

ON MISSION
PROGRAM today!

Learn about the
opportunities which lie

ahead for you!

Send to P.O. Box G
Hawkins, TX 75765

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
RAYMORE,MO
PERMIIT NO. 30.

HowardIMargaret Short (2194)

7364 Cornell Ave.
St Louis, MO 63130

Inside This Issue

*President Thomas . Convocation Message
*Proposal for a 21sl Century Jarvis Student
*There is Life Afler Retirement
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JANICE NEWBORN TO JOIN
HUSBAND IN RETIREMENT

ndianapolis, IN- It will

be a long way from Janice

R. Newborn's senior high
school graduation in Youngstown,
OH and a batchelor's degree in
music education from Youngstown
University to December 31, 1994.
and retirement from being the
administrator  of the Office of
Disciples of Women in the Division
of Homeland Ministries.

After sixteen years as a quiet but
earnest Christian lady committed
to quality service in the General
Office of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Janice was
given an outpouring of honor and
respect with a special program of
recognition  during the 1994
International ~ Christian Women's
Fellowship Quadreimial June 22-26
at Purdue University in West
Layfayette, IN. Money was given
in her name to a fund which
benefits women with special need.

She has been responsible for the
administration of a wide range of
programs and activities including
ongoing general program planning
and  implementation of the
Christian ~ Women's  Fellowship
(CWF) in the United States and
Canada. She was also

Janice Newborn- a quiet but
earnest Christian lady com-
mitted to quality service

Women's Fellowship and World
Christian Women's  Fellowship.
and given service as the General
Coordinator of the 1986 Interna-
tional Christian Women's Fellow-
ship Quadrennial Assembly,

Her faith journey includes the
birth of a son and and daughter.

Inside This Issue

Raymore, Missouri-

Life Shared with
Family, Church,
Profession,

The son, Ernest Joshua Newborn,
Jr. is a practicing attorney with a
major corporation. The daughter,
Mary Jo, is a professor of law in
San Diego, CA university. Both-
followed in the footsteps of Jan-
ice's deceased father, Clarence L.
Robinson, a higWy respected
Youngstown lawyer and two of
her brothers who are also attor-
neys.

The journey has also involved
being a public school teacher in
Ohio, Missouri and the District of
Columbia as well as being an ad-
ministrative assistant to a Mis-
souri state senator with offices in
Jefferson City.

Her husband, Dr. Ernest 1. New-
born, Sr. retired in 1992 from the
general church staff as the admin-
istrative director for the Reconcil-
iation Fund in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Meantime she has been immersed
in the life of Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) congrega-
tions and regions as a leader. She
was president of the Minister's
Wives and Spouses Fellowship of
the National Convocation. Janice
will also be busy in retirement.
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'Lifting up the Blessings of Oldtimers-

Behold the Redwood
Tree*

"

The redwood tree is different
from most other trees. The roots
of most trees extend as deep down
into the ground as the branches
extend and spread toward the sky.
Not so with the redwood tree. Its
roots are shallow. They do not go
very deep into the ground. A red-
wood tree standing alone is not
very strong and stable. The red-
wood trees tend to grow close to-
gether. The roots are entwined.
This provides strength and stabil-
ity for survival. Because of their
togetherness the trees are capable
of withstanding the stormy winds.

On this your wedding day may
God grant that you and your fami-
lies be entwined and united as the
redwood trees. May your togeth-
erness give you strength and sta-
bility to face the stormy winds of
life.

"Written by Ernest J. New-
born, Sr. and delivered during
the  weddings of  nephew
Phineas ill September 6, 1994
and daughter, Mary Jo October
2,1994.

Celebrate 65th Year of
Ordination

Los Angeles, CA- Area friends
and associates of Dr. Cornelius
Arnold  will sponsor a program
December 4, 1994 to celebrate the
his sixty-fifth  anniversary  of

ordination to the ministry. He
founded the 92nd St. Church and
was senior pastor 43 years. His
wife, Alpha, a partner in ministry
and, school teacher, joined him
in  serving churches in seven
states.

Bethany Honors Fiers

Jacksonville, FI- Dale and Betty
Fiers returned to Bethany College
October 14-15 for the 65th.
Homecoming Reunion of Dale's
Class of 1929. The event was
highlighted by the dedication of
the 5.3 million dollar Health and
Fitness Center. A section of the
complex was provided by a gift
from Hugh E. Joyce, Fiers' son-
in-law, a Bethany trustee and
daughter Barbara Fiers Joyce
(deceased) in honor of A. Dale
Fiers, retired as first GMP for the
Church.

"Pioneers" Honored
Hawkins, TX- During the First
Annual Pioneer Hall of Fame

Enshrinement Banquet sponsored
October 15, 1994 at Jarvis
Christian College, widely known
senior alumni of the college were
given the "Distinguished Alumni
Award" by President Sebetha
Jenkins. Among the recipients
were the following who have been
leaders in the Christian Church
for more than a half century:
Carnell a 1. Barnes (Los Angels,
CA); Emmett 1. Dickson and
Ozark Range, Sr. (Indianapolis,
IN); Alonzo Smith (Greenville,
TX); Allen  Franklin Smith
(Jackson, MS) and Earl Wads-
worth Rand (Marshall, TX).

President Jenkins said the Pioneer
Hall idea is another way the
college seeks to inspire students
by lifting up the achievements of

some of its many graduates.

Dorothy Sweatt Retirement Reception
Attended by City and Church Leaders

Kansas City, MO- *Dorothy M. Sweatt,  widely known
church organist and dedicated member of Swope Park
United Christian Church, was feted with a program and reception
September 25, 1994 at Swope Park United Church .. Mrs. Sweatt had
served the congregation as organist for 25 years and worked with
children and youth .. She has.also been the organist for Central Christian
Church of Kansas City, MO and has voluntary relationships with other
community and church groups.

The invitation to the Program noted that "Through her service as
church organist, we have been blessed with many, many skits, plays and
musicals that have been a delight.” A task group co-chaired by Marion
E. Leigh and Grace T. Swinton coordinated the event. K. David Cole is
senior pastor.
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|Adopting an Attitude of Thanksgiving

hrough the remaining
T weeks of 1994 and the
dawn of 1995 we join
with millions of fellow Americans
in expressing thanksgiving for
being Americans.

The early Pilgrims observed
Thanksgiving by focusing on the
blessing of food. Hunger is the
prime fruit of poverty. It is essen-
tially a matter of life and death.
Often survival is dependent upon
the creative effort of the individual

Let us adopt a continuing
attitude of thanksgiving to God
for being who and whose we are.
Let us look for opportunities to
share ...

or group. Some of us who lived
through the Great Depression
which followed the stock market
crash of 1929, may know some-
thing about the degrading impact
of poverty and the daily struggle
to get something to eat.

When | went overseas for the first
time in 1972 on the first "Church-
to-Church  Visitation" sponsored
by our denomination, | saw the
ravaging effect of hunger. | re-
member leaving the comfortable
quarters in the Mission Center in
Bangkok, Thailand and going to
down a road to the Catholic mis-
sion which went through a city
dump. | looked out of the window
of our bus to see a young woman
with a child fastened to her back,
feverishly burrowing through the

rubble and filth in search of some-
thing she might turn into the
means for having something to
eat.

We should adopt a continuing

attitude of thanksgiving to God
for being who we are. In the
months ahead let us look for op-
portunities to share with persons
who hunger for food and caring.

OIDTHRS\ GVRAPEVIIf

MANAGING EDITOR W. K. FOX (left) AND DIRECTOR GEORGE LAKES
(center) converse at the booth with Rev. Welsey S. Sims, Ir of Dallas, TX. The editor
and director Lakes were the principal OLDTIMERS' representatives in the booth.

Oldtimers' Directors Support Convocation Booth
and Greeting in the Program Book

aymore,  MO- Thanks are in order to the members of the

R OLDTIMERS' BOARD OF DIRECTORS who shared a finan-

cial gift and interest to enable our newsletter to have a credible

booth and exhibit during the 13th. biennial session of the National Con-

vocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which met in
Kansas City, MO at the Downtown Marriott Inn August 5-9, 1994.

Many saw that we were "alive and well" and some decided to become
readers. The booth lifted up church leaders who were deceased but
"sowed the seed" which brings light and life for many of us who still live.
This idea came from Director Harvey Thomas of Chicago, IL.

Readers were urged to send in names and addresses of potential new readers.
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McMickle Leads A.D.M. Workshop on Spirituals

n historic precedent was set during the 1994 session of the Association of Disciples Musicians when
musician Marthetta G. McMickle of Park Manor Christian Church- a senior in her late seventies- was

invited to hold an "Option Seminar" for the first time on Negro Spirituals.

In her introduction McMickle states "The Negro spirituals are America's ONLY folk music. In 1619, a Dutch
vessel landed at Jamestown, Virginia, bringing 20 African natives to American shores. Over the years, millions
of men, women and children were brought from Africa and sold into American slavery. These people were
from various localities of Africa, speaking different languages and dialects. Coming into an alien civilization,
and having to learn a strange language, these slaves, nevertheless, gave the world the Negro spirituals which
have survived for more than 300 years. The background for these spirituals was mainly the King James version
of the Bible- often misunderstood or misinterpreted in hearing, because Negro slaves were forbidden to learn
reading and writing. Most of the Scriptures which they heard preached by white preachers focused on passages
concerning the relationship between slaves and slave masters. The slaves related the experiences of the Is-
raelites and their suffering in Egypt, to their own oppression by slave masters. Thus most of the spirituals have
the theme of freedom in the hereafter, since they heard of freedom that believers have in Christ, and they were
aware of the penalty for attempting to flee their slavery for freedom in the NOW ...

The native musical talent and instinct of the Negro came with him from Africa. The Fisk Jubilee Singers of Fisk
University, Nashville, Tennessee, were first to introduce Negro spirituals to the world as they toured the

In the Negro spirituals, the slaves expressed their religious hopes andfears, faith and doubts, ethical
and theological views, and sounded exhortations and warnings....She felt that Negro spirituals are
"unique because they tell the story of a whole race of people. " The Association of Disciple Musicians
Worshop chairman for the 1994 meeting agreed with Mrs. McMickle's thinking and gave her the
opportunity to have the Option workshop.

United States and Europe between 1871 and 1875. The original group consisted of five women and four men,
began touring in 1867 to raise funds for the school, but barely made expenses. The enlarged group, which later
became the Fisk Jubilee Singers, made their first tour in 1871, which netted the University $150,000.

Later, the late Roland Hayes and the late Paul Robeson, world famous male vocalists, included Negro spiritu-
als in all of their concerts, a practise which still exists among NegrofBlack vocalists. Before the Fisk University
Singers and other choral groups and Negro vocalists began to sing the Negro spirituals, these songs were
passed from one generation to another, ear-to-ear. and by word of mouth.

Following the Civil War, there were pioneers who set about the task of collecting these spirituals to preserve
them for future generations. After the Emancipation Proclamation, many Negroes "divorced” themselves from
the spirituals and it was not until much later that the words and music were recorded and arranged for singing
by congregations and choral groups. Finally, the emancipated Negro began to be reawakened to the value and
beauty of this music. In the Negro spirituals, the slaves expressed their religious hopes and fears, faith and
doubts, ethical and theological views, and sounded exhortations and warnings. "

Mrs. McMickle introduced recordings and profiles of famous singers and groups who rendered the Negro
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A Precedent Setting Event for A.D.M!

spiritual. She made appropriate comments on such renditions. Among such singers and groups were Paul
Robeson, Fisk Jubilee Singers, Marian Anderson, Rosa Page Welch, The Old Fashion Revival Hour Quartet,
Ethel Waters, The Laymen Singers, and The Anita Kerr Singers.

Mrs. McMickle is a teacher of music and member of the Park Manor Christian Church, Chicago, IL where she
has been a volunteer organist. church historian, and adult bible teacher for many years. She has belonged to the
Association of Disciple Musicians where she has been a participant in its annual sessions since 1976. She
served a three year term on the Association of Disciple Musicians Planning Council from 1985 to 1988.

In the April 1993 ADM Newsletter, there was a short paragraph she says "caught her eye." It said, "If you
feel you could teach an Option in the future, please submit your name, a brief summary of what you would
teach, and your background." She had never recalled an Option being led on Negro spirituals. She felt that
Negro spirituals are "unique because they tell the story of a whole race of people.” The ADM Workshop
chairman for the 1994 meeting agreed with Mrs. McMickle's thinking.

*kkkkkkkk

FOOT NOTE: DEEP RIVER- An Interpretation of Negro Spirituals, by Howard Thurman, 1945
Years ago, Howard Thurman, the widely known spiritualist and thoughtful speaker, once gave four medita-
tions which he said "were given as addresses in the regular Sunday morning Worship Services of the Church
for the Fellowship of All Peoples in San Francisco. They are the result of reflections upon the insights that
are implicit in the texts of the songs.” As a footnote to Mrs. McMickle's outline, the editor shares these ex-
cerpts from Thurman's reflections on the spiritual A BALM IN GILEAD:

"There is a balm in Gilead, To make the spirit whole, There is a balm in Gilead, To heal the sin sick souL"
"The peculiar genius of the Negro slave is revealed here in much of its structural splendor. The setting is the
Book of Jeremiah. The prophet has come to a "Dead Sea" place in his life. Not only is he discouraged over
external events in the life oflsrael but he is also spiritually depressed and tortured. As a wounded animal he
cried out- "Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? It is not a question offact that he is
raising- it is not a question directed to any particular person for an answer. It is not addressed either to God
or to Israel. But rather it is a question raised by Jeremiah entire life. He is searching his own soul. He is
stripped to the literal substance of himself and is turned back upon himself for an answer. Jeremiah is saying
actually, "There must be a balm in Gilead; it cannot be that there is no balm in Gilead." The relentless win-
nowing of his own bitter experience had laid bare his soul to the end that he was brought face to face with the
very ground and core of his own faith. The slave caught the mood of this spiritual dilemma and with it, did an
amazing thing. He straightened the question mark in Jeremiah's sentence into an exclamation point. There is
a balm in Gilead! Here is a note of creative triumph. The melody itself is most suggestive. It hovers around
the basic scale without straying far afield. Only in one place is there a sharp lifting of tonal eyebrow- a sug-
gestiton of escape and then the melody swings back to work out its destiny within the zones of melodic agree-
ment.

The basic insight here is one of optimism. It is an optimism that grows out of the pessimism oflife
and transcends it. It is an optimism that uses the pessimism oflife as raw material out of which it creates its
own strength ... The slave made this discovery long ago..."
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ean Long Dillinger of

J Oakland,CA- was
memorialized September

18, 1994at the Mills Grove Chris-
tian Church. She had died a quick

and unexpected death from pan-
creatic cancer.

Jean was born in Vicksburg,
MS.This Spring Jean shared a
black and white print of the fa-
mous Southern Christian Institute
"Mansion™ building in Edwards,
MS with a group of former SCI
students planning a Reunion
Meeting in Jackson, MS July 2-4,
1994. It enabled them to produce
a souvenir plate for that event.

"The Mansion" had been the
beloved home of the Long family
where Jean had spent many won-
derful times in her youth. That one
small gift to former SCI students
will continue to broaden the ripple
of light and good will started
years ago by the John Long presi-
dential family of SCI.

Her sister, Lois Long Thompson
of Los Angeles, CA reports that
Jean had served as organist for the
Mills Groves Church for twenty-
five years. She loved the church
very much. Her former pastor,
James Smedley asserts "She never
knew what color she was." Jean
joined Lois to a visit to a niece in
Colorado this August. Upon her
return home she became sick and
had to be hospitalized and during
the week following the tests she
died. Lois reports that

people of all colors, races and

religions had streamed into her
hospital room.
Jean was a member of several

professional ~ organizations  and
district committees. She was a
former president of Delta Kappa
Gamma Sorority and the East Bay
Reading Association.

Jean graduated from Drake
University in Des Moines, 1A with
a Batchelors of Music and

November - December 1994

husband, William Dillinger; mother,
Mrs. Olive  Long, Orange, CA,;
sister and brother-in-law, Lois and
Rhodes Thompson, Los Angeles,
CA, and other relatives and a host
of friends.

*kkkk
isteria (Virginia)
Spencer Reid of
Martinsville, VA-, a

faithful member of Mt. Olive East
Christian Church, passed away July
29, 1994 .. A key line in her obituary
read "Her Christian life was the

|-S-h-e--0-ve-d-t-h-e-c-h-u-r-ch-v-ery-m-u-cfragtance of a beautiful flower and

EI ormer astor,, James
medley ass rts She™ never

knew what color she was. "

courses at  Fisk  University,
Nashville, TN and Chapman
College, Orange, CA. She had
started her teaching career at
Mexican Christian Institute, San
Antonio, 1X before employment

and eventual retirement from the
Oakland, CA public school system.

According to Los, her sister, Jean
had adopted a hobby of writing
stories for children about one and a
half years ago. Her stories
emphasized multicultural
opportunities and people who had
physical limitations.

Several days after her death she
received a letter stating that another
story had been accepted for
publication. This would have been
her second story that had been

her influence will ever live in this
community where she resided."

She was married to the Ilate
Governor Edward Reid, Sr. for 52
years. Six children were born to that
union

As a young lady of 19 she became
active in a variety of church affairs;
devoted much to time to teaching
bible school with a special interest in
intermediates  and  youth.  She
achieved ordination to deaconship
in April of 1977 and was elected an
elder in August of 1993.

Among those left to mourn her loss
are John Ward Spencer, Bessie M.
Spencer and Odetta S. Redd of
Martinsville, VA; Louise S. Long of
Lima, OR" Inell S. Patterson of
Palmyra, NY, and a host of other
relatives and friends.

Rev. Kenneth Davis conducted the
memorial services.
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any thanks to the follow-
M ing for donations since
the last issue of THE
OLDTIMERS' -Sere Stacy My-
ers, Robert/Mary Watson, Kansas
City, MO; Cleo E. Bilyea, Ray-
more, MO; Erbie B. Person, Los
Angeles, CA; Lois Thompson &
Olive Long, Claremont, CA;
Valeska H. Williams, St. Louis,
MO; Dorothy Mason, Las Vegas,
NY; E. Joshua Newborn, Jr, Indi-
anapolis, IN; A. DalelBetty
Fiers,Jacksonville, FL.

YOU ARE HELPING US
FULFILL OUR
PURPOSEI

Loyal Oldtimers' readers who re-
member the importance of mak-
ing financial donations are greatly
appreciated.

Our dependence upon your per-
sonal donations e.nablesus to ser-
vice a multi-ethnic network of
senior citizens interested in shar-
ing their social and spiritual en-
richment experiences. We make
witness to our ethnically diverse
and dynamic Christian communi-
ties.

Further, when an "oldtimer" re-
tires or makes "The Great Tran-
sition,” your financial donation
enables us to say a special word
in memorial. Such a word might
be a stimulus and/or confirmation

for others who read such words.

We think that these goals make
the existence of THE OLD-
TIMERS' GRAPEVINE unique;
especially for senior members in
the Christian (Disciples) church.

Our goals will be realized when
you not only read the newsletter,
but also share some of your expe-
riences with us in writing so oth-
ers. Please send the editor some-
thing you want share.

Make THE OLDTIMERS' a
"Christmas Gift" tofriends!
Send us names, addresses and a
donation! Season's Greetings!

The date listed behind your name
is the last time our records show
you made a donation. SHALOM!

"\~~~ y~! jYvew v}
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Published six times a year via
donations

William K. Fox, Sr. - Editor/Manager
Raymore,MO
Wm. K. Fox, Jr- Design
Consultant - San Diego, CA

Sere S. Myers Board Chair
Kansas City, MO

Flo Kallenbach, Vice Chair

Raymore,MO

George Lakes, Secretary
Kansas City, MO
Reubena M. S. Fox,

Treasurer- Raymore, MO

Cornelius W. Arnold
Los Angeles, CA
Kitty Austin
Indianapolis, IN

Ruth Hobbs

Jackson, MS

Roland Huff
Jacksonville, FL

Ernest J. Newborn
Indianapolis, IN
Harvey Thomas

Chicago,IL

(Please tear here and mail.)

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:

City/Town:

Date:

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF $10 $15_ $20_ Other

Make check out to OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE and send to William K.
Fox, EditorIManager - 500 Mott Dr.- Apt. 102-B Raymore, MO 64083
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Moving Toward "A Rainbow of Hope"

that hope for a better

tomorrow  could come
through a bolt of lightening hitting
the sanctuary of a church and
burning it beyond repair. But that
is what happened August 13,
1994 to the 99 year old First
Christian Church in Louisiana,
MO. The building is a registered
national historical site. Members
are making plans to celebrate the
church's 100th anniversary next
October.

It may seem impossible

All but four of its stained glass
windows valued at $800,000 were
destroyed. A large golden cross
above the pulpit was untouched.
The historic pipe organ was cov-

ered by a section of the ceiling
which fell over it like a bed spread
to protect it from fire and water.
The next day stunned worship-
pers came for service and viewed
the ruins. A fire hose was arching
a spray over the remains as the
sun streamed through the gutted
windows to form a rainbow. An
editorial in the local paper called
it" a rainbow of hope."

Church and community groups
have rallied to help First Christian.

Church life is going on in the
educational  building which re-
mained untouched. First Church

has hope and plans to rebuild.

As the celebration of Christ's birth

November - December 1994

comes nearer to us, the star of
hope lies ahead. The lightening
bolts of difficult times may corne
to us, but the God presence in our
lives can arch a spray of divine
grace over us and bring a rainbow
of hope. Christ is the reason for
the season.Plan now to bring
more of that "Rainbow of Hope"
into your life. (John 3:16)
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