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"The Building" was Dedicated Servants Nurturing God's Gospel

Seed Throughout the World. May this continue!

This feeling of being on the "same
team" fostered a sense of the
largeness of church. The physical
facilities and activities within the
building provided a close proxim-
ity between the staff of church

units and organizations. Thus, dur
ing my administration the Na

At one point in time, Missions
Building existed within a
community  which fostered
attitudes that were hostile to
the Archibald McLean dream
of a reconciled and Christian
society

tional ~ Convocation developed
collaborative  relationships ~ with
the Division of Overseas Min-
istries and the Council on Chris-
tian Unity. This led to my over-
seas travel in behalf of the Church
and Convocation and the develop-
ment of on-site connections with
church leaders in East and West
Africa, Japan, and Jamaica. Pro-
gram committees of the National
Convocation were encouraged to
internationalize  their  outlook.

World church leaders were fea-
tured on several of our biennial
session programs.

We were blessed in living within a
block of Missions Building during
our ten years of service. Thus,
Mrs. Fox always felt that Missions
Building was a community facility
which was a real resource for our
family. She recounts attending the
"Brown Bag" fellowship meetings
held by Missions Building women;
selling UNESCO Christmas cards
in the foyer of the Building. When
friends and family visited us they
would never return to their homes
without paying a visit to Missions
Building.

At one point in time, Missions
Building existed within a commu-
nity which fostered attitudes that
were hostile to the Archibald
McLean dream of a reconciled
and Christian society. Mrs. Fox
and | saw Missions Building as a
living witness to the reconciling
spirit of Jesus Christ as persons
from a variety of ethnic, racial,
and cultural backgrounds endeav-
ored to work together inthe prop-

(Continued from Page 4)

agation of the Gospel Message
around the world. Thus, we felt
privileged to work in such a build-
-ing and live fully within such a
community. We saw ourselves as
a small part of the fulfillment of
the Archibald McLean "Pro-
phecy."

We earnestly pray that church ad-
ministrators will be enabled to use
future facilities for the Interna-
tional Offices of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) to
continue the implementation of
the unfinished, Gospel mission
based on Archibald McClean's
dream for releasing a "great spiri-
tual energy that will affect people
around the world."

SIGNED: William K. Fox, Sr. -
Raymore, MO

NOTE: This statement was writ-

ten in response to the invitation
from the GMP 's Office to share.
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~WeBegin Our 4th Consecutive Year "In the Black!"

12\ onors sincE LasT
~ ISSUE: Garand/Barbara
Farmer, Donald/Mary

N. Vernon/Lo Ann
Gertude Dimke,

Mitchell,
Blankenship,
Lorenzo Evans,
Enix, Irene/Charles Mills, Robert
AlJulia S. Fangmeier; Indianapo-
lis, IN; Cornelius/Alpha Arnold,
Los Angeles, CA; Cavannah
Clark, Oklahoma City, OK; Ruth
E. Ellington, University City,
MO; Earl\ Verbie Rand, Marshall,
TX; Arthur/Mae Young,
Dorothy/Hobart ~ Sweatt, Velma
Warrick, Kansas City, MO;
Wayne/GeneveSelsor,

Ckarence/Betty Doss, Raymore,

MO; Walter/Grace  Giffin, Sun
City, AZ;Humphrey
KlIMarguerite  Jackson, Dayton,

OH; Bess R. Terry, New York,
N.Y.; Arzolla Cooke, Knoxville,
TN; Lorraine Dudley, St. Louis,
MO; Lucille Coward, St. Laurent,
P.Q. Canada; Mildred L. Webb,
Harvey, IL; Enoch W. Henry, Jr.,
Los Angeles, CA; Charles/Sarah
Berry, Jr, Grambling, LA.

Thanks to devot~d people like
you who are not only happy to
read THE OLDTIMERS'

GRAPEVINE, but also make a
donation to help it meet operating
expenses, we can begin another
year IN THE BLACK!

The real challenge, however, is
for those of us who read THE
OLDTIMERS' to dedicate more
of their time to making the
GRAPEVINE- the NETWORK!
You can do that by letting other

Elizabeth M.

seniors know about your experi-
ences as a viable senior citizen
and Disciple of Christ! Just give
the manager-editor a telephone
call or written, typed or faxed no Raymore, MO
tee. Wm. K. Fox, Jr- Design
Consultant - San Diego, CA
It would also be enriching if you
would share a poem or other cre-
tive writing you have done. Such

Sere S. Myers Board Chair
Kansas City, MO

Flo Kallenbach, Vice Chair

Raymore, MO

George Lakes, Secretary
Kansas City, MO
Reubena M. S. Fox,

Treasurer- Raymore, MO

PLEASE NOTE
NUMBER BEHIND YOUR
NAME IN THE ADDRESS
TO SEE OUR RECORD
OF YOUR LAST

Cornelius W. Arnold
Los Angeles, CA
Kitty Austin
Indianapolis, IN

material might relate to advice Rult(h Hobbs
and counsel seniors would like Jackson, MS
Roland Huff

younger persons to ponder. Jacksonville, FL

Ernest J. Newborn
Indianapolis, IN
Harvey Thomas

Chicago,IL

OLDTIMERS' is interested in
promoting intergenerational com-
munication.  We would publish
such exchanges in OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE.

(Please tear here and mail.)

GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:
Date:

OLDTIMERS'

Name:
Address:

City/Town: State:

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF $10_ $15_ $20_ Other

Make check out to OLDTIMERS'
Fox, Editor/Manager - 500 Mott Dr.- Apt. 102-B Raymore, MO 64083
PHone: 816-331-7323 or FAX: 816-331-7181
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Published six times a year via donations

William K. Fox, Sr. - Editor/Manager

GRAPEVINE and send to William K.



Airman Active- from ENDOWMENT
page 3 SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
painted red to signify a pilot{ The NationalChristian Missionary
trained at Tuskegee, ALA. Y Convention  Ministers'  Wives-
ational Convocation Ministers'
Col~nel McGhee was also a p~lot Wives through 1988 has
durmg the Korean and Vlet- established an Endowed
n~~se encounters and has many  Scholarship Fund at Christian
cltatiOns. He ?as served as Co~-  Theological Seminary to help
mander of Rlchards-Gebaur A~r students furthering their
Force ~ase and .the 184th. ~Ir  educational preparation for the

Base Wmg here m Kansas Clty.
At one time he was manager of

the Kansas City Downtown air-
port.

A large portion of his retirement
time is spent as a volunteer lay
leader in the Swope Park Chris-
tian Church where he gives mean-
ingful support to the weekly ad-

Christian ministry.

A plague with names of contri-
butors in honor and in memory has
been placed in the archives for the
Seminary.

Students shall apply for a schol-
arship and qualify as one would for
any other scholarship.

Visit the Seminary whenever you
are in Indinapolis and view the
plaque.

Mesdames Alpha P. Arnold and
Lucile A. Compton- ENABLERS

"l Would do it Again.!"

Indianapolis, IN- Please find
enclosed my contribution to keep
The Oldtimers' Grapevine going.
November 2, 1934 | was ordained
to the Christian Ministry at
Southern Christian Institute by 1.
B. Lehman and Jason Cowan. If |
had another sixty years | would do
it again.

-Lorenzo J. Evans- Pastor;
Retired Army chaplain; YMCA
Ifield executive; General Church
[fieldstaff; active retiree.
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NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
RAYMORE,MO
PERMIIT NO. 30 .

Dr. James! Seale (0/00)
1101 Nineteenth Ave.
Nashville, TN 37212-2196

as the New Year begins ...

"Come Divine Presence, and journey with us.
Interrupt our steps and surprise us."

Minerva- C. Carcano
1993

Disciplines
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SPIRITUALIZING TRANSITION

ndianapolis, IN- A unique "Celebration of Ministry and Ser-

vice of Farewell" for six general church staff members who

had served the denomination for more than an aggregate total
of 155 years was held in Graham Chapel of Missions Building Novem-
ber 28, 1994. The celebration, under the direction of Peter Morgan,
Director of Worship in DHM, moved from solemn moments of liturgi-
cal grace to periods of spiritual melody. It was laced with actions of
genuine Christian love, fellowship and recommitment.

It was a spiritualization of major transitions in the lives of outstanding
retirees and released staff The honorees are shown in the above pic-
ture.

Associated with Morgan in guiding the worship experience were
Reader Ann Updegraph-Spleth, Elders Joyce B. Coalson and Richard
Hamm; Presenters of Honorees William Ewards, Jerry Cunningham,
Carol Cosby, Janice Newborn, Marilyn Hotz, and Jack Sullivan.

During his opening words, Dr. Morgan stated that "In these times of

Raymore, Missouri

Christians do more
than eat, give jewelry
and say "good bye."

transition we .. do effectively
only in the strength of Jesus
Christ... Our service will begin
with strong affirmation of our
faith in Christ.. . The scripture
readings have to do with pilgrim-
age... Our story of pilgrimage is a
part of a larger and greater Story.

Then comes the central focus of
the service-... the "Offering of
Ministry." Each one of the per-
sons will be presented and their
gifts of ministry... And then with
them we will offer that ministry to
God ...

Christ joins us in the journey and
we will take Christ with us in the
partaking of the Lord's Supper ...
Following communion at the sta-
tions we will have an opportunity
to embrace each other using the
words "Mutually embraced in the
everlasting arms, | embrace you in
mine."

The service will then move into a
prayer for each other and finally
moments of Renewal and Com-
mitment to God."

This was the order of celebration.
Dr. Morgan opened the service
with this call to God:

|See CELEBRATION, Page 2



Page 2 The Oldtimers' Grapevine

1
.A Celebration of Ministry and Service of Farewell"

ear God you call us to the high privilege of ministry. Servants of the one who came not to be served,
but to serve. We are overwhelmed. Who are we to stand in Christ's place? Who can walk in this
lonesome valley of bearing each other's pain? God we come to you only because you have assured
us that you walk beside us. Come near loving God. Hear the joy in our hearts by being blessed by the ministry
of these special friends. Come near, loving God, heal the hurt in our hearts as we pray with them our prayers
of farewell ...
After each presentation the group said in unison:

"..» thank God for your gifts of ministry. You have blessed us and you have blessed God's church. With
you, we otTer these gifts to God with this prayer." then they sang-

"Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought, Bless thou the work our hearts have planned; Ours is the
faith, the will, the thought; The rest 0 God, is in thy hand. Amen."

itHonoree LaTaunya Bynum presented by William Edwards- As a
member of Homeland Ministries staff for twelve years she had the re-
sponsibility of "nurture, advocacy, and support of ordained and licensed
women as well as ministerial students.” She sought to affirm clergy
women in all settings- particularly in those non-traditional ministries out-
side the local church. She also affirmed the work of lay women in the
church via the offices serving church women. She received joy in
"witnessing the difference that competent women are making in their ser-
vice of ministry." Toni is one who has a "unique preaching style that not
only touches your head but also your heart. "
The question of why she was leaving bothered many . But Dr. Bynum
believes earnestly in Thessolonians 3:24- "The one who calls you is faith-
ful." She believes that faithfulness in service is the most important part of her discipleship. Dr. Edwards cli-
maxed his remarks with Dr. Bynum's favorite gospel song "My soul is anchored inthe Lord." The group was
then led to sing another of her favorites: "I feel like going on."

itHonoree A. Garnett Day presented by Gerald Cunningham-  According to Cunningham, Garnett was a
"preacher's kid" whose "call to ministry did not come with a flash of inspiration ..." It began some 40 years ago
when he tried working his way through college selling bibles in rural North and South Carolina. In an attempt
to get change for a $20 at three farms, he was almost arrested by the police when they stopped him and noted
the sagging rear end of his 1934 Ford. They thought he might have been a bootlegger. They soon discovered
the car contained bibles and he was only a salesman. Following service in three pastorates in Kentucky and
Florida, Garnett became deeply involved in the Civil Rights Movement.

His 31 years of work with the denomination began officially during the 1963 International Convention of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) when he was secured to work for the church's Coordinating Committee
on Moral and Civil Rights. He recruited clergy to work for civil rights in Mississippi and Alabama~ mobilized
support for the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Bill and the 1965 Voting Rights Act and was a supporter of

many projects sponsored by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. [SEE NEXT PAGE |
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IFrom Justice Advocates to Women Who Withess ...

is advocacy for justice and civil rights has enabled him to be a Disciples minister "of record. . He
H suffered an arrest in 1966 during a protest in Indianapolis against the Vietnam war, again four years
later in Indianapolis during a service of worship at the local draft office and later in California as he
functioned as a religious observer at a United Farm Workers demonstration. (Garnett reminded the group
that for the past 20 years he hadn't been arrested for anything!)

Much of Garnett's work during the last decade has been with programs of the Disciples Peace Fellowship; the
Disciples Advocacy Washington Network; mounting support of the Farm Workers Union in their quest to
represent workers; and in the witness of the church on issues of economic justice, racism and Central Amer-
ica socio-economic concerns. Homeland Ministries has not yet announced specific plans on how such services
and witness will be made by the general church in the future.

Bonoreee Raye Feltner-Kapomyai  presented by Carol Cosby- Raye was employed in October 1984 by the
Division of Homeland Ministries as the director of stewardship and

education for the department of church women. She had just completed

twelve years of service for the regional church in North Carolina. She

helped produce appropriately related materials and to shape the decision

making and planning processes for church women. Her ecumenical con-

tacts were enhanced by her relationship with the Friendship Press which

channeled materials throughout the world.

Cosby emphasized that beyond Raye's dutiful performance of opera-

tional staff services was "much more than doing." She stressed her

"ministry of being... one who reflects Christ to the world ... The Christ in

me meets the Christ in thee... And here is how | have seen the Christ in

you You look for the Christ in the other, the stranger ... You look at each person you meet as a brother or a
sister "

Among the things women say Raye has done was "spotting glimmers of a gift, allowing it to surface, and then
helping the persons polish the gifts." "You always bring out the best in people.” Your tendency to take pictures
of people which will enable them to look their best is ministry. You want each person whose picture you are
taking to look her very best. And you reflect that very best back to us in the picture you give us of ourselves ...
Anyone who has spent time with you (Raye) has received from you; has received your time, your care, your
presence ee¢'

Raye was praised for her exceptional voice and her appointment to be "the voice of God" which called 1994
Quadrennial Assembly to order. At the close of the presentation Raye led the group in singing: "Those who
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run and
not be weary. They shall walk and not faint. Help us Lord, Help us Lord in thy way."

Honoree Marilyn Hoa presented by Janice Newbom- Retiring after 43 and one half years of service to the
general church, Janice introduced Marilyn as"The Book Lady."
|ISee NEXT PAGE |
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I"Mutually embraced in the everlasting arms..."

he was given an inspirational orientation to the deeper meaning of Missions Building by

actually seeing "two top leaders on their knees. It was Mae Yo Ho Ward and Virgil Sly seeking divine

direction.” For Marilyn it inspired her instant affection. Missions Building became more than a working
place. It was a means of grace ...Her mother was a proof reader for a book publisher when she and her brother
were at an early age. In order to get her work done, the mother would read the review copies to the children
in order to keep them quiet.

Later while Marilyn was a member of the International Christian Youth Fellowship Council she witnessed a

racial discrimination action pointed toward the widely known African American soloist and goodwill ambas-

sador, Rosa Page Welch. From that point on she became an active worker for social Justice. Since 1967

Marilyn has been an active member of PACE- the Public Action in Correctional Effort- a United Way organi-
zation working primarily in the area of criminal justice with particular
emphasis on direct services to inmates incarcerated in Indiana correc-
tional facilities. In 1971 she was awarded the PACE "Volunteer of the
Year Award." In 1984 she was given the Volunteer of the Year Award
by the Indianapolis Volunteer Action Center of the Community Service
Council.

Ms Hotz began her work at Missions Building as a secretarial assistant
to Geneva Brown and Edith Yocum in the Sales Literature Department
L ® V E interpreting United Christian Missionary Society materials to the larger

church. She continued in such services for most of her career. She

eventually became the director of such work and traveling allover
America to a variety of denominational meetings and assemblies until her retirement. In addition she was re-
garded as an adjunct staff member to the office of Disciples Women and the Department of Church Women.
She assisted in the assignment process inthe preparation of Christian Womens Fellowship studies. Marilyn
was given the Mae Yo Ho Wards Pin in recognition of her years of faithful service to the church. Presenter
Newborn concluded her remarks by giving this salute: "M" is for maturity of spirit. "A" is for being astute in
relationships. "R"is for being resourceful always. "I" is for being insightful and knowledgeable. "L" is for be-
ing loyal to the church and to your colleagues. "Y" is for being young at heart. And "N" is for being nurturing
and caring. That spells Marilyn." ... And American Indian philosophy states "May the footprints we leave be-
hind show that we walked in kindness toward the earth and every living thing." Newborn offered these words
as a benediction to the services of Marilyn Hotz.

*Honoree Janice Newborn presented by Marilyn Hotz- It was noted that the honoree and presenter had
many similarities. For example, both prepared to be elementary school teachers and began their work at Mis-
sions Building as "temporary support staff® Marilyn stayed 43 1/2 years Janice 16 years. Both were
laywomen- two of the few on general church staff While in college both majored music in school.

She began church services as secretary to Fran Craddock in the department of Church Women. Overseas
Division President Robert Thomas then secured her to be corporate secretary and administrative assistant for
DOM. When Dr. Thomas retired, Janice returned to the Department of Church Women to fill several roles.
She retired as Senior Associate for Administering the Office of Disciple Church Women.
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'From "The Book

From PreviOllsPage-

Marilyn noted that Janice was
not your wusual "mover and
shaker." But when Janice speaks
with strong conviction as was
noted in her presentation at the
Round Table at the 1994 Qua-
drennial, she is most effective.

Because of her keen insights into
the interests and concerns of
young women, she became the
"star" of an ecumenical film
"Seating the Sisterhood.” It is
widely distributed in women's
conferences and retreats. Janice
should be remembered as the one
who was instrumental in preserv-
ing the integrity of the Office of
Disciple Women.

Marilyn shared a letter from Mau-
reen Asuga which "sums up Jan-
ice's style and grace. "Dear Janice
I cherish your friendship and your
affirming style of leadership
which allows others to work in
their mode. You have been a fine
example for us all on how to be-
have properly even when con-
fronted by negative forces. What
I am trying to say is | greatly ad-
mire and appreciate you. Love,
Maureen."

p__l"l"l «10nr
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Lady" to an Itinerant Preacher ...

Honoree Ozark Range, Sr. presented by Jack Sullivan- Dr. Range's
marriage to Kathyrn presents a family of 14 children, 26 ~andchildren, and
five great grandchildren. After 17 years of service in the general church
Ozark is retiring in 1995 as the associate for Black Ministry in the Center
for Leadership and Ministry in the Division of Homeland Ministries.

His ministry began with his "call" in 1951 when he completed the formal
education offered at Southern
Christian Institute, Edwards, MS. It
was endorsed in 1954 when he was
ordained by the Texas Christian
Missionary Convention. College and
seminary work were later completed
through matriculation at Jarvis
Christian College, Hawkins, TX; T.
C. u.'s Brite School of Divinity
School, Fort Worth, TX; and later
Christian Theological Seminary,
Indianapolis, IN.

Before coming to general church work in 1977, he served as a pastor in
Texas ten years; associate regional minister in Mississippi for three years;
and pastor of the Woodland Avenue Christian Church in Columbus, OH for
13 1/2 years. In the meantime he was elected to various leadership
positions in the district, regional and national expressions of the church.

During his pastoral ministry he became deeply involved in advocacy for
social justice. In Columbus, OH he served as the chair for the Mayor's
Advisory Committee for Community and Police Relations and the chair of
the Columbus, OH board for Operation PUSH- People United to Serve
Humanity.

Sullivan alluded to Dr. Range's assuming the role of being a catalyst in
Missions Building for keeping up high professional morale of general
church staff associates. Dr. Sullivan capsulized the true meaning of Range's
ministry by singing the song "If | can help somebody as | pass along . If |
can cheer somebody with a word or song, If I can show somebody that

Dr. Range, an avid fisherman, responded by advising staff associates to fish
in deep waters rather than shallow, if they wanted to catch "fish" that really
mattered.
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ansas City, MO

K Martha Ann Myen,

devoted wife of re-

tired pastor and national church

leader Sere S. Myers, died Jan-

uary 16, 1995 after an extended

period of illness. She was born in

Edwards, MS September 13,

1902 as the daughter of Moses
and Julia Mitt.

She was memorialized in Commu-
nity Christian Church where her
pastor, Robert Hill, officiated. He
was associated in service leader-
ship with King David Cole, pastor
of Swope Park United Christian
Church  who offered prayer;
William K. Fox, Sr. of Foxwood
Springs Living Center, who gave
the eulogy; and Community
Church associate minister Richard

Woodward, @ who assisted at
graveside.

rs. Myers was a gracious Chris-
lan lady who met her husband
while both were students at

Southern Christian Institute, Ed-
wards, MS and married in 1924
upon graduation.

After coming to Kansas City in
1932 she became active in church
and community while her hushand
served the West Paseo Christian
Church (now Swope Park United)
for 42 years.

Meantime she was the mother of
Dr. Sere Spaulding Myers,
founder of the Myers Dental
Clinic; Michael T. Myers, former

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

Death of New Headquarters
Plan Births New Vision

.ndianapolis, IN

Historic Missions

Building which
housed the general offices of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) was closed January 30,
1995 with a formal service. The
operations were moved to leased
quarters at 1~0 E. Washington
Street in Indianapolis  because
plans for building a new 11 million
dollar center had been abandoned.

Mrs. Martha Ann Myers

governmental administrator; Mil-
licent 1. Bates, long time operator
of a florist shop; and Stacy E.
Williams of Los Angeles, an ac-
tive community services volun-
teer. All survive the deceased.

Last November a Task Group
related to the Irvington Histori-
cal Society, motivated concerned
persons to devise plans for 75 to
100 senior citizen apartments at
the Missions Building site. Mean-
while the board of Christian
Church Services voted to make a
gift of the property to The United
Church of Christ related Retire-
ment Housing Foundation  for
this purpose.

Others include eleven grandchil-
dren and nine great grandchildren
living in four states and England.

Burial was in Mt. Moriah Ceme-
tery of Kansas City, MO.

Dotson- Vigorous Disciple Worker Dies at 88-
icksburg, MS- The Rev. Henry Bernard Dotson, Sr, born
V to Andrew and Bertha Dotson August 12, 1907, died January
19, 1995 following an extended period of illness. Memorial
services were held in Bethel A. M. E. Church where the Pastor, James
A. Metcalf, delivered the eulogy . Words of memorial were shared by
Disciples of Christ ministers Ozark Range, Sr. of the general church of-
fice in Indianapolis, IN, and William McKnight of Jackson, MS, the re-
gional minister for Christian Churches in Mississippi. Dotson received
formal education in Vicksburg, MS public schools, Southern Christian
Institute, Edwards, MS and Butler University in Indianapolis. He was a
carpenter, educator, engineer, and interior decorator. He served the
church in Christian education. He was a choir director and singer. He
became deeply involved with the Disciples of Christ Volunteer program.
He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Ida Mae; 4 sons; 4 daughters; one

brother; 25 grandchildren and 20 great granchildren.
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- ouf Fifth (not 4th) Banner Year!

ONORS SINCE mE
LAST ISSUE:

OzarklKathryn ~ Range,
Sr., RobertlLinda Glover, Ger-
aldIKatherine Cunningham, Mar-
jorie/Russell Parker, Mable
Metze, Walter/Sue  Cardwell,
Spencer/Kitty Austin, Indianapo-
lis, IN; Jo Ellen/Jeffrey Mapes,
Leawood, K.S.; Glenn/Charlotte
Shoemaker, Sheldon/Miriam
Shirts, Eugene/Nancy Rutherford,
Raymore, MO; Artie M. Scott,
George/Clytee Washington, Mar-
thetta McMickle; A. Dale/Betty

Fiers, John C. Updegraff, Jack-
sonville, FL; Thomas/Virginia
Liggett, Claremont, CA; Cur-
tisNiola  Lloyd, Dayton, OH;

Ruth P. Hobbs, Jackson, MS; Sue
Ross, Edwards, MS; John/Lucile
Compton, Cincinnati, OH; Levene
W. Graham, Beech Grove, IN

*kkkkkk

ODE TO THE OLDTIMERS'
by Ruth P. Hobbs, Jackson, MS

Praise God for the "Oldtimers'
Grapevine,"
As it connects friends far and
near,
Carrying many memories of the
past of those we love so dear.

It carries with it messages
From the "drummers" of
yesteryears.

Even though the drum beats are
slower
Each sound is full of cheers.

A close relationship is keenly felt

As the news is carefully read, The
memories are cherished.
May we give praises to those
who led
Through many years of sacrifice
Courageous and unafraid.

May the drummers' steps never
falter
O'er the land which they continue
to trod.
Mayall their paths be brightened
By the ever presence of God.
-January 28, 1995-

Thanks so much! Don't forget to
send us a report or two on what
you and/or your senior friends
are doing. Help NETWORK!
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Range Retirement ( Like Others) Leaves Gaps |

hen Dr. Ozark
W Range, Sr. retires from
the office of Associate
for Black Ministry March 31,
1995, it will mark nearly a quarter
of a «century of significant
leadership development and nur-
turing among Mrican American
Disciples of Christ ministers.

Range reports that "From 1974 to
1993 we had thirty-seven
congregations  participate in the
Salary Support program. Twen-
ty-five of the thirty-seven con-
gregations today remain full time
congregations. "Several have

been cited by the larger church
for significant  congregational
ministries.

Range also administered the Star

The Oldtimen' Grapevine
500 Mott Drive - Apt. 102D
Raymore, MO 64083

I/nside This Issue

*Spiritualizing Transition
Center Effort

*Death of New International

Supporter Scholarship ~ Fund
which provided grants to needy
African American Disciples in
preparation for Christian ministry;
assisted regional church offices in
the  relocation of  Mrican
American clergy and provided
guidance for seminary students.

March 7-9, 1995 Dr. Range
directed the Twenty-First Annual
Black  Ministers  Retreat in
Memphis, TN. The Mississippi
Boulevard Christian Church was
the host. This was the last Retreat
directed by Dr. Range before his
retirement. Ministers Retreats
were held at various points in the
States. A high percentage of the
300 or more Black ministers
attending have been inspired and
refreshed for continuing service

Ruth E. Ellington (11/94)
7043 Amherst Ave.
University City, MO 63130

Gives Birth to New Vision

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

by high quality program. The
event was operated mainly on
registration fees and modest
subsistence.

The maintenance  of
programmatic  ties
American Disciples of Christ
ministers is critical to the full
health of the denomination. The
Range retirement will leave large
gaps in general church services.

strong
to Mrican

The Black Ministries port folio
came into being at the height of
the civil rights movement in the
nation. The establishment of the
port folio was a direct response to
a restless group of young Black
Disciple leaders who -effectively
articulated their concern during
the first General Assembly of the
Church in Seattle, WA in 1969.
2/95
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THE HAROLD R. WATKINS RETIREMENT
EVENT - A CELEBRATIVE TRIBUTEI

37 years of ministry and

3,500,000 miles of travel
doing field visits, consultations
and attending meetings, Harold
Watkins was retiring as president
of the Board of Church Extension.
9
Throughout the evening of March
13, 1995 an atmosphere of cele-
bration and appreciation perme-
ated the 217 guests from across
the nation who assembled in the
Marriott Hotel of Indianapolis, to
celebrate Watkins' 34 years of de-
voted Christian service to BCE .

Indianapolis, IN-  After

As persons gathered a huge multi-
media screen which displayed a
continuous flow of pictures por-
traying and life and ministry of the

retiring President and his wife,
Evelyn.
Director for Development Ellen

L. Mitchell reported that the ef-
fort to reach the $37,500 goal for
the Harold Watkins Extenders
Fund motivated more than 1,000
contributors to exceed $50,000.

The BCE President's son, Actor
and Minister Mark Watkins, and
Computer Specialist and singer

Kevin Friedly performed as a dy-
namic singing duo. They led jubi-

HAL AND EVEL YN spoke as
one-

"..you...people in our lives, are
God's gift to us...In response to
God's grace bestowed on us by
you in so many and such
differing  ways, we have
continued to recognize our
responsibilities. ...to ...currently
working ...full-time staff...there
is a small personal gift
from. ..us...And ..this Board ..a
trust fund of our assets.." .for
ourfamily and this Board
"God's love and ours ispresent;
and God's grace is sufficient"-

lant dinners injoyously singing the
name of "Harold Watkins! Harold
Watkins" to the tune of the Hal-
lelujah Chorus! The audience rose
to the occasion.

James Suggs of the Christian
Board of Publication praised Hal's

"twinkle toes" for mileage cov-
ered.

He noted Hal's excellent physi-
cal fitness which enabled him to
withstand the rigors of sitting
through hundreds of meetings. In
conclusion Hal was given a large
silver wash basin for soaking the
needful parts of the anatomy.
Then friends and associates gave
the Watkins family gifts the BCE
president had never seen fit to
give himself.

The super climax of the evening
came when Harold and Evelyn is-
sued a joint "Statement of
Legacy." They announced the es-
tablishment of a trust fund
through their will, with BCE as
the primary beneficiary and gave
each of the 33 BCE full-time staff
an investment note.  Each was
encouraged to built it up.
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|Dual Retirements in June Point to Race Progress in Alabama

irmingham, AL- Dale
B C. Braxton recently in-

vited members of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the Alabama-Northwest
Florida Region to a June 3, 1995
Retirement Celebration for Asso-
ciate Regional Minister Earl Mur-
ray. He has served local congrega-
tions for thirty-four years and
been the associate minister for the
region for the past nine years.
The event will take place in
Montgomery, AL at the United
Christian Church, 1116 Goode.

Gathering to fete the elder known
to many in the church as "Father"
or "Chief' a volunteer male cho-
rus group recruited from various
congregations, and several repre-
sentative church leaders who will
make a variety of presentations. A
traditional "Book of Memories"
will also be presented to Dr. Mur-
ray along with a "Love Offering. "

"Chief' Murray has held a number
of key leadership positions in the
Alabama Christian  Missionary
Convention, National Convoca-
tion of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) before his
services to the Regional Church as
an associate minister.

As "Father" Murray he has been
the husband of Mrs. , a loyal and
dedicated church worker. The
union produced two sons who are
servmg currently Disciple of
Christ congregations in Missis-
sippi and Michigan. Samuel Mur-

ray is senior minister at United
Christian Church in Jackson, MS.
E Murray is the senior pastor for the
Vermont Avenue Christian
Church in Flint, MI.

AND FLOCK RETIRES

mong the positive fac-

A tors in the Earl Murray,
Sr. ministry and others

in the Alabama-Northwest Flor-
ida Region of the Christian

Church, is Carl Flock who has

"The Region does not intend to
allow...staff and  program
relationships between African
American and White Christians to
deteriorate.. ". CARL FLOCK

been the regional minister since
December 1, 1977 and like Earl,
retires in June. Soon after his ar-

rival in Alabama the first minister
to visit Rev. Flock was Earl Mur-
ray, Sr. At the time Murray was
the pastor of a congregation, and
the executive secretary for the
Black led Alabama Christian Mis-
sionary Convention. Flock gave
strong regional leadership.

Before coming to Alabama Flock
began serving the Kentucky re-
gional church in June of 1959 as
director of youth. He became the
associate in September. of 1969
being responsible for the supervi-
Slon of support staff Among
other duties he served eight and
one half years as the staff resourc-
ing the Black led Kentucky Chris-
tian Missionary Convention.

When Flock came to Alabama in
1977 there was a written policy
that there would be no racial in-
tegration of youth activities.

Bench Marks in Race Relations Listed

D

evlopments occurring in race relations in Alabama-Northwest
Florida during the administration of Regional Minister Carl
Flock and Associate Earl Murray, Sr. are the following:

1- Racial integration in all regional church activities achieved by 1983-

2- Movement of Alabama Christian Missionary Convention and Region
into a "Convocation style" relationship with the Convocation reporting
to Region like other Regional fellowships and committees. The Regional
Committee on Ministry provides care, nurture, licensing and ordination
for all ministers, regardless of ethnic origin or race.

3- Convocation joining Region in financial responsibility for an African
American regional staff associate- Earl Murray, Sr. being the first.

4- Fifteen persons completing a 3 and 1/2 year Preacher Enrichment
Study Program with fourteen being African American. Nine now serve
congregations and six others are available ..
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ast month the bright af-
L ternoon sun shining in
Indianapolis was caus-
ing the tulips to slowly rise out of
the ground .Before preparing to
join many others in attending the
Harold Watkins Retirement Cele-
bration, Mrs. Fox and | yielded to
the temptation to do a windshield
survey of the Irvington Eastside
Community.

We headed the old Ford in that
direction, passing our former
church of membership, Downey
Avenue, and paused for a quick
look at the Board of Church Ex-
tension across the street.

Circling the old Mission Building
with its elegant signs and sym-
bols still in place, we mused about
the good and bad times of
yesteryears.

After a slow cruise past the hum-
ble abode that used to be ours and
a glimpse of other domiciles once
owned by Mission Building col-
leagues, we were- pleased to see
younger families making good
use of space both inside and out.

As we headed South on Downey
past other familiar places we felt
good inthe knowledge that retired
former colleagues Julia S. Fang-
meier, Pat Nottingham and lan
McCrae, still residents in Irving-
ton, are performing key roles in
the Irvington Community Coun-
cil.They are among those striving
to establish senior citizen housing

on the former Missions Building
site.

As we continued along the route |
once used for jogging Shaft, my
red Doberman, or ride my Fuji
bicycle, we stopped at the John-
son Street Apartments and the
Presbyterian Church.  Then we
continued across  Washington
Street by those beautiful homes
which ring the Methodist Church.

People were on the side walks and

working on the lawns. Others
filled the golf links nearby
strolling the hills with  eyes

trained on the flight of balls.

Most importantly, the churches,
the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation and many home-owners
were much in evidence .They re-
flected commitment to the foun-
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dational values of good commu-
nity. The Irvington appeared
alive and not dead.

We went to Eastgate Mall for a
small purchase, but didn't have
time to test the Y. M. C. A's
gym, physical fitness equipment,
famed indoor track or Olympic
sized swimming pool. These too
indicate the foundational values of
firm community.

It has been reported that Missions
Building has been "decommis-
sioned” and its inhabitants moved
elsewhere. It appears, however,
that other parts of the church and
human commnity foundations re-
main hardy in Irvington. There
IS  promlse of a new
"commissioning™ for the former
Missions Building site and all
those In Irvington willing to
maintain wholesome community.

Board of Church Extension Directors
Confirm Plan to Sell Their Office Complex

March 13-14, 1995 meeting, it was announced that plans for

Indinanpolis, IN- In BCE BOARD NOTES covering the

the 37 year old office complex were approved. The circular
shaped complex is to be sold to "Traders' Connection, an east-side bul-
letin board network with online publications from more than 40 commu-

nities in North America."

According to BCE President-Elect James L. Powell, "Traders’ Connec-
tion, a division of The Trader Enterprises has experienced significant
growth in its electronic classified and bulletin board service."

Powell stated that they (BCE) will be "joining general unit colleagues in
the new building and working together in ways that go beyond proxim-
ity." They (BCE) plan to move in June 1995.
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Viewing the Irvington Community, Indianapolis 1995

Mature citizens still walk their dogs- Others take their walk- Churches provide their services- Stores sell their products.
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FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL

t. Louis, MO-Lewis
S Property, Jr. who was
born July 18, 1941 and
died January 18, 1995- Faithful
member and usher in Centennial
Christian Church. He was a mem-
orable witness to the truth that
sincere Christian love and nurture
can enable one to withstand life-
time limitations of mind and body.
Lewis survived both parents and
maternal grandparents to live
a rewarding and satisfying life
within a supportive non-institute-
tional framework. Pastor Samuel
W. Hylton, Jr. was the officiant at
the January 19th. memorial ser-
vice held at the church.

olumbus, MO- Wood-

C row Whitlow  who
died January 31, 1995

at age 77 following a prolonged
bout with cancer. Ten years ago
he was one of the "founding fa-
thers” of the Rockbridge Christian
Church. Formerly a key lay leader

of Memorial Christian Church, S1.

Louis, MO, he and his wife, Mil-
dred, continued' their devoted
Christian discipleship during his
last 15 years of retirement as a
resident in NBA affiliated Lenoir
Homes.

Whitlow had held offices of
moderatorship  in the congrega-
tion and St. Louis District; mem-
bership on a variety of committees
and boards including the General
Board of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and the Gen-
eral Church Church reconciliation

Steering Committee. He was chair
of the Local Arrangements
Committee for the S1.Louis Gen-
eral Assembly in 1979.

As a loyal colleague of Dr.
Samuel W. Hylton., Jr., pastor of
Centennial Christian Church and
the late Norman S. Ellington he
prompted the Christian Men's Fel-
lowship of Memorial Church to
contribute  sizeable amounts of
money to the Star Supporter Fund
(i. e. a grant program supporting
ethnic minorities preparing for
ministry.)

Woody was also a colleague of
Ellington's in starting "Mother-
to-Mother" programs in the Mid-
America Region of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

He was memorialized in a service
held at Rockbridge led by Minis-
ter Maureen .Dickman ..

t. Louis, MO-Angelica

Nelson Hart, who was

born October 19, 1927
died suddenly February 10, 1995.
She had been a faithful member of
Centennial Christian Church since
1949. She was a
teacher inthe S1.Louis public
school system for 37 years.

She leaves to mourn her loss her
devoted husband, Alfred (Bobby)
Hart and three daughters,

Sheryl Angelica, Jennifer Ann and
Diana Marie, four grandchildren,
two sons-in-law, one sister and
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brother and many associate Kin.

Senior Pastor Samuel W. Hylton,
Jr. was the officiant at the Febru-
ary 15 memorial service and de-

livered the eulogy.

aymore, MO-*Pearle K.
R Gordon, Mrs. Gordon
died February 22, 1995
and was memorialized February
27, 1995; the day which would

have been her 99th. birthday.

Herbert P. Davis of Blue Springs,
MO gave the eulogy based mainly
on Psalm 23 and son- in-law
Roland Huff of Jacksonville, FL,
read the background scriptures
and gave the prayer.

Wayne and Ruby Beeney of Fox-
wood Springs provided appropri-
ate music.

A brief review of her life was ren-
dered by Kathryn Huff, her only
daughter and off spring. Kitty
traced her mother's journey from
the rural town of Plattsburg, MO
in February 1896 to her prepa-
ration to becoming a school
teacher in the public schools of
rural Missouri. Her husband, Jack
Gordon, died early in their mar-
riage. Left to mourn her death are
children, Roland Huff, Jr and
Kay Jones, three great grandchil-
dren, and several related Kin.

She was devoted to her extended
family which includes persons

|ISee NEXT PAGE
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at Foxwood  where she was
nearly a charter resident having
lived there for more than 15 years.

In addition she proudly claimed

three  ministers who  served
faithfully ~within the Christian
Church  (Disciples of Christ).

Roland Huff, the husband of her
only off spring, Kathryn, retired as
president of the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society; Sheldon
Shirts, who married Miriam,
another sister of Roland Huff,
retired as aNew Testament
professor at Phillips Seminary,
Enid, OK; and Herbert Davis,
who married Eileen another

sister of Roland Huff, retired after
many  years of  successful
pastorates in Missouri and
Oklahoma.

The family gave each person
attending the memorial service a
beautiful rose as they departed. It
was the disease's favorite flower.
MS-Freddie

ackson,
Boyd, member of

United Christian Church
who died February 20, 1995 from
injuries suffered on his municipal
job. He was in his 18th. year of
employment for the city of
Jackson. A Dbrother-in-law,
Thomas  Harris, pastor  of
Christian Chapel Church, Port
Gibson, MS, brought the eulogy.
Services were held February 25 in
United Christian Church where he
had membership. Freddie Boyd
was a devoted husband and father
who made substantial
contributions to the development

of a strong family. Among those
mourning his loss are his wife,
Ada who is director of the pre-
school children's program
sponsored by United Christian
Church, one brother, six children,
several grandchildren, related kin
and a host of friends.

""Virginia Liggett in Claremont,
CA, confronting serious physical
limitations under the watch care
of her husband, Thomas J. Lig-
gett. - former missionary and
president of Christian Theological
Seminary, Indianapolis, IN.

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

Let Us Pray FO~r~-~~

"Olive Long, Pamona, CA,
contending with a badly fractured
hip and widow of the late John
Long, school administrator and
faculty for one of our former
home  missions institutions-
Southern  Christian  Institute,
Edwards, MS.

""Emmett J. and Thelma

Die on. ndiiiiapolis, IN- both
'suffenng 'from long-standing
physical difficulties. Thelma has
entered the Robin Run Retire-
ment Community and Emmett is
now in the Springfield Nursing
Home- both in Indianapolis. (This
is also the residence of Mrs.
Zellie Peoples.} Both are retired
General Church leaders.

*Rolland  Shafer, Jacksonville,
FL, confronting a serious illness.
(A former president of the Board
of Church Extension)

*Charles Berry, Grambling,
LA, president emeritus of Jarvis
Christian College, facing physical
difficulties ..
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ONATIONS SINCE
D LAST ISSUE: Ber-
thalFrisco Gilchrist,
Mary/Roger Frey, Garnett/Caro-
lyn Day, William/Thelma Pyatt,
Haro IdiE velyn Wa tki ns,
Charles/IreneMills,
Joseph/Winnifred Smith, Mary A.
Glover, Indianapolis, IN; Russell
H. Myers, Fort Worth, TX; Lu-
cille Morrison, Hannibal, MO;
Robert L. Jordan, Detroit, MI;
Donald O. Legg, St. Louis, MO;
Robert Clarke Brock, Seattle,
WA; Thomas/Jo Ellen Johns, Lea-

wood, KS; Mary E. Clift,
Hawkins, TX; Joseph/Rebecca
Galloway, Chatham, VA, Cor-

nelius/ Alpha Arnold, Los Ange-
les, CA; Della M. January, Spring-

field, OH Robert/Diane Steffer,

Guelph, Ontario
PLEASENOTE! |

This May-June issue of THE

OLDTIMERS'GRAPEVINE
may be arriving a'little early for
you. The editor/manager and
wifeare trying to get it out before
they return to Jarvis Christian
College to resume  their
commitment to give on-site
volunteer services.

You may be receiving a "Call for
Help" from us soon. It will be
opportunity for you to become a
part of something meaningful at
an historic institution. Please
make a positive response!

Senior Minister's
Wives Endowment

Lucile A. Compton (Cincinnati,
OH) and Alpha P. Arnold (Los
Angeles,CA) recently issued fac-
cts about the successful effort to
establish the National Christian
Missionary Convention Ministers'
Wives/National Convocation

Ministers' Wives through 1988
Endowed Scholarship Fund at
Christian Theological Seminary.

The Fund aids seminary students
and honors twenty senior wives
and is in memorial jor six
deceased members.

As of March 1995 the fund had
$5,780 . Gifts should be sent con-
tinually to CTS in Indianapolis.
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‘Word from Our Canadian Oldtimers- The Steffers |

ROBERT: After leaving Missions
Building in 1986, he became
regional minister for Canada and
has just completed eight years. He
was promoted to Colonel in the
U. S. Army Reserve, served as a
reserve  hospital  chaplain in
Detroit until 1992, and officially
retired from the military upon
reaching the age of 60 in June,
1994.

He serves on the board of
directors of the Religious
Education Association inthe U.S.
and Canada, and the board of
directors of the Church Finance
Council, and has served as Chair
of the Committees on Ministry

The Oldtimers' Grapevine
500 Mott Drive - Apt. 102B
Raymore, MO 64083

Inside This Issue

and Nominations of the
Conference of Regional Ministers
and Moderators.

DIANE: After serving for three
years as Office Secretary for the
regional office, was asked to serve
as interim minister for Hillcrest
Christian Church, Toronto
beginning May 1 for a few months
until they found a new pastor.
They have put the search on hold
and she has been asked to stay on
for 1995, with a new pastor being
in place for 1996.

She was elected President of the
Women's Inter-Church Council
of Canada, and served a two year
term from 1992 to 1994,

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

Once, while visiting with friends
in Prince Edward Island, |
discovered, on an old map, the
exact location of the farm where
A. McLean grew up. From this
secluded and distant place, a man
went forth to contribute so much
to the cause of world mission.

All the best- BOB

NOTE: Those of us who have
been associated with the Steffen
in ministry know that they have
contributed much to world
mission. They used to service in
Jamaica. We are glad to hear
[fromthem and wish them God's
speed

EDITOR
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Ruth E. Ellington (11/94)
7043 Amherst Ave.
University City, MO 63130

*Race Relations in the Deep South

*Driving Through a Familiar
Neighborhood
*For Whom the Bells Toll
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Wayne Selsor, Retired But Still
Climbing Up on Platforms!

aymore, MO- Born in
Springfield, MO during
the second decade of
this century, Wayne Selsor gave
early indications of his destiny to
be a unique preacher endowed
with several artistic talents. He
climbed into the ministry at age
three when he escaped from his
mothers lap during worship ser-
vices and crawled up on the ele-
vated platform where the action
seemed to be and wrapped his
arms around the leg of his Uncle
Frank West.

His first art achievement came at
seven when his grandmother
taught him how to make braided
rugs for a birthday gift for his
mother. He went on to grow
richly in both the pulpit and art.

Today Wayne and'his wife, Gen-
eve, of 51 years are highly re-
garded residents in the retirement
community of Foxwood Springs
Living Center. Geneve's profes-
sionallife was as a librarian and
teacher at junior high levels. She
was the author of a "Future Stud-
ies curriculum used across the
U.S, and other nations.

Wayne moved from being called
the Little Onion Boy at eight from
selling onions, to building a lum-

ber yard with his family. He was
subsequently forced to take over
after his father's unexpected
death.

Meantime he graduated Magna
Cum Laude from Drury College
and accepted a scholarship to the
Disciples Divinity House of the
University of Chicago in 1942. A
pastorate in Irving, TX followed
seminary, He was later employed
to recruit students for church vo-
cations by Drake University in
Des Moines, IA and then accepted
a staff position with the Nebraska
Council of Churches. Pastorates
in Denver and Galveston, and a
new campus ministry in Lubbock,
TX were in the intervening years.

During more than 56 years of
ministry the above assignments
were augmented by some 36 inter-
ims in 30 congregations .. Though
he has always been climbing up on

Raymore, Missouri

platforms and getting involved
where the action is, he has also
found time for serious engage-
ment as a silver and goldsmith,
jeweler and sculptor, for more
than 30 pieces sited across the
United States.

Wayne says, "My expressions in
art are simply another facet of my
ministry. My art is a pictorial ser-
mon. .. It is the nature of the cre-
ative act to produce the unusual,
the startling even the shocking ...
To view art is not an event; it is an
experience. "

Before coming to Foxwood
Springs, Selsor's Bellevue, Neb.
suburban home was set on a steep
hill in the midst of the Fonteville
Forest area. The infirmities of age
were threatening the health of
both the Selsors so options were
investigated. They chose an op-
tion in 1992 which led them to
Foxwood Springs in Raymore,
MO and a new home and new
life.Retiring from church duties
and preaching, Selsor gave more
time to art projects.

For example, he has refined a logo
of the Landis Child Care Center at
Foxwood Springs and produced
an "Intergenerational  Family".
sculpture out of steel and stone.
Three figures have been interwo-
ven on a four foot piece of steel to

1See SELSOR, Page 8
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Senior Citizen Volunteers Spark First Jarvis H. O. M.

designer William K. Fox, Sr. of Raymore, MO, five senior citizen volunteers and a young adult pastor and Jarvis

alumnus came to Jarvis with their tools and commitment to energize the first Jarvis HANDS-ON-MISSION  event
June 19 - 24, 1995. More than 250 persons, including college faculty, summer students, community persons, financial donors
and special summer program youth, were eventually involved some way in the project.

I Iawkins, TX- Responding to the call of President Sebetha Jenkins and retired church administrator and project

Under the patient supervision of On-Site Coordinator Cecil Higgs, Vice-President for Student Affairs at Jarvis, John and Mildred
Cain of Bartlesville, OK, Glenn and Charlotte Shoemaker of Raymore, MO, both couples veteran retired pastors and experienced
volunteers with Habitat for Humanity and Tall Oaks Camp Grounds; Rolland Perry of Kansas City, KS, pastor of Fellowship
Christian Church; Eugene Rutherford, Metro Fire Department Commissioner and experienced Tall Oaks Camp volunteer, and
Project Designer William Fox, both of Raymore, MO, formed the initiating core group. President Jenkins participated fully and
provided an affirming presence.

Annie Walker of Longview, TX, an English teacher in the public schools and former director of the Jarvis Alumni Association
Jnd Sherril Reddig, a Substance Control special staff member within the same public schools system, also joined the out-of-state
volunteer core group. Together they initiated the manicuring of grounds and the cleaning of the interior and painting the walls of
a student services center (formerly the James A. Aborne Health Center). In addition, the Shoemakers and Cains tuned up the
interior of Heritage House, and Glenn Shoemaker and John Cain used their skills to construct portable platform units which will
facilitate the production of special honors programs at the college.

When the action went inside for the painting of the Student Services Center, formerly known as the James A. Aborne Health
Center, the core group was joined by others. Claude Walker, associate professor of religion at Jarvis came from Big Sandy, TX;
William Cash, federal collections officer at Jarvis from Tyler, TX; Vernell Sturns, executive director of the Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport and former Jarvis Board Chairman and his brother, Riley Stums both from Fort Worth, TX.

Hawaiian Holland, Jarvis' interim maintenance superintendent, and associated employees were also available. Helping hands also
came from work-study students in special summer programs and college administrators like Harold Abney, director of Financial
Aid; Autry Acrey, interim vice-president for Academic Affairs; Delilah Hall, assistant to the PresidentfTitle ill Coordination; and
Edward L. Vaughn, vice-president for Fiscal Affairs; Linda Rutherford, director of Alumni Affairs; and Emma Strickland, execu-
tive secretary in the office of the President.

The energies expended by many volunteers whose age range was in the early to late seventies, encouraged intergenerational

cooperation. Mrs. Zula Abney, Coordinator of the National Youth Sports Program which was also in operation on the campus,
organized her 147 high school youths to assist. They formed a solid line east to west with plastic bags in hand to execute a mass
campus pick-up trash action that moved from Highway 80 northward across the campus in twenty minutes. A brief inspirational

intergenerational  sharing period with the youths followed in the college chapel.

The spirit volunteerism set ablaze spilled over into Saturday when administrative staff and faculty, including a busy President
Jenkins, joined First Christian Church Pastor Martin Foster of First Christian Church in Irving, TX and two of its lay member
volunteers to paint the Frost Dormitory.

Further, as part of the response to H.O.M. thirty-four persons contributed $2,485 toward the roofing of Heritage House and
purchase of needed campus maintainence machinery. The gifts enabled the House to be roofed. If sufficient additional gifts are
sent to Jarvis by August 1995 the much needed machinery will be purchased and other improvements made. (Note listing of
givers to-date on page 6 of this issue.)

HANDS-ON-MISSION  was not "all work and no play." The evenings were highlighted with a special dinner fellowship at the
President's Residence, free-time to use the Olympic size swimming pool, a tour in the college bus narrated by the President, a tour

of Annie's Bed and Breakfast House, Gift Shop and Dinning Room, all in Big Sandy, TX.

Participants learned that the Jarvis campus took up approximately 200 acres; that the virgin land owned to the south of the cam-
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(From Previous PtqgJe)-

pus was twice as large as the campus and contained the sewage plant, a lake full of pan fish. and many unlawful deer
stands; that once upon a time Jarvis had 25 oil wells pumping but not any more. Twelve years ago income from oil was be-
tween two and three million dollars. Today it is much less than $230,000! That land owned by the school elsewhere brings
the total owned to a little over WOO acres.

Everybody involved would have been physically drained if it had not been for Delores Acosta of Marriott Food Services
who provided substantial meals for all who labored. Lela H. Jackson, Coordinator of Special Events and Dorothy C. Brown,
co-director of residential life, also contributed by bringing in community volunteers and students to serve as helpers. Finally
participants were undergirded by a spirit of wholesome community and fellowship which was encouraged by Denice
Spivey, the College Church Pastor, and his wife, Sandra. During the mid-week evening service Pastor Spivey invited partic-
ipants to observe nearly 100 summer program youths engage in an impromptu bible oriented rap session on "Violence."

During the closing dinner program moderated by On-Site Coordinator Cecil Higgs, Assistant to the President Delilah Hall,
aided the President in presenting certificates and tokens of appreciation to the H.O.M. participants. Dr. Jenkins proposed
that the dates of May 19-24, 1996 be considered for the next HANDS-QN-MISSION event. The Rev. Rolland Perry, pastor
of Fellowship Christian Church, Kansas City, KS, an alumnus of Jarvis, was asked to be the 1996 National Coordinator.



