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The Oldtimers' Grapevine

January - February 1996

Retirement of Church Unit Presidents Point to Progress &
21st Century Challenges by william K. Fox, Sr, Editor

First in a Series of Three

Articles
|W| ithin the next twelve
months presidents
Richard R. Lance of the
National Benevolent Associa-
tion, Lester D. Palmer of the

Pension Fund of the Christian
(Disciples of Christ) Church, and
James M. Seale of the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society, will
retire.

Forty years ago the church felt an
urgency to get its inner work-
ings more in line with the Christ
ideal in order to better meet criti-
cal human needs in the world. As
these dedicated church leaders
retire, the challenge continues.

During the onset of the civil
rights movement (i. e. 1954 -
1960) the National Christian
Missionary Convention
(NCMC) and the International
Convention of the Christian
Church  became increasingly

sensitive to the fact that most of
the Black Disciples of Christ
constituency belonged to congre-
gations who operated outside the
framework of the predominantly

inside ...

NBA President Richard Lance and wife, Janice, with NBA Board of Directors
President Titus James on the right from Wichita, KS. Lance retires in 1996.

Caucasian church.

The National Convention was a
African American led organiza-
tion which existed for the purpose
of meeting the educational, inspi-
rational and empowerment needs
of Black Disciples of Christ. Its
existence mirrored the inconsis-
tent and frustrating status of race
relations of that day. An annual
Convention session and interven-
ing gatherings were held in a cen-
tral city church facility usually lo-
cated in a highly concentrated

*NBA'S LANCE: Led in Growth in Services; Widened Circle e.....oe.....0....... ...
*Magdalen Shelton heads a "Miracle Ministry ..."

Black community. Its president
presided over a Board of Trustees
which included whites who were
staff representative of their re-
spective denominational program
service agencies. These agencies
gave symbolic support to the
NCMC. During the annual session
these representatives associated
with their Black constituents as
brothers and sisters in Christ.

However, when the International

Continue on Page Two
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Challenged to widen the circle of sharing- from page 1

Convention of the Christian
(ICCC) Churches was in session
Blacks were usually on the periph-
ery of the International Conven-
tion's operation. There was free
association across racial lines, but
Blacks were given racially segre-
gated housing and eating accom-
modations. Many chose the op-
tion of staying in private homes
which were mostly Black.

This was the nature of the times
which motivated the National
Christian Missionary Convention
to devise the .MERGER DOCU-
.MENT which set forth the joint
intention of both Black and White
Disciples of Christ leaders to
guide the church toward function-
ing as one body in the service of
the one Lord and Savior. The
United Christian Missionary Soci-

ety, the principal program service
agency of NCMC-related congre-
gations, was the first to pledge im-
plementation of Merger Docu-
ment principles. Soon after the
Office of the International Con-
vention affirmed those principles
and adopted measures to illustrate
its commitment.

THE MERGER DOCUMENT
urged all NCMC congregations
as well as church program units
like NBA, the Pension Fund and
the Historical Society to

"1. Share in the administration
of Brotherhood agencies by be-
ing on policy making boards
and committees.

"2. Share in the work and em-
ployment at all levels...

"3. Share in the drama and ex-
hibition of the work of the
Church as performed by the
organized life of the Brother-
hood ...

"4. Share in the financial sup-
port of the causes and concerns
of the Church ...

"5. Share faithfully and loyally
in the activities, fellowship, and
aspiration of the Brotherhood,
as we move toward complete
integration.”  (From the
MERGER DOCUMENT, pp. 6-
7,NCMC meeting in Dallas,
TX, August 1959)

These three articles will trace the
progress made on the Merger
principles by the three units the
retiring presidents have led..

NBA'S LANCE: Led Growth in Services; Widened Circle of Sharing

R. Lance is president of the National

Benevolent Association which is known as the social

ichard
R services arm of the church. This graduate from the University of Kansas with a major in finance and

from George Washington University, with a master's in Business Administration,

was a career officer with

the Strategic Air Command for 20 years before his affiliation with NBA. He became Executive Director of
the Child Saving Institute in Omaha, NE in 1973 and the Kansas Christian Home in Newtown, KS in 1977.
In 1982 he was elected president of NBA, where he has served effectively for the past 13 years. In
September of last year he received the 1995 Award of Honor from the Missouri Association of Homes for
the Aging for his "history of commitment, leadership and involvement, which has had broad-reaching effect
on the advancement of services to the elderly." He lives out his commitment to Christian family through his
marriage to wife, Janice, and being father to three grown children, Susan, Melissa and Jana. This life long
member of the Disciples of Christ retires in June 1996.

Last year NBA reported to the Pittsburgh, PA General Assembly of the Church that it was providing
"programs and services for more than 30,000 children, youth and families; older adults; and persons; and
persons with physical and mental disabilities...in 27 states. Community-based programs have almost doubled
from 44 in 1982 to 79 in 1995. Residential services are provided for more than 10,500 persons."

| Continue on Next Page |
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From caring for some to caring for all- from Page 2

During Dr. Lance's administration NBA has achieved national program accreditation in all aspects of its pro-
gram services. Leading business magazines (i. e. Money, nonprofit Times, and Contemporary Long Term
Care) have ranked NBA as one of the most efficient not-for-profits inthe country (ninth) and one of the largest
(36th) based on revenues.NBA was given international recognition last summer when President Lance was a
featured speaker at the conference of the International Association of

Homes and Services for the Aging held in Amsterdam.

Two generations ago NBA and its associated services operated basi-
cally in a separatist mode regarding services to ethnic minorities, espe-
cially Negroes, the term used for Blacks in those days. At NBA's bid-
ding the denomination's Crusade for a Christian World campaign
(1946-1950), was directed to raise $100,000 for a home for "Negro
Children,"” and $80,000 for a home for "Negro aged." The campaign
managed to raise $25,292.68 for the children's home and $31,631.77
for the aged_ or a total of $56,S_)24.45. Sl_JbsequentIy, during the 195_4 Dr. Samuel W. Hylton, Jr., is senior pastor
annual meeting of the NCMC in St. Louis, MO NBA placed an ad in 4 centennial C.C. in St. Louis, MO for the
the host congregation's opening night program booklet which sug-  past 35 years, and a high quality NBA
gested Blacks raise their own money to build facilities and employ staff  advocate. Has led in sponsorship of two
for providing social services to "their own people.” senior citizen housing projects.

However, inthe late 1950's some of the earnings from these funds was used to experiment with an "In Home
Care" services program to Black children and aged. The service was enabled by selected pastors of predomi-
nantly Black Disciples of Christ congregations. In the early 1970's pilot programs with at-risk African Ameri-
can children were attempted.

Eventually, under the forthright leadership of presidents William Gibble (1971-1982) and Richard Lance
(1983-96) the central NBA office and its associated units were launched toward a more Christian and enlight-
ened vision. The slogan: "What we do best is care."” evolved. It captured the spirit and general commitment of
NBA's movement toward this higher purpose. Mechanisms and personnel were put in place to assure that the
"caring” would really mean caring for all persons in need.

The NBA Board of Directors joined hands with the National Convocation Board of Trustees to form a joint
NBA/Convocation Task Force. This group guided a process of cooperative interaction between the two
Boards which resulted in affirmative action in racial minority employment. The principal of funds raised in the
1950's during the Crusade for a Christian World to build racially segregated facilities, were eventually used to
leverage funds in basic mission finance to support racial diversity in Central Office staff employment. The late
Araminta Smith, an African American formerly on the faculty of the School of Social Work at St. Louis
University, was employed by the Central Office as Director of Social Services. She trail-blazed the venture.

President Lance has nurtured a healthy relationship between NBA and the African American-led National

Convocation of the Christian (Disciples of Christ) Church. Central Office staff members Dr. Norma Ellington-

Twitty, Vice-President for Program Planning and Evaluation, and Patricia Clark, Director of Social

Services, have been a vital part of the Convocation's planning for recent biennial Convocation sessions. Fur-
Page 3
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NBA Iin quest of "Diversity by Design"- from Page 3

NBA's report to the 1995 General Assembly of the Church in Pittsburgh, PA pointed to an Affirmative Ac-
tion Program which has been in place nine years. Unit "board membership has increased from 5.7% to
16.1%,.. the percentage of minority residents has increased from 14.9% to 15.2%, and minority employees
from 29.2% to 33.9%."

In recent years. Dr. Lance has taken an interest in lifting the concern of predominantly African American
congregations in development. Dr. Duane Moon, a former NBA Vice-President for Development, has been
designated to function as an "Ambassador for NBA" and asked to promote this concern through field visita-
tions to these congregations.

In 1994 a Diversity by Design Committee, a consultative group of staff volunteers, which includes the presi-
dent and executive secretary of the National Convocation, was organized and charged to make recommenda-
tions for further Affirmative Action throughout the NBA system. Last year $90,259 in "Basic Mission Fi-
nance Affirmative Action Grant funds" were allocated to 13 NBA units for pilot programs. "Two of these
grants were used to produce the video' Si Nosotros Cuidamos de Cada Uno' for Spanish speaking audiences,
two brochures in Spanish, as well as in Korean and Mandarin Chinese."

OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL COVER LESTER PALMER AND THE PENSION FUND OF THE CHURCH.

Pastor M. K. Sheldon and "Miracle Ministry in Bedford-Stuyvesant"
Recognized by $800,000 BCE Building Loan, by WKF, Editor

| M | adalene

Laurelton, N.Y, is a wife,

mother ~ of three, home
builder and senior pastor at St.
Philips Christian Church, Brooklyn,
N.Y. She has walked in the sainted
path of her father, the late Pastor
David L. Kinard. Her story is one
of unprecedented dedication for the
last 30 years to a "Miracle
Ministry”. congregation ~ deep in
"the heart of Brooklyn's
challengeing  Bedford-Stuyvesant
community.

Shelton

Her father founded and nurtured the
faithful St.  Philip's  membership
which  began worshipng in a
converted funeral parlor in March
1963. The building served as both
church and home for his family until

of death September 16, 1981, he was

recognized as the principal pastor
and catalyst for most cooperative
efforts engaged in by the ten to
fifteen Disciples of Christ ministers
in metropolitan Broolyn, N.Y.

Enriched with this spiritual heritage,
Magdalene completed public schools
in Brooklyn and became a receipient
of the  denomination's Star
Supporter Fund. This enabled her to
get a liberal arts degree from Jarvis
College in 1964, a master of divinity

from Interdenominational Theo-
logical Seminary in 1984 and a
doctorate from New York

Theological in 1994.

Throughout these years she has been
involved in providing volunteer and

his retirement in 1980, Before his professional leadership for the

Christian  education, youth and
community ministry of St. Philip's.
In July of 1981 the congregation
elected her as its senior minister.

One of the crowning events in the
life of the congregation came
recently when the Board of Church
Extension granted it a $800,000
building expansion loan. This will
help develop functional church
facilities including a day care center
service. A major general church unit
authenticated the dedication of a
worthy urban ministry.

Dr. Shelton has been a General
Board member and President of the
Ministers and Spouses' Fellowship
affiliated with the National
Convocation. She addressed  the
1990 Tulsa, OK General Assembly.

Page 4
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"Witnessing for Christ in Difficult Places" by Retired Military Chaplain Keller

iT. |

here are several reasons
why there are Chaplains.

One is because every
individual has the right to worship
guaranteed by the Constitution ...
Another reason is because your
church and mine is willing to
provide ministers who are willing
to go in this capacity. The main
reason why we have Chaplains,
and perhaps the most important
one is that there are those of us
who chose the opportunity... to
share, and to counsel, and to
minister ...and relate to those
wherever they are and in whatever
circumstances they fmd
themselves ...

"Some have raised the question as
to whether you could adequately
serve enlisted people if you held
the rank of an officer. | found it
quite advantageous to be an
officer. There were many times |
could accomplish things as an
officer that | could never have
done to meet the needs of people
if I had not held the rank. It is my
belief that if you related in the
right way, if you share with the
right attitude, if you deal with the
problems and issues at hand, it has
little to do with your rank, if you
share in a Christian fashion...The
Air Force can make me an officer
but | had to earn the right to be
their Chaplain and pastor. That's
why we were always addressed as
Chaplain, rather than by our
rank ...

"l find that you will be pretty
much the same kind of chaplain in

PageS

military that you would be pastor
in a given church. If you were
good in serving the Lord in that
capacity, you would find many

Ralph Keller is chaplain at Fox-
wood Springs, Raymore, MO
where the Education Committee
sponsored a special 1995
Veteran's Day  Program..
Seventy-five residents registered
as veterans in various aspects of
military service. Keller served in
the Navy in World War Il
Following 20 years in the
pastorate, he returned to Air
Force Chaplaincy and retired in
1984.

avenues for serving the Lord with
people wherever they are. On the
other hand, if you slight your

Excerpts from A Veteran's Day Key Note Address on "The Role of Chaplains”

duty, or if you think you just want
to be 'one of the boys,' or if you
try to be all things to all people

it will not be long before you have
lost your influence and will have
lost your voice as a Chaplain.
You become a buddy, rather than
one they call upon for spiritual
advice ...

"There is one role that the
Chaplain never chooses, vyet is
called on to do: notification." It is
never an easy task. Chaplains
used to make notification alone,
but when so many became
involved and so many were lost in
the service they began ‘team
notification. '...When you saw
three people coming to your door
in uniform you knew it was bad

Continued on Page 6

Status of the National Convocation Focus on

| i':'&hls Ministry"
1 X \ | eaders of Oldtimers'

Grapevine should know

that in response to the
"Resolution concerning ministe-
rial recruitment and nurture made
by the Minister's Fellowship Au-
gust 8, 1994" in Kansas City, MO,
the  Convocation Board  of
Trustees has taken action. Febru-
ary 1995 the National Convoca-
tion Executive Committee met in
Indianapolis, set in motion a pro-
cess  whereby a  selected
"Committee on Recruitment and
Nurture” was put in place and
scope of work outlined.

Lawrence Burnley of Philadel-
phia, PA and Claude Walker of
Big Sandy, TX were appointed
Chair and Vice Chair. The mem-
bership was Raymond L. Brown,
Lexington, KY; Darryl Trimiew,
Fort Forth, TX; Jack Sullivan, Jr,
Detroit, MI; Irvin Green, May-
wood, IL; Cozell Wilson, N.C.,
Edgar Wallace, Jackquelyn
Woods, Lexington, KY; Norman
Reed, Nashville, TN, Howard
Kennon, Chicago, IL; Raymond
E. Brown, Indianapolis, Robert

Continue on Page 6
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Office of Chaplain Assures us of Christian Presence in Military, from page 5

news... It's not easy to watch a
'fly over,’ and then see it return
with one plane missing...

We know there are those who
chose to be sincere conscientious
objectors' and | respect their
opinions, and we know that there
are many who choose to be
,conscientious participators'
when the need arises. Some
people have the misconception
that all Chaplains endorse all the
military is doing. This certainly is
not the case. | think... people are
caught up in the midst of the hell
of war and anyone that can plant
a little bit of heaveninto their lives
might make a difference...

"... we know that many times our
country involve it's men and
women in situations where we
wish there was an alternative.
They do not have a choice
between the right or wrong. They
have to choose the lesser of two
evils...

"Some think the Commanding
Officer can tell the Chaplain what
do do, what to think, and what to
preach. This coUldn't be farther
from the truth. If you let that
happen you are not really being a
Chaplain. That doesn't mean you
have to disobey rules and
regulations.

It does mean that you are
functioning in relation to your
church. You are never calledupon
to perform any function that is
contrary to the beliefs and con-

victions
represent...

of the church you

"l was assigned to one base when
a new commander came aboard. |
had been inthe Navy for sometime
and in the servicea lot of years and
I had never heard anyone who had
such a filthy mouth. You were
embarrassed when he talked in
mixed groups... In my first visit
with him he didn't clean up his act
at all...I talked of my willingnessto
meet the needs of all.. Then as |
left, I turned back to him and with
a big smileon my face | said, 'I'm
going to ask the Lord to do
something about your language.'

Each time | saw him | would grin
and say,'The Lord is going to do
something special about your
language.” A few weeks later as he
was addressing a mixed group he
said he looked down at me and

said: That blanket-blank chaplain
has got me so | can't hardlytalk.'
A few months later | heard him
give hour lectures without one
inappropriate word.., .

"There are many moments and
side issues that thrill a Chaplains
life. I worked with a number of
service men in Germany to help
erect a new orphanage. It was a
special day for me when they
painted a sign on the end of the
house with a mother and childand
a caption over the top reading,
"The Ralph KellerHouse."...

All heroes were not on the front.
Those of you who were mothers,
fathers,...made supreme sacrifices.
May we all see the day when
swords are beaten into plowshares
and spears into pruning hooks and
may we tum to the One who has
come, that we might have peace."

On the Status of "This Ministry" -from Page 5

Dickerson, Cleveland, OH~with
John Foulkes, Sr. Indianapolis,
IN, and Magdalene Sheldon,
Brooklyn, NY as ex-officio.

The first report isto come before
the 14th. Session of the
Convocation Assemblyin August
1996. "Focus topics” initially
listed for the Committee to
consider for study included: "...
evaluate the current efforts that
are used to recruit and nurture
persons into professionaVor-

dained ministry~ ...the church's
understanding  of  ordained
ministry~...a quantitative study of
current employment trends...as it
relates to Disciple clergy who are
of Africandescent~...describe and
evaluate present internal... and
external factors that affect, either

positively or negatively, the
number of persons entering
professionaVVordained  ministry

within the Disciples of Christ~

Continue on Page 7
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Northeast Texas Church Activities Feature the Henry Family -by CarolBoyd

| K | enneth Henry, os'o-
ciateprofessor of church

history at Interdenom-
inational Theological Center in
Atlanta, GA recently gave an
address of challenge during the
celebration of New Fellowship
Christian Church of Palestine, TX
89th. church anniversary. Vernon
C. Jackson of Fort Worth, TX is
the senior pastor.

The event  was held in
collaboration with the Little
Flock and Fulton Street
congregations who  provided

some of the core members of the
New Fellowship congregation.
New Fellowship includes the
pioneering work of the Little
Flock Christian Church under the
leadership of the late Enoch W.
Henry, Sr. who was its pastor for

9 wyears. The Kkeynoter is a
"Timothy" of the congregation.

In 1960 the National Christian
Missionary Convention meeting
in Columbus, OB, recognized
the Henry family's 250 years of
ministry. A plaque was given to
the following Henrys: R.H.,
AA., WM, HH., EW Sr,
EW:, Jr. and K. E. W. Jr. and
Kenneth are living. E. W, Jr.
received his 50 years in ministry
Honored Minister's pin from
the Hollywood Beverly Hills
C C in October 1994.

The Fulton Street congregation
was once led by ministers like G.
W. Taylor, A. D. Littles, 1. E.
Quarles, Charles Faulkner, John
Compton, E. W. Henry, Sr. ar:j

"This Ministry" Task Group Plan to Report-

from page 6

provide a histon@! perspectife o
how Disciples have recruited
ministers in the last 40 years~
evaluate present seminary
education as to its ability to
educate  pastors who are of
African descent to serve Black
congregations and other positions
requiring ordination.

Concerned church groups and
individuals should pray for the
success of this  important
Committee and look forward to
receiving a copy of its first report.
Provide in-put if requested.

Page 7

New Forms of Ministry

Indianapolis, IN-  Retired
Disciples  of  Christ  church
administrator ~ Ernest Newborn,
Sr. recently wrote the following
letter to the Immanuel
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. of
this city:

"I have been privileged to serve as
Immanuel's Interim Pastor. It has
been among the most fulfilling
experiences of my forty years in
ministry ...1 am now prepared for

Continue on Page 8

Obie Bowser. The anniversary
celebration featured music led by
Mattie H. Ester. She dedicated
numbers to her mother, Mrs. E.
W. Henry, Sr., who reached her
98th. birthday October 10, 1995.

OTHER EVENTS

Palestine, TX- Enoch W. Henry,
Jr of Los Angeles, CA visited his
homeplace in Palestine in June and
July. Time was spent time with
his ninety-eight year old mother.
His sisters, Carol Boyd of
Jacksonville and Betty H. Cannon
of Atlanta,Georgia joined him in
visiting the New Fellowship and
North Bolton Street Christian
congregations. Henry, now
retired, addressed both church
bodies, reminding them of "many
fires that need to be-rekindled."
He urged them to remember how
"God brought us to where we are
when His Word was preached
and taught.”

Jacksonville- The Fall Revival at
North Bolton Street Christian
Church was held October 18-20
and was climaxed by Kenneth W.
Bree of Bay City. Vernon
Peoples, a minister from Tyler,
was the "Homecoming" speaker.
Among out-of-town visitors were
Ann Blanton, Maybelle Johnson,
Mr.& Mrs. Romeo Bagley, R.
Webster, from Dallas, TX~ Cora.
L. Jackson, Indianapolis, IN~and
Annie L. Fain, Palestine, TX

(*Cora Jackson died in Palestine
before returning to Indianapolis.)



Retired Clergy's Article in "Arizona Highways"

lﬂ he November, 1995
|_ issue of Arizona
Highways, one of the

higWy regarded and beautiful slick
paper magazines, contains an

You will want to read that article
in Arizona Highways by Dan
Genung. Dan is known to us for
his pioneering work as the

article by Dan B. Genung, Jr. of f————————————— —

Clarement dealing with the death
of the Apache Kid. Dan is the
retired and founding pastor of the
All Peoples Community Church
and Center in Los Angeles, CA.

In a letter to Oldtimers', Pastor
Genung writes: "Actually it is a
chapter from Death in His
Saddlebags, my history of sixty
years among the Yavapai Indians
of Arizona. 1 tell of the Kid's visit
to my family when he was near
death. Seven army posts and
several sheriffs were hunting him
down. | try to make clear that the
Kid was not guilty of any crime,
just as | try to tell the truth of

massacres blamed on the Yavapai.

Actually he was Yavapai, not
Apache. "Pai" means "People,"
and Yavapai were "People of the
Truth." Literally "People of the
Sun Mouth Rule,” a poetic
expression indee.d. In my book |
ran a picture of Viola Jimula,
chieftess of the Yavapai, simply to
show a beautiful example of this
tribe. Her life had no connection
to my historical period, but she
was a good family friend. Sen
Barry Goldwater, who
photographed hundreds of native
Americans, said "She is endowed
with the calm of the morning
sunrise.”

"I tell of the Kid's visit to my
family when he was near death.
Seven army posts and several
sheriffs were hunting him down."”
I try to make it clear that the Kid
was not guilty of any crime. "

leader of the All People's Church
ministry to Japanese Americans
and others following World War
I1.The Community Center which
was eventually established has
served to meet many Ccrisis
situations in L. A. He is currently
writing the early history of the All
People's outreach ministry.

New Forms of Ministry
Page 7

closure to my role and
responsibility as interim pastor.
I am grateful for the call last
Sunday to serve as Parish
Pastor ...While this change is
challenging, | am comfortable
with and inspired by my new
role. 1 am excited about the
opportunity to work in
partnership with ... the Reverend

Phil Tom in the ... outreach
ministry through Immanuel. ..
Janice joins me in thanking

you ..."Dr. Newborn is dually
aligned with the  United
Church of Christ, and the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

es oo W. Hylton,

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

For Whom the Bells
Toll

| D| onald Ans!in Gibbs. Sr.

of St. Louis, MO, born
in Festus, MO July 22, 1935, died
November 29, 1995 in Greens-
boro, N.C. The alumnus of Jarvis
Christian College and student at
Butler  University's  School of
Religion in Indianapolis, IN was
married to the former Claudine
Stennis in  1959. They were
blessed with two children, Donald
Gibbs, Jf. and Sandra Jean.

Gibbs, whose father and grand-
father were Disciples of Christ
ministers, served congregations in

Missouri, Ohio, Maryland, and
North  Carolina. A memorial
service was held in Centennial

C.C. his home church. Pastor S.
Jr.officiated.  Two
sisters, Naomi Smith and Billie
Gibbs, join wife, children and
friends to mourn his loss.

= oisanne Buchanan,
LbJ resident in  NBA's
Robin Run Retirement Center
of Indianapolis, IN and native of
Franklin, IN, died December 7,
1995. The retired director of
social welfare concerns in the
former department of church in
society of the Christian Church in
the 1960's - 1970's, joined the
late social activist Barton Hunter
and others in life-long dedication
to serving those "lowest on the
totem pole." There was a service
at Robin Run, with cremation &
scattering of ashes in Franklin.

Page 8
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Vl]/-li.L_I;Hl'he Oldtimers' Support Community

HANK YOU" TO

DONORS SINCE

THE LAST ISSUE:
Earl W. Rand, Marshall, TX;
Carol H. Boyd, Jacksonville, TX;
Frances  Chambers, Kathryn
McKay, Bertha I. Lovell, Cleda
Enloe, Dorothy Sweat,
Charles/Christine  Holmes, Gil-

ford/Denise Ollmsted, Harry/Flo
Kallenbach, Raymore, MO;
James/Judith  Frazier, Overland
Park, KS; Dan/Frances Genung,
Olive Long, Lois L. Thompson,
Claremont, CA; C.W./Alpha
Arnold, Los Angeles, CA,;
Charles/Martha  Barr, Cameron,
MO; Clytee Washington, Har-
vey/May Lord, Chicago, IL; Ca-
vanah Clark, Oklahoma City,
OK, Verleska Hicks, Dayton, OH;

Howard/Margaret ~ Short, Lorraine
Dudley, St. Louis, MO; Dorothy
Mason, Las Vegas, NY; , IL;
Mary E. Fugate, Rogersville, TN;
Russell/R. F. Lane, Sr., Kansas
City, MO; Ruth R. Patterson,
Philadelphia, PA; Willie E. Green,
Jefferson City, MO; RolandIPearl
Thompson, Cincinnati, OH;
Roland/Kitty Huff, Jacksonville,
FL; N. VernonlLo Ann Blanken-
ship, Lexington~ KY; Donald
E/Mary Mitchell, Indianapolis, IN

PRAY FOR: Vernon Blank-
enship, retired B. C. E. staff,
moved to Lexington, KY to be
nearer family. Vernon is combat-
ting M.S.

Carnella J. Barnes, of L. A.,
CA, retired U.C.M.S. staff

Page 9

home recovering after prolonged

hospitaliization.

Robert Hall, retired regional
church  executive, Raymore,
MO, whose wife, Kathryn is
home under hospice care.

Enoch W. Henry and family of
Los Angeles, CA for recent loss
of a sister, Cora Henry.

Frances Chambers of Raymore,
MO, veteran D.R.E., hospitalized
with failing heart valve.

Earl W. Rand, Sr. of Marshall,
TX, for the sudden death of a 28
year old grandson, Randye Steven
Rand. Service at Jarvis College.

Russell Lane, Kansas City, MO,
veteran church leader at Central
C. C. had three heart attacks
while hospitalized.

Thelma Hastings of Raymore,
Mo, retired U.C.M.S. staff, seri-
ously ill with pneumonia & hip.
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A New Year's Challenge: Dealing with "Choice"

|A | s the New Year dawn,
we may have had

experiences in church, at
home or on ajob which caused us
to rethink who and whose we are.
Whatever my condition  or
location what things in life should
| give highest priority?

Like Adam and Eve, God has
placed us in an exciting world
with many blessings, difficulties
and rewarding challenges. Like
Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden, God has given us the power
of choice. It is our path to
freedom. As the New Year is
getting older, how are you dealing
with God's gift of choice?

Flo Kallenbach, a dedicated

Christian and prolific writer, is a
former teacher of English and
director of Teacher Training at
Lincoln University in Jefferson
City, MO . She lives in the
Foxwood  Springs Retirement
Community and is the vice-
president of the Oldtimers'
Grapevine Board of Directors. Flo
shares the following verse on

CHOICES

"We are free to wear blinders
And miss wondrous beauty;
We are free to live for self
And find futility;

We are free to be petty

And reap a stiff toll;

We are free to foster hate And
warp our own soul.

THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
500 Mott Drive - Apt. 1028

inside....

Raymore, MO 64083

Jamesl M. Seale (0100)

Or we're free to shed blinders
And see awesome beauty;
Weare free to deny self

And find victory;

We are free to be humble
And see God's good will;
We are free to foster faith
And Love needs fulfill.

We are free to choose Death's
Dark, fearful domain,

Or we're free to choose God's
Everlasting Reign."  1/1996
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*The NCMC "Merger Document” and the Retirement of Three Unit Presidents
*A Retired Military Chaplains Talks About the Role of Chaplaincy in the Armed Forces

*A Valiant ChristoCentered Congregation in the Heart of Brooklyn Gets a Boost!

*National Convocation Task Group on "This Ministry" Starts Probe
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Historial Society President James
M. Seale Retires by William K. Fox, Sr - Editor

Second in a Series of Three Articles

r———l ames M. Seale, Pres i-
L-IJ' dent of the Disciples

of Christ Historical
Society, will be retiring from a
general church unit which may not
be as visible to the individual
church member as others. Peter
M. Morgan, formerly Associate
for Worship and Renewal in the
Division of Homeland Ministries'
Center for Leadership and Min-
istry, was elected to succeed
Seale.

The Historical Society enables in-
dividual church members and con-
gregations to conserve all aspects
of their church life and work. At
the same time it' provides them
with a resource for getting a pic-
ture of what individual Disciples
of Christ and congregations have
done within church and society.
Short term training experiences
are sometimes offered to congre-
gational historians.

Dr. Seale says that "As | look
back across the years | am

(Continued on Page 2)

Librarian May Reed, (seated)
Assistant to the Director of Library
and Archives David I. McWhirter
(standing right) at the Disciples
Historical Society in Nashville, TN,
and Librarian Charlotte Rose, also
an Assistant to the Director, review
documentsfrom congregationsto be
placed in the archives of the
denomination's Historical Society.
Congregations and individuals are
encouraged to deposit historical
materials with the Society.

Inside This Issue

The Pension Fund Page 3
New Realities Challenge Page 5
Transformation of Old Page 5
Missions Building

For Whom the Bells Toll  Page 6

Raymore, Missouri

Merger Document
Formed Framwork for

Policies Adopted

HE MERGER DOCU-

MENT of 1959 urged all

congregations,  regions,
institutions and general program
units like NBA, the Pension Fund
and the Historical Society to

"1. Share in the administration
of Brotherhood agencies by be-
ing on policy making boards
and committees.
"2. Share in the work and em-
ployment at all levels...
"3. Share in the drama and ex-
hibition of the work of the
Church as performed by the or-
ganized life of the Brother-
hood »..
"4. Share in the financial sup-
port of the causes and concerns
of the Church ...
"5. Share faithfully and loyally
in the activities, fellowship, and
aspiration of the Brotherhood,
as we move toward complete in-
tegration. "(From the
MERGER DOCUMENT, pp. 6-
7,NCMC meeting in Dallas, TX,
August 1959)

*kkkk
NOTE: The term "Brotherhood"
was accepted use when this doc-
ument was developed. It should
be understood today (1996) as
meaning the General Church.
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Society Has 33,000 Plus Books; Belongs to Computer Library Center
Network Which has 33.5 Million More Entries -Continuedfrom Page 1

pleased ... During the past thirteen years the size of the library has grown by one third.
Endowment funds have grown from $501,362 in 1982 to over $1,600,000 as of September
30, 1995. Eleven new designated endowment funds have been established with a value of
$358,285. The number of Named Funds has risen from 72 to 214 for an increase of 142
Named Funds during these thirteen years. The number of Life Memberships has grown by
33% ... many more people are getting involved in the ministry of the Historical Society and
using its vast resources. "

The late Dr. Merle R. Eppse, widely known African American historian from Nashville, T~nnessee, often
said, "Negro Disciples of Christ history was seldom found in writing. Like African stories, it usually existed
in their heads and/or experience.” For a long time it was believed that few resources about Negro Disciples
of Christ could be found in the Disciples of Christ Historical Society.

Retiring President Seale reminds us "that in 1971 the Society did a survey of Black church material and
published a Preliminary Guide to Black Materials in the Disciples of Christ Historical Society." Most of these
resources are in the archives of the Society. In 1976 the Society staff worked with a Task Group on Publica-
tions from the National Convocation which used this Guide as one of its resources to assist Bethany Press in
the publication of a special CWF/CMF study document called THE UNTOLD STORY, A Short History of
Black Disciples. Some predominantly African American Disciples of Christ congregations have sent a variety
of materials to the Society for historical purposes. Today May Reed, one of the Society's assistant librarians,
May Reed monitors the intake of such resources as one of her several responsibilities.

Independent African American Initiatives

Experience has underscored the fact that in most cases, the writing and collection of historical materials about
ethnic racial minorities within the Church is best done by concerned ethnic members of those groups. This
contention has been proven through several successful efforts in recent years. For example, the series of two
lectures delivered at Barton College in 1993 by Kenneth E. Henry of Decatur, GA on "Faith and Learning
among African American Disciples of Christ;" the photographic exhibit developed by the National Benevolent
Association and its Central Office Staff person Patricia Clark; the comprehensive Black Disciples of Christ
Photographic Book Project created by former National Conovocation of Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) officer, Ruth Jackson of Jackson, MS; and the Blair T. Hunt and 1. E. Walker Historical Project
recently put in place in Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church of Memphis, TN under the leadership of
Senior Pastor Alvin O. Jackson.

Finallyan extensive Black Disciples Heritage Archive Project is lodged in the library on the campus of Jarvis
Christian College, Hawkins, TX. It came into being through the initiation and direction of Librarian and
Archivist S'arah G. Berry of Grambling, LA. This project is an integral part of Freshmen student orientation.
Acquisitions for the Jarvis project are still being accepted. The Historical Society should be encouraged by
such interest in Disciples of Christ history ..
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Pension Fund President Lester Palmer Retires by w K. Fox, Editor
-Since 1973 Special Apportionments Pensions and Credits Increased 248.24%-

teacher, athletic coach, and pastor who joined the Pension Fund staff as a Gen-

eral Representative in 1966, will retire July 31, 1996. He administers the orga-
nization which enables church employees to establish pension, health, and savings plans
which could assure secure retirement living. While engaged in this service he enhanced his
seminary degree preparation by securing Chartered Life designations as an "Underwriter"
and a "Financial Consultant. "

OJ n ester D. Palmer, President of the Pension Fund, the former public school

Lester Palmer

In a recent letter to "The Oldtimers' Grapevine™ Dr. Palmer says "These have been thirty' great' years. | was
influenced early on by F. E. Davison's book, 'l would do it Again.' I can truthfully say, 'l, too, would do it
again.'... And it was fun."

Following retirement July 31 he will continue until the end of 1996 as Consultant to the President and Histo-
rian. Palmer will be completing the Pension Fund's Centennial history. Arthur A. Hanna, current Executive
Vice President-Secretary, has been elected to succeed Dr. Palmer August 1, 1996.

Lester writes, "I have fully appreciated the contributions of those faithful leaders of the Pension Fund ...
They labored under more difficult circumstances and were able to convince this church that full-funded, ac-
tuarially a sound pension system was needed ...

In my tenure as President (1984-1986), ...This pension Plan has been made available to all, and we have made
a special effort to present the Plan to the African American constituency ...

The most appreciated accomplishment over the past twenty years has been the unusual growth in the in-
vested funds of the Pension Fund and the Board's commitment to increase the benefits of the Pension Plan
members and beneficiaries through Special Apportionments. Pensions and pension credits have been in-
creased by 248.24% since 1973..."

Palmer feels that all.ofus "can celebrate” the accomplishments of the Pension Fund because it has been the
result of "dedicated staff and board, and a very gracious group of members and beneficiaries and the encour-
agement and support of this church...”

Services to and with racial ethnic Disciples of Christ Church members has been on an equal, high quality and
dedicated basis. Unfortunately, many non-Pension Fund member African American Disciples of Christ, along
with some senior retired foreign missionary workers, make up a large share of those receiving grants from
the important Ministerial Relief and Assistance Fund solicited from all Disciples of Christ by the Pension Of-
fice.

There is limited knowledge about the Pension Fund ever making a primary focus on the intentional involve-
ment of racial ethnic persons in Pension Fund administration and policy. Within the past 40 years the Fund's

(See PENSION BOARD on Page 4)
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New Socio-Economic Developments Suggest "Merger Vision Review"

he United Christian Mis-
OJ sionary  Society, the

principal national pro-
gram service agency resourcmg
the  congregations, especially
NCMC related congregations,
was the first to pledge support to
the Merger Document commit-
ment in 1960.

Ten years later as racial unrest
was boiling over into violence in
the streets of the cities, our de-
nomination was in the midst of
general restructure. A most signif-
icant action was taken by the
church-at-large. During the Bien-
nial General Assembly of the
Christian  Church (Disciples of
Christ) meeting in Seattle, Wash-
ington August 15-20, 1969 the
General Board developed an epic
making response to the widely cir-
culated "Black Manfesto,” a radi-
cally expressed claim for redress
by angry young Black Americans.

The response of our General
Board was Business Item 19
called "A Message fro~ the Gen-
eral Board to the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)." It was dis-
tributed to all of the congrega-
tions, church units, and institu-
tions. It formed the backdrop for
the denomination's witness in the
U.S.A for the next generation.

The church compiled a body of
experience from pilot programs
and interaction with other denom-
inational groups with a similar
concern. Learnings from this ex-

perience were shaped into action
models. The 1971 Louisville Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 46,47,
and 48 formalized outlines of pro-
gram which gave guidance to
church program units, organiza-
tions and congregations seriously
wrestling with the current justice,
reconciliation, and ministry con-
cerns.

Some Challenges Ahead
for Church Unit Presidents
and Congregations

The social and economic systems
today are markedly changed from
those in operation during the for-
mation of the Merger Document
and passage of subsequent Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions and for-
mation of program policies.

Some of the general church units,
notably the National Benevolent

Association and to a degree, both
the Divisions of Homeland and
Overseas Ministries, have demon-
strated the wisdom of seeking for-
mally prepared, experienced and
dedicated church lay persons for
professional and administrative
positions. They have shown that
lay persons ca,n be found for
church employment who are will-
ing to forego the lure of higher
salaries and fringe benefits which
have been more prevalent in the
world of corporations and high
technology.

Often the personal faith journey
experiences of such lay persons
has led them to understanding and
appreciation of the rewarding op-
portunities which could be theirs
in church employment.

(See PRIORIlY CONSIDERA-
TIONS, Page 5)

Pension Board and Executive Staff Exhibit Positive
Attitudes Toward Merger Document, from Page 4

board of directors membership has become racially and culturally diver-
sified. The research Dr. Palmer is doing in connection with the writing
of the Centennial history may enlighten us on such matters. There is

potential for future progress.

Historically, a direct line of communication, however,

has usually been

maintained with the administrative staff person for the National Chris-
tian Missionary Convention, now National Convocation of the Chris-
tian (Disciples of Christ) Church. The writer once occupied that posi-
tion and worked with Dr. Palmer as the Pension Fund Executive
chaired the General Assembly Board's Task Force on Ministry. He re-
members the even-handed performance of Dr. Palmer.
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Priority Considerations: Retention of Most Clergy in Congregations;
Preference for Qualified Laity in Administration- from page 4

today there are many more of
such lay persons in the church
than seminary prepared and com-
mitted ministers. This is charac-
teristic of many viable congrega-
tions regardless of racial and eth-
nic composition. Many such laity
already possess the administra-
tive, technical skills and experi-
ence needed for the efficient oper-
ation of the general and institu-
tional units of the church. What
many of them need is the an
awareness of the opportunities for
professional and technical service
in the life and work of the church.

The April 1995 issue of THE AT-
LANTIC MONTHLY lifted up
some demographic data which
highlighted the fact that the num-
ber of African Americans that had
attended college had grown from
214,049 in 1940 to 5.89 million
by 1990. Many of these persons
are in our congregations.

As the dawn of the twenty-ftrst
century looms just. ahead, let us
pray that church units like the
Pension Fund, Historical Society
and others who seek the employ-
ment of administrative and techni-
cal personnel, will be enabled to
tap into this enriching and ex-
panding human resource. May
this especially be true when in
their searches they include per-
sons from racial and ethnic mi-
norities.

If the general and regional mani-
festations of the church could

have greater success in such lead-
ership recruitment, a larger num-
ber of seminary prepared minis-

An analysis of contempor-
ary...American society seems to
suggest that there may be
more... lay persons available
for... leadership in the church
than in timespast.

ters might be available for leader-
ship in the congregations of what-
ever predominant racial or cul-
tural group.

The retention and support of sem-
inary/ordained ministers for lead-
ership in the establishment of new
congregations and the nurture and
expansion of existing congrega-
tions is vital to the integrity of our
loyalty as Disciples of Christ and
the Great Commission.

The expansion of a "call" to in-
clude committed and profession-
ally qualifted lay church persons,
especially when considering non-
congregational  full-time leader-
ship, should be considered part
of the Great Commission. An anal-
ysis of the contemporary socio-
economic picture of American so-
ciety seems to suggest that there
may be more of such lay persons
available for full time leadership in
the church than in times past.

A BIRTHDAY PARTY WITH
PURPOSE: Carnella  Jamison
Barnes of Los Angeles, CA, retired
national church fteld worker and
church leader, was 85 years old
January 16, 1996. She coordinated
a Birthday Party Event for
February 18, 1996 when invitees
were asked to bring a story, joke,
and a donation for Jarvis Christian
College!

State Tax Credit Action Boosts Effort to Transform
Former Denominational Center into New Senior Housing

ndianapolis,

IN- A report inthe January 26, 1996 Indi-

anapolis Star highlighted an Indiana Housing Finance Au-

thority state tax credits grant worth $2.67 million dollar over
a period of ten years to the sponsors of the senior housing project
planned to use the former International Church Office Center in the
eastside Irvington community. There will be 80 one and two bedroom
apartments, a chapel and a large multipurpose room ..

The Star's

staff writer, Sally Falk Nancrede,

reminded readers that

"Low-income tax credits are atool to raise equity capital for affordable
housing, thus lowering the rents." The grant was one of eleven finally
selected statewide from 59 applicants. The senior housing projects will

(See CITIZEN BOARD, Page 6)
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|For Whom the Bells Toll:

Lay Leader Rich in Disci-
ple Heritage Departs

ussell F. Lane, Sr. of
Kansas City, MO,
faithful churchman

and lay leader in the Central

Christian Church passed to his

just reward December 22, 1995
following
a pro-
longed
bout with
h ear t
trouble.

A memo-

rial  ser-

vice was
held December 27 in the Mt. Mo-
riah and Freeman Chapel under
the direction of his pastor, the
Rev. Deloris Turner of Central
Christian Church.

The service lifted up the witness
of Brother Lane as having Jesus at
the "center" of his "joy,"” and his
"...Soul ... Anchored in the Lord. "
All contributors to the service cel-
ebration, including a stirring eu-
logy by Pastor Turner, pointed to
the unshakeable testimony to
Christian faith of Russell F. Lane.

His grandmother was one of the
founding members of the first pre-
dominantly  African  American
Christian (Disciples of Christ)
congregation in Kansas City.
Eventually it contributed members
for establishing Woodlawn Ave,
West Paseo and Central Christian

| congregations.

City, and a former Interim Pastor,
William K. Fox, Sr. of Raymore,

Mr. Lane was an Army Air Force MO, also shared.

veteran in World War 1l and was "a
career employee of the U. S. Postal
Service for 35 years," retiring as a
supervisor. His sixty-five years of
membership in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) was marked
with unwavering and loyal service as
a treasurer, elder, board moderator,

choir member, and Bible study ad- neth R. Garrett, Jr., Naperville,
vocate. IL; eight grandchildren; two

nieces; and other kin and friends.

He leaves to mourn his loss to
family and community, a devoted
wife, Rosemary Lane; a daughter,
Deanette Jones; son, Russell F.
Lane, Jr. all of ;Kansas City, MO;
a brother, George Edward Lane,
Los Angeles, CA,; a stepson, Ken-

Pastor T. 1. Bottoms of Los Ange-
les, CA, senior minister at the All
Peoples Christian Church where
Russell and Rosemary Lane were
married in 1993, participated. Two
guest soloists plus the Male Chorus
of Central Christian, a favorite
singing group which claimed Mr.
Lane's membership, provided music.
Former Central Church staff mem-
ber, Laurice A. Valentine of Kansas

Citizen Board to Begin Transformation of Former Inter-
national Church Headquarters in Spring!

(Continued from Page 5)

"Low-income tax credits are a tool to raise equity capital for affordable
housing, thus lowering the rents."” The grant was one of eleven finally
selected statewide from 59 applicants. The senior housing projects will be
constructed on the former Missions Building property by the Retirement
Housing Foundation of Long Beach, CA which is affiliated with the
United Church of Christ. The Foundation Chief Executive Laverene R.
Joseph has made a firm commitment. Several former Missions Building
employees and current Irvington residents like Robert and Julia Fangmeir,
have worked with the Irving Community Council as catalysts.

Construction on the senior citizen project in Irvington is scheduled to
begin in late spring or early summer and will involve the conversion of
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Another Pioneer Church

Leader Goes On

helma Hastings of
1 Raymore, MO, retired

staff member of con-
gregations and a former steward-
ship and finance arm of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ),
was memorialized in a service held
in the Bromwell Lounge of the
Foxwood Springs Retirement Liv-
ing Center January 5, 1996. She
had succumbed December 19,
1995 following a siege of pneu-
monia while recovering from a
broken hip.

Foxwood Springs Chaplain Ralph
Keller led the service by reading
favorite scriptures and a prepared
statement of memorial from the
family. She was referred to her as
"woman of rare intelligence and
varied talents. Her energy was
boundless; her determination was
fierce. She influenced persons for
good around the world. Her chil-
dren and grandchildren from tod-
dler years to adulthood found her
to be an inspirational and loving

friend whose life illustrated
warmth and  spiritual commit-
ment."

Thelma Watson Hastings was
born in Johnson City, TN just as
her parents were graduating from
Milligan College. Her father,
Joseph. T. Watson, attended di-
vinity school and became a minis-
ter in Virginia. He was pastor of
the Euclid Avenue Christian

Church in Lynchburg, VA. for
twenty-five years. Thelma became
a musician, teacher of drama and

dramatist, youth  conference
leader, and widow of the late 1.
Warren  Hastings, who once

served as the senior minister for
the National City Christian
Church of Washington, D.C.

Theln.a's interest in music and
drama began early. At sixteen she
was teaching drama in the Lynch-
burg high school and also study-
ing voice and piano. During her
freshman year at Lynchburg Col-
lege, she met 1. Warren Hastings
who had just returned from ser-
vice in World War 1. They were
married in their sophomore vyear.
Following graduation, Thelma ac-
companied Warren to New
Haven, CONN to pursue a mas-
ters degree at Yale Divinity
School at which time their first

daughter,

Jacqueline

was born.

Soon after

they went

to the Uni-

versity of

Edinburgh

in  Scot-

land where he secured his Ph. D
and Thelma audited courses. They
returned to the United States for
the birth of their second daughter,
Jo Anne.

While her husband served as se-
nior pastor of congregations in
Savannah, GA and later the Uni-
versity Christian Church in Seat-
tle, WA, she worked in drama and
music with university students
and church youth. She became

Continued on Page 8)

Another Church-Related Neighborhood Organization
Sponsoring Affordable Housing Gets Tax Credit Grant

ndianapolis. State Housing Authority Executive Director Pep-
percorn stated that the Mapeton-Fall Creed Neighborhood As-
sociation in northern Indianapolis was another church related
sponsor of affordable housing among the eleven recipients. "In th~ ~ase

of Mapleton-Fall Creek,"

Peppercorn

said, " where you're rehabihtat-

ing 28 homes scattered throughout the area, you're strengthening the

character and economy of the neighborhood.”

They received a tax

credit grant with a potential 0f$2.57 million.

The executive director of this community based association is Mrs.
Cunningham who belongs to the Light of the World Christian Church
and is also a member of the National Benevolent Association Board of
Directors. This is the second tax credit grant received during her tenure.
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endeared to them and lovingly
known by the nick name "Kippy."

When Dr. Hasting's was called to
be the senior pastor for the Na-
tional City Christian Church in
Washington, D. C., she continued
her work with university students
and church youth. .She also be-
came a board member with both
the National Council of Churches
in American and the United
Church Women, and a trustee for

her alma mater, Lynchburg Col-
lege.

She joined her husband in mount-
ing effective national develop-
ment campaigns for the National
City Church Corporation which
eventually eliminated the church
indebtedness.

Following her husband's death in
1960, she was employed by the
former Unified Promotion depart-
ment of the international office of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Indianapolis, IN as di-
rector of interpretation. She was
thus engaged in speaking assign-
ments and stewardship seminars
across the nation and the world.

This position was followed by ser-
vice as the associate minister at
First Christian Church in Decatur,
IL and later First Christian
Church, Lafayette, IN. Through-
out these activities she managed
to be present for the birth of eight
grand children.

| Following mandatory retirement
at age 70 in 1972, she accepted an
opportunity to go to Japan to
teach English and conduct semi-
nars in that language for business
and professional persons. She
took formal retirement in 1978
and returned to Lynchburg, VA

4+
She joined her husband in
mounting  effective  national

development campaigns for the

National City Church
Corporation which eventually
eliminated the church
indebtedness.

before moving to Raymore, MO
in 1988 and residency in the Re-
tirement Center at Foxwood
Springs. She was a faithful mem-
ber of the Raymore Christian
Church. Among those left to
mourn her loss are two daughters,

Jacqueline Dudley of Alexandria,
VA and Jo Anne Roberts and hus-
band Bill , Annandale, VA; two
brothers, Melvin Watson, Indi-
anapolis, IN, and Richard Watson,
New Castle, VA, and a sister,
Winniefred Smith, also Indianapo-

lis, IN; eight grandchildren; nine
great grandchildren; and many
friends.

"...the stone was rolled away."

Prosperous - by Norman Sims Ellington

the gold that lines my purse
Is as a drop of water

In the ocean blue ...

To find its fullest worth

I share my gold with you!

That love man holds for wealth
Must not the truer deeper things

That breathe deceive ...
For men

Have found the truer joy
To give and not receive!

*kkkk

This poem is from The Bible
When Yoo Want It, a little
book of poems by the late
Norman Ellington written
while he was a soldier in New
Guinea in March-April, 1944,

Ellington was a  creative
Christian ~ saint from St
Louis, MO. He was a
member of Centennial C.
Church who initiated
outreach  projects like the
Mother-to-Mother Program.
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Kathryn Hall: A Faithful
Minister's Help-mate

aymore, MO- Kathryn
r nHaII, joined for more than
62 years of faithful
marriage to her husband, Robert,

and some 60  years in
congregational and regional
Christian ~ ministry,  succumbed
January 15, 1996.

Pl
She had

experienced

an extended
period of
illness. A
me moria |
service was

held January
18, 1996 inu1;.

Raymore Christian Church where
she was a charter member. Senior
Minister Richard A. Rintamaa
officiated. His associate, Beth
Pattillo, a mixed vocal quartet, and
Foxwood Springs Living Center

Chaplain  Ralph .Keller also
participated.

Pastor Rintamaa comforted the
family and friends with a brief
homily of faith and hope drawn
from John's vision of heaven in the
Book of Revelation. The Halls
became residents of the Foxwood
Springs Living Center community
in 1979.

The life of Kathryn was reverently
summarized by her son, Loren Hall
of Indianapolis, IN. He noted that

after a course from Chicago
Extension University and
enrollment in the Butler School of
Religion at Butler University,
Indianapolis, she participated in
many aspects of the church's life.
Among them was being President
of the Illinois Council of Minister's
Wives:, attendance at the annual
meeting of the former International
Convention  of the Christian
Church as a member of its

Recommendati on Committ ee;
membership on the general board
and Administrative Committee of
the General Assembly; and
attendance at the first Quadrennial
Assembly for Christian Women's
Fellowship groups.

She attended the World
Convention of the Churches of
Christ in Australia and New

Zealand, Scotland, Canada, and
Jamaica. In 1967 she joined her
husband on a trip around the
world. She lived six weeks in
Jerusalem in 1975 while her
husband was on an archeological

0'Ig.

1. 1. Stipanowich of Macomb, IL,
a former congregational

moderator and friend of the Halls
while Robert Hall was the Senior
Pastor at First Christian Church,
gave a warm and informal account
of her quiet but consistent witness
in the congregation.

interest in
Christian

He referred to her
evangelism and

education. During the Hall's
years of service in Macomb she
volunteered to organize and teach
a young couples class. Limited
space in the church building
forced them to use the parsonage
as the class room.  This
highlighted the critical need for
additional space. It motivated the
congregation's leadership  to

propose the construction and
erection of an educational
building.

Kathryn Barkley Hall leaves to
mourn her loss, a husband, Robert
M. Hall of Raymore, MO, son,
Loren Robert Hall and daughter-
in-law Sharon, Indianapolis,IN,
daughter, Ruth Ellen Oar and
son-in-law  Mike, ldaho Falls,
Idaho, grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces and
nephews and other relatives and
friends.

Following cremation, an urn
with the ashes was placed in the
Pleasant Hill Cemetery in Orilla,
lowa where the Halls headstone
had been readied and her parents
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For Whom the Bells Toll- from page o

Clarence M. Ross: Supplier
of Lurnber and Builder of
Human Relations

M. Ross of

larence
Raymore, MO, a lumber

dealer and churchman,
was a unique example of "pulling
ones self up by your own bhoot
straps." He

passed away
qui ckly
January 17,
1996 in a
1 o cal

in fi rmar y
following an

ext end ed U=~~~~~ .
period of physical impainnent.

Memorial ~ services were held
Saturday, January 20 in Park Lawn
Chapel with burial in Memorial

P~.~.Ro~w~amemb~~~

the Raymore Presbyterian Church
who, along with his wife, Vina,
attended and gave ~nnual financial
support to the Raymore Christian
Church.

His mother and father died
prematurely ~ during  his early
childhood. Parenthood on a modest
basis was provided by a faithful
grandmother. This  circumstance
necessitated his early employment
at a lumber yard as an errand boy
and maintenance employee. Loyal
performance on the job encouraged
the owner of the yard to grant him
an educational loan. The loan
enabled him to attend a private

school and eventually Park College
in Parkville, MO where he majored
in Bible studies. While there he
met and married his wife, Vina
Geneveve. They enjoyed a
matrimony of 66 years. Clarence
Ross remained an employee of the
Albert Tamm Lumber Company
for 60 years, retiring as its
president in 1977.

Ralph  Keller, the Foxwood
Springs Living Center Chaplain
who brought the eulogy,

emphasized that he was not only a
business man with great integrity
in providing the materials for
building structures, but also a
builder in human relations.

Ross was friendly to all at
Foxwood Springs. Concern for
maintaining this trusted
membership  in the apartment

community of Foxwood, he was
recently motivated to rise in the
dinning hall and appologize to
everyone for an accident he had
with his car in one of the parking
lots.

The chaplain refered to his
devotion to Bible study and the
many years he served as a class
teacher and Sunday  School
Superintendent of the Covenant
Presbyterian Church of Kansas

City, MO.
Chaplain Keller assured those
assembled  that his memory

would live on through his wife,
Vina, a son, James M. Ross of
Lauderdale, FL~daughter, Elaine

Ross Evans, Bates City, MO
several grandchildren,  great
grandchildren, and the many

friends who knew him.

Marian Cowan: Retired Educator & Church Leader

1"1Jl

arian Frances Anderson Cowan, a resident of the Robin Run

L-““ Retinnent Community of Indianapolis, IN and ~ember of
Faith United Christian Church, died February 6, 1996 followmg an ex-
tended illness. She was a highly prepared educator who joined her late
husband, Jason Mouldin Cowan, to serve in a vari-
ety of leadership positions in the regional and gen-
eral church in Texas, the Los Angeles, CA area

and Indianapolis,

IN. Her husband was a school

administrator at Jarvis College, Hawkins, TX and

Southern Christian Institute, Edwards,

MS. Dur-

ing retirement she was a researcher in the Geri-

atrics Department of the University of California,

L.A. She is survived by two sons and their wives~two sisters and other
kin. Memorial services were conducted by Pastor M. A. Glover Febru-
ary 10 at Faith Church. Burial w~ in Inglewood Park Cemetery, CA.
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Supporting "The Message and the Mission"

ONORS SINCE THE
CD LAST ISSUE: Robert

M. Hall, Cleda Enloe,
Wayne/GeneveSelsor,
Glenn/Charlotte  Shoemaker, B.
Opal Holdeman, Raymore, MO;
Sere S. Myers, Karen 1. Yount,
Kansas City, MO; Lillian B.
Dixon, Arzolla Cooke, Knoxville,
TN; Zella Mae Hunter, Tulsa,
OK; Dorothy Hunter, A. Gar-
nett/Carolyn  Day, Ernest/Janice
Newborn, Lorenzo 1. Evans,
Thelma  J./William Pyatt,
Spencer/Kathleen  Austin, Indi-
anapolis, IN; John C. Updegraff,
Jacksonville, FL; Robert L. Jor-
dan, Detroit, MI; Donald O.
Legg, St. Louis, MO; Anony-
mous; Ruth P.IB. T. Hobbs,
Jackson, MS; Annette Jackson,
Nashville, TN.

Help .Share"TheMan.d.M'~-

<

Freewill ~Mtioos

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE to
share The Message -and The Mis-

sion. Thanks for your liberality.

The Message is that under God
in Christ we have a common wit-
ness to make which cuts across

race, culture and nation. We aim

toward a common divine destiny.

When this life is over, we will

live on through family, friends,
and other manifestations of the
divine spirit which resides in us.
One by one we go forward toward

God and the Great Uunkown.

The Mission is to assure that
happenings are humbly recorded
in the hope that the light of Christ
which they reflect will shine
across the path of those who fol-
10w.This is the Mission.

You help promote this message
and mission when you use THE
GRAPEVINE to share something
about God's doings in your life
you would like others to know.

Motivate others to become
readers of THE OLDTIMERS"
GRAPEVINE. Send in names and
addresses. Let us know what you
are doing. Thanksso much!

Just think for a moment! What-

ever your circumstance, God
continues to bless you, even
now! Share a bit of what God

has given you with others. AMEN

~~K THE-~= d
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Peter's Garden Performance Provides Our Easter Challenge!

eter left the thrill packed scene of the Last Supper with Jesus, James and John
mnff and retired to the Garden of Gethsemane. Like the others, Peter was so tensed o ft:ft
-3 up he couldn't stay awake even an hour while Jesus prayed. - i 13

why “.,',._...|.

When the chief priests sent their men into the Garden along with Roman soldiers to ~ / '~
arrest Jesus, Peter joined the other Disciples and scrambled away from the scene. During ‘ : ®
the preliminary examination of Jesus in the home of the high priest, Annas, the temple

police blind folded Jesus. They struck him, saying, "Prophecy. Who is it that struck

you?" Meantime, Peter, who was in eye view of Jesus, was denying that he was a disciple or a Galilean. When
Jesus turned and looked at Peter with understanding grace, Peter cried.

Then Peter sneaked back into the city and followed the action from within the shadows ...As he warmed his
hands at an open fire outside, two women recognized him. They pointed at him saying, "There is one of those '. .,
disciples. But as Peter denied his identity, his Galilean drawl almost gave him away. -

Following the mock trial in the Sanhedrin before the high priest, Caiaphas, Pet~r was not there to vote for his
Master's release. The crowd had the opportunity to chose which prisoner they wanted. Like many of us, Peter
wanted to be there when it counted, but he lacked the courage to join Jesus in sharing the burdens of Cross
bearing.

Earl Marlatt's hymn captures the essence of what Jesus expressed to the mother of the two sons of Zebedee
when she asked that her sons be given special seats in heaven when the Christ arrived. "Are ye able," said

the Master, '10 drink the cup | am to drink? They said to him, "We are able." Can you truly answer,

"Lord, | am able. My spirit is yours. Remold it. Make it more truly Thine? So may it be. Amen

The Oldtimers' Grapevine NONPROFIT ORG.
500 Mott Drive - No. 102B Us. POPS/L SGE
Raymore, MO 64083 RAYMORE MO

PERMIIT NO. 30 .

James/ M. Seale (0/00)
1101 Nineteenth Ave., South
Nashville, TN 37212-2196
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Calla Dean Joseph: "100 Years

Young" by Frank B. Bradley, Washington ,D.C

~~N ~~~~t~se~h y~~

as a baptized believer In
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). "Sister Calla," as we call
her, says she was baptized by El-
der G. W. Crawford as a little girl
in the summer of 1906 in
Greenville, Texas, at the age of
ten. It was a bright and sunny day
and she remembers the event quite
well and loves to talk about it to
anyone who will listen.

It would be impossible to list all
the things she has done or the or-
ganizations she has participated in
or the services she has rendered
over these 100 years. However,
we can say this, she has been
many things to many people
through the years, This would in-
clude, but be limited to Sunday
School teacher, youth leader, su-
perintendent ~ of the Sunday
School, president of the Christian
Women's Fellowship, deaconess,
elder, usher, nurse, and the list
goes on.

She was married to Clarence
Joseph in 1923. After moving to
Oklahoma, she became active in a
number of congregations and
talks freely of her experiences

Calla Dean Joseph

with the Oklahoma Christians and
points with pride to her work
there. Her greatest joy comes,
neverthless, when she remembers
accepting the challenge to come
to Philadelphia, Pennsylvannia
and establish a new Disciples
Church. She recalls accepting the
commission from the late Rev,

|See 100 Years Young, Page 2
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Raymore, MO

More on Calla Joseph

by Mary Poston,
Philadelphia, PA

hiladelphia, PA- Calla

Dean was born in Cen-

terpoint, Texas where
her father, Israel Dean, a former
slave, shaped her early years. He
was secretly taught to read by the
slaveowner's daughter. Later he
taught a fellow slave and friend,
Charles C. Haley, to read. When
the master passed by and saw
them they turned the book upside
down and acted like they didn't
know the difference.

After slavery Charles C. Haley be-
came a Disciples of Christ minis-
ter and organized churches in
towns like Greenville, Cason,
Dangerfield, and Centerfield, all
northeast of Dallas. It is interest-
ing to note that Haley was the
grandfather of the late Charles C.
Mosely, James Ratten, Ruth Pat-
terson, and Mary A. Guess. All
the grand children were above av-
erage and each earned several
graduate college degrees.

Some Oldtimers' readers know
that each of them became out-
standing educators and church
leaders in Texas and Mississippi
as well as the nation.

|See More On Calla, Page 2
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Servant Approaches 100; Ninety Years "Keeping the Faith."

100 Years Young -from P. 1

Eugene Jamesto go to Philadel-
phia to begin the new work. She,
after much prayer, packed her
things, closed her apartment and
moved to "the city of brotherly
love" and began the new work.
The first worship service was
held in the early winter of 1946.

Sister Calla has reached the age
of 100 and is enjoying every
minute of it. She attends church
regularly, needs a little help to
climb the high stairs, but other
than that, is doing fine.

More on Calla -from Page 1

In a like manner Israel Dean's
seed was in Calla and the content
of his character profoundly im-
pacted Calla to do church work.
Her affinnative response to the
"commission” to go to Philadel-
phia and establish a new congre-
gation is also an example of how
several Disciples of Christ congre-
gations were established in urban
areas to serve large segments of
the African American community.

The late Reverend Eugene James,
is an excellent example of gradu-
ates from two of our early
"mission  schools,”  Southern
Christian Institute,’ Edwards, MS
and Jarvis Christian College,
Hawkins, TX. He was acting
within the tradition of the early
church leaders when he chal-
lenged Sister Calla to go to

_~

Philadelphia, PA and "start a new
work." That "work,"” which be-
came known in 1949 as Fellow-
ship Christian Church, is alive to-
day through support from a nu-
merically small but high quality
membership.

Sister Calla ready to serve.

~

Oldtimers who attended the an-
nual meetings of the National
Christian Missionary Convention
will remember Sister Calla as that
wann and smiling usher greeting
you at the door when you entered
for the Opening Night Service.
When space on the program al-
lowed, she would be requested to
read one of her poems written es-
pecially for that particular assem-
bly.

Some of her poems are in anthologies.

Some of her poems are in anthologies.
Here is an example:

ANOTHER DAY
by Calla Dean Joseph

The sun arose
To shed his ray
In gallant pose
Upon the day.

A huge red ball

A stream oflight;
A day's clear call
Disperses the night.

Thus comes the earth
In gold arrayed,;

New life, new birth,
Its strength sun-stayed.

With gorgeous glow,
The planets swing
And homage show
To Him their King.

With reverent eyes
I watch, and say,
"Past sunset skies,
Always there lies-
Another Day!"

Fellowship Christian Church

sponsored a tribute to Calla Dean
Joseph May 4th in honor ofheT
100th birthday May 22, 1996.
Birthday messages can be sent to

Calla Joseph

c/o Mary Poston

5245 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19139



May - June 1996

After 122 Years of Perseverance:

annibal  MO-  Willow
Street Christian Church,
the most vigorous pre-
dominantly
African Ameri-
can Disciples of
Christ congre-
gation half way
between
W. Ann Facen St.Louis  and
Kansas City, under the dedicated
leadership of Pastor W. Ann
Facen, celebrated its 122 nd an-
niversary March 10, 1996 with
and a long awaited new church
building dedication!

B

Former Pastor Dr. Raymond
Brown of Indianapolis, IN, a re-
tired officer of the Board of
Church Extension for the Chris-
tian Church, brought the anniver-
sary message. Dr. John R.
Foulkes, Associate General Min-
ister and Administrative Secretary

of the National Convocation of
the Christian (Disciples of Christ)
Church brought the new building
dedication address. Rev. Nancy
Tanner, Associate Regional Min-
ister of the Christian Church in
Mid-America, led the communion
sefYlce.

A major full column article by the
Hannibal Courier-Post columnist,
plus a two page spread of con-
gratulatory ads from the commu-
nity highlighting the event, docu-
mented the high respect the con-
gregation has from the total com-
munity. Pastor Facen

is in her |
eleventh year of most effective |

Page 3

"Faith Fulfilled"

service to the W.illow Street

Church. Faithfulness has been ful- Wlley Honors Rand During

Religious Emphasis Week
1
Ecumenical Worship

Service during Religious

Emphasis Week at Wiley College
was held February 14, 1996 hon-
oring Dr. Earl W. Rand, Emeritus
President of Jarvis Christian Col-
lege, as a "Distinguished Educa-
tor, Church Leader and Humani-
tarian." Sponsors of the Religious
Emphasis Week stated "The Wi-
ley College family appreciates you
and your commitment to Chris-
tian Education.” Rand was also
called a "man of God who loves
humanity."

arshall, TX- A special

A Long Night's Dream Realized

filled.

In addition to the memory of Ray-
mond Brown's distinguished min-
istry to Willow Street, Oldtimers
will remember the foundational
leadership provided the congrega-
tion by pastors like Cornelius W.
Arnold, now retired in Los Ange-
les, CA and James Smedley, cur- |
rently in Detroit, MI.

The 11 a.m.Wednesday interfaith
worship which honored Dr.

See Wiley College, Page 6

Intergenerational Rel'ationships to be Lifted in Jarvis '96
H.O.M.- Library and Science Buildings in Focus

awkins, TX- On-Campus Coordinator Uris Roberson, Jr has

packaged the 1996 Hands-On-Mission program for June 17-

25, 1996 with an emphasis on enriched intergenerational rela-
tionships. The plans call for approximately fifty adults and thirty students
to do physical improvements on the Olin Library and the Myer's building
that is used mainly for science and mathematics classes.

A college task group that will guide the event has arranged for cultural
enrichment activities that include roller skating, bowling and a trip to
Six-Flags Over Texas. The program is building on the experiences
gained through the sponsorship of the first Hands-an-Mission event in
July 1995. Rolland Perry, pastor of Fellowship Christian Church in
Kansas City, KS, is serving as the National Consultant for 1996.
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For Whom the Bells Toll:

William Bryan: Practical
Theologian/Pastor

It::1 wie ok on c
~ William (Bill) Bryan,
retired pastor, National
Director of Church Vocations for
his  denomination, seminary
professor and Director of Field

Dr. William (Bill) Bryan

Education at Phillips Theological
Seminary, was memorialized
February 28, 1996 in Central
Christian Church. Ministers Gary
McCormick, Kevin Arensman and
Harold VanCleave joined in
guiding  the  ceremony of
remembrance. Following a brief
illness, he succumbed to a
terminal disease in a local
infirmary.

Bill Bryant was born October 11,
1926 in Pueblo, COLO.

Following service inthe Army Air
Corps, Bill Bryant enrolled in the
University of Denver where he
met and married DeLores (Dode)

Allen June 11, 1947. That same
year he was called to the ministry.

Formal preparation at Christian
Theological Seminary in
Indianapolis, IN and Brite

Divinity School in Fort Worth,
TX provided him with a Masters
of Sacred Theology and Doctor of
Ministry. His ordination in 1951 in
his home congregation of Parkhill
Christian Church, Pueblo, Colo.
was followed by 33 vyears of
sevice in pastorates in Oklahoma,
Colorado, and Indiana.

After two years of service (1964-
1966) as National Director of

Church Vocations in the General
Church Office of the denomi-
nation, he was called to Phillips
Theological Seminary in Enid, OK
in 1973 to served until 1992 as the
Associate Professor of Practical
Theology and Director of Field
Education. He also children

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

was also a member of several key
denominational boards in the Ok-
lahoma Region and the General
Church.

He also served Phillips as the in-
terim dean in 1984.

The recent discovery of a terminal
illness brought 'death to a faithful
servant in the church who up to
that time had experienced few pe-
riods of sickness.

Among the family and friends
shocked and mourning by his
demise is his dear wife, Delores,
three children, Michael, Mark and
Judy, and their spouses Sheri,
Bonnie and James, and grandchil-
dren: Tyler, Andrew, Alex and
Spencer of Buhler, KS; Elijah,
Aaron, Lauren and Kali of Over-

| Continued on Page 5

Top Journal Article Says Jarvis "Once again on the
upswing." Freshman Class Number a Record 326!

awkins, TX- In a "portrait" article called "Turnabout in East
Texas" the February 9, 1996 number of the Washington, D.C.
based The Chronicle of Higher Education featured progress
being made at Jarvis Christian College. The author, Katherine S. Man-
gan, noted that the college which had been founded in 1912 by the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), "is once again on the upswing. "

Mangan reports that "Jarvis Christian has operated with balanced budget
for three years, its enrollment is up, and it is planning its first compre-
hensive capital campaign, hoping to raise $10-million over five years.
"The freshman class jumped to 326 this year, from 150 last year, and
two-thirds of the entering students had at least a8 B average in high

school" |
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[For Whom th ~J3e|T3oll:

Tanner and Cailin of Enid, Also
joined with the immediate family
are three sisters: Annie Pile of
Beula, Colo, Pat Rigdon and
Dixie Cardwell, both of Parker,
Colo gnd many friends and other
relatives,

John Paul Jones, President
of Jarvis 1971-76
Jones who served Jarvis

O‘J Christian College as its

President from 1971 to 1976, died
March 21, 1996, He was cited as
a "scholar, teacher, organizer,
administrator, gentleman”
bringing  "dedication,  dignity,
competence, and courage" as the
sixth president of Jarvis, He was
born in Tyler, TX in 1915 as the
son of IM,W, and Ida M, Jones,

yler, TX- John Paul

The memorial service took place
at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church of
Tyler under the direction of
Senior Pastor Dr. Jerome Milton,
who also gave die eulogy, The
Texas College Choir provided
special music,

Among those rendering words of
condolence were Dr. Sebetha
Jenkins,  President  of Jarvis
Christian College, Dr. Haywood
Strickland, President of Texas
College, and Rev, Reginald
Garrett, pastor ofSt. James C. M.
E. Church.

Dr, John Paul Jones

Dr. Jones came to the faculty in
1962 to serve as Associate of
English, Chair of the Division of
Humanities, and later Assistant to
the President. In the summer of
1971, the Board of Trustees
appointed  Dr, Jones Acting
President of Jarvis Christian
College. On March 8, 1~72 he
was named President of the
school.

Page 5

He graduated from  Tyler's
Emmett Scott High School in
1931 as valedictorian of his class.
earned the Bachelor of Arts
degree from Texas College in
1935 magna cum laude. As a
faculty member at Texas College,
he pursued graduate study at the
University of Chicago, from
which he received the Master of
Arts Degree in English in 1941,

Dr. Jones was able to receive
successive grants as a fellow of
the General Education Board, the
Southern Fellowship Fund, and
the United Negro College Fund.

These honors made possible
further study at Teachers College,
Columbia University where he
became a certified doctoral
candidate.

| Continued on Page 6

President Sebetha Jenkins and Jasrvis Teacher
Education Graduates Given Praise- from Page 4

The article highlights the manner in which its first woman President,

Dr. Sebetha Jenkins, faced challenges when she came from the Univer-
sity of Akron, OH in 1991 to lead the Jarvis administration, Strict ad-
ministrative policies had to be enforced in order to meet long-standing
operating deficits and dimminished oil revenues, There had to be staff
reductions which required the President and administrative associates
to enduring community misunderstanding, The remote geographic loca-
tion of the college, once conceived as a negative, was lifted up as a
positive resource, Student and faculty recruitment was improved when
prospects realized the values for high quality living, study and enriching
fellowship that was possible in the small town setting of the college, A
renewed emphasis upon teacher education has made its teacher-
education graduates a prime resource for educational systems,
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For Whom the Bells Toll: ?

From PageS

In 1972 his alma mater, Texas
College. recognized his achieve-
ments by conferring upon him the
Doctor of Letters Degree. That
same year an honors doctoral de-
gree was conferred upon him by
Texas Christian University.

Joining the Jarvis faculty in 1962,
Dr. Jones served as Associate
Professor of English, Chairman of
the Division of Humanities, and
Assistant to the President. He di-
rected a study of the speech and
writing patterns of Jarvis students
in 1968; and in 1971 he chaired
the Jarvis Self-Study Committee.

In the summer of 1971, the Board
of Trustees appointed him acting
President of Jarvis and on March
8, 1972, in his tenth year at Jarvis,
he was named the sixth President
of the College.

President Jones was an amiable
and determined  administrator
whose tenure at Jarvis enabled its
accreditation to be reaffirmed by
the Texas Education Agency.

His experience and specialized
training in the United States Army
from 1942-45 made him a water
purification expert. This aided
him in guiding the establishment
of a modern wat~r purification
system and sewage disposal plant.

He was faithful to the concerns of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), serving on the Committee

i Wiley Colleée Honors Dr.
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- £(-..-)==) ' Rand-from Page 3

on Reference and Counsel of Uni-
fied Promotion, and the Steering
Committee for the Disciples of
Christ Financial Campaign
launched during his tenure.

Dr. Jones leaves to mourn his loss,
a dear wife, Nollie V. Jones of
Tyler, TX; son, John A. Jones and
daughter-in-law Lennie Jones of
Chicago, IL; brother, Reverend
James W. Jones of Tyler, TX;
mother-in-law, Rhoda B. Harold,
and brother-in-law, Dr. Cecil G.
Harold of Houston, TX; sister-
in-law Estelle Harold also of
Houston and many distant Kin,
friends, and former students.

Rand, was a part of a special
three-day observance held at the
Robert E. Hayes Auditorium,
Wiley-Pemberton ~ Complex. It
included instrumental music by
Dorsey Summerfield and numbers
by the Wiley College A'Cappella
Chaoir.

In Dr. Rand's autobiography,
"Earl Wadsworth  Rand:From
There to Here/From Then Until
Now," he refers to his growing up
in a poor family with eight other
children. It was a time when
educational ~ opportunities  for
Black children were extremely

limited. Dr. Rand credits his
parents for motivating him to go
to college, even though they were
unable to go beyond the fifth
grade.

Warning: Don't Use Leftover Antibiotics! from
the University of California Wellness Letter

wo out of three Americans think antibiotics can kill viruses,

like the kind that cause the common cold and the flu. But this

is NOT true. And according to the University of California's
Wellness Letter, people should not take leftover antibiotics to treat these
aliments.

Penicillin and other common antibiotics work only against
bacterial infections, such as strep throat, sinus or staph infections. If a
physician prescribes an antibiotic when a patient has viral pneumonia or
a particularly bad flu, it is a precautionary measure to ward off other
possible bacterial invaders.

Take antibiotics only if a doctor prescribes them and do not save
any for the next time you get a cold. Widespread overuse of these drugs
contributes to the rise of drug-resistant bacteria and may make
antibiotics less effective when you really need them. Maturity News
Service- Reprinted by Permission Uni. Syndicate Press
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Overlooking the Oldtimers' Network
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CD ISSUE: Artie M. Scott,
. Rubye L. Washington,
Chicago, IL; Earl W. Rand, Mar-
shall, TX; SheldonIMiriam Shirts,
Bertha 1. Lovell, Virgil V/Cleatus
Hinds, lan J./Cynthia R. McCrae,
N. Merle Mott, Raymore, MO;
John R.Lucile A. Compton,
Cincinnati, OH; Ruth E. Elling-
ton, St. Louis, MO; Lambrini
Stergiopol, Athens, Greece; Cor-
nelius/ Alpha Arnold, Los Ange-
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Harold R./Evelyn Watkins, Indi-
anapolis, IN; Jo Roberts, Annan-
dale, VA; Bess R. Terry, New
York, NY; Mary Joyce Bechtel,
Sun Lakes, AZ;

A View from Overseas

Athens, Greece- Lambrini Ster-
giopol recently dropped the editor
and wife a note of belated New
Year's greetings. She let us know
that she was" ...adjusting little by
little to my new life in Athens. It
is not easy if you consider that |
lived for 33 years in Indianapolis.
I am blessed in being surrounded
by a loving, caring family; three
sisters and their families, and my
late brother's family... I am doing
pretty good ...1 am grateful and
thank the Lord for every day of
my life. Hope that my friends at
Foxwood are OK. I think often of
you alL.." Those who know Lam-
brini will be happy to know that as

of February 15 her health mainte-
nance program continues and that
she is all right. During her tenure
of employment by the General
Church she helped many through
her work in the Department of in-
Ministry and later the General As-
sembly operations.-

Retirees Still on the Move in
1996

lan and Cynthia McCrae from
Indianapolis, IN to residency in
the Foxwood Springs Retirement
Living Center, Raymore, MO;
John C. UpdegrafT from Jack-
sonville, FL to residency in Indi-
anapolis, IN; Mildred LaTouche
Webb from Harvey, IL to resi-
dency in the Robin Run Retire-
ment Living Center, Indianapolis,
IN.
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. God and Ordinary People by Ernest J. Newbo;n*

r'U ow the word of the
Lord came to me say-
ing, before | formed

you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | con-
secrated you; | appointed you
as a prophet to the nations.”

-Jeremiah 1:4-5-

Jeremiah was an ordinary per-
son who became God's extraordi-
nary prophet.

I was son number ten born to
my parents in rural Tennessee. My
birth was not a celebrated event. |
was just another "colored baby" in
the Newborn household. Years
later when | needed proof of USA
citizenship, | learned that there
was no official record of my birth.

Jeremiah was God's appointee
as "prophet to the nations before
he was born.

The record is replete with or-

The Oldtimers' Grapevine
500 Mott Drive - No. 102D
Raymore, MO 64083

Inside This Issue

dinary people who served God
and humankind in extraordinary
ways.

Mary, a lowly virgin, favored
by God to give birth to the Savior
of the world.

George Washington Carver,
born a slave, traded by his owner
in exchange for a broken down
race horse, became an eminent
agricultural scientist.

Jesus called mostly ordinary
persons as his first disciples. God
consecrated us before we were
born. Christ calls us now to serve
in extraordinary ways.

*From Northwood Christian
Church 1996 Lenten Devotion
Book. Author is Parish Pastor at
Immanuel Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A. and with his wife, Janice,
is contractual staff in Develop-
mentfor the Indiana Region.

May! F. Reed (0100)
1101 Nineteenth Ave., S.
NashVille, TN 37212

*After 122 Years- A Dream Fulfilled!
*Freshman Class at Jarvis at 326!
*Don't Use Leftover Antibiotics!

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

Prayers for the Closing
of the Day -wkF

racious  God of Good-
ness, Promoter of all
Progress and Prosperity,
as we come to the end of another
day, render unto our restless
spirits that peace which passes
all human understanding.
Quell our feverish fears, and
bring us to a steadied stillness that
Thou art a God who is able to
keep every one in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed in Thee.
Amen
*kkkk
And now unto the One God , Cre-
ator of all humankind, be all the
glory. Keep us safely through the
night as through the day. Work in
us the refreshing streams of thy
mercy and grace, and raise us up
in the morning as revived channels
of thy Will through Christ. Amen

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
RAYMORE,MO
PERMIIT NO. 30 .
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LEGISLATION AITT"HC>
RIZINGniE MONUMENT
WIIl. EXPIRE IN OC'fO.
BER 1996. ADEQUATE
FUNDS MUST BE IN

SIGHT.

THE MONUMENT WIIIL.
HONOR MORE 1I-IAN
5000 BLACKPATRIOTS
WHO FOUGHTFORIIE
FREEDOM CAUSE DUR-
ING lliE AMERICAN

REvoumoN.

ED DwlGHr, IliE FIRST'
BLACKASI'RONAUT, DE-
SIGNED IlliIE 90 FOOT
LONG BRONZE MEMO
RIAL WHICH WIIl. OON-
TAIN ABOUTS7 FIGURAr
TIVE IMAGES AND DE-
PICT lliE CONTRIBIJo
TIONS OF SI.AVES AND

FREEPERSONSDURING
THE PERIOD FROM

16CX>TO1783.

niE BLACK PATRIat'S
FOUNDATION WHICH
HAS BEEN TRYING TO
RAISE MONEY FOR niE

PROJECTFORIIE PAST

TEN YEARS CAN PRO-

VIDE FOR INfORM.<ll<o

TION. PHONE  1.8()().
888-9811 OR MAIL
To: 1612 KST, N.W.,
SUITE 1104

WASHINGTON, D.C.

20006

Oscar Haynes Boosts Black Patriots

Revolutionary ~ War Monument

Rockvill\ MD- Retiree
Oscar Haynes, a very ac-
tive Disciples of Christ
churchman in the Wash-
ington Capi-

tol, is part of

an interde-
nominational

task forre in

support of a

"first  time

ever" Con-

gressional

legislationac-

tionto builda

national
monu-
ment in
Washington highlighting
the contnbutions of those
most often overlooked
Afiiam American soldiers
in the War for indepen-
dence.

Legi&latcrsfun - luhiBliei
In~are~tre
BkkRtMiiOuyWarPa-

tocas CalllHIDative Can

the effort

In the Issue:

to secure

Idea

Act\ilich ~ nirt "iJJ,cm

M dilarSto 1gJ E tre

$6.5 mlJioo nxpirOO to IUki
tre  m:ru-
ment oo tre
Nati<nll MaR
milivay  00-
t\tm tre Un-
cdnMtmm
am tre Walb-
irgooMcru-
mn

General MOo

support. oration
P - Ras

pledged nearly $2 million
Actor Ossie Davis and his
wire, Ruby .Dee con-
tnbuted $5000 toward the
project. Donors of any
amount are still wel-
comed. See bottom of the
left colunm. Congress ap-
proved legislationfor the
Memorial and its site in
1986,1988,and 1994.

Raymore,MO

Late President P.
C Washington S
Daughter Receives
Jarvis 50 Year

Graduation A ward

Hawkins, TX- Marcella
Washington Hill, youngest
daughter of the late Jarvis
ChristianCollege President
Peter C. Washington and
mother, Rosae Washing-
ton, was one of six recipi-
ents of the 50 year gradua-
tionaward duringthe May
9, 1996 Jarvis commence-
ment exercises.

Marcella is a highly re-
speded professor and spe-
cialconcultaninmathemat-
icsin Washington. She was
manied to the late Dr.
Wendell Tabor Hill, who
died March 25, 1995while
he was Dean of the College
of Phannacy and Pharma-
cal Sciences at Howard
Universityand receipientof
See 50 YEAR AWARD,

Page 2

Haynes Boosts Black Patriots Project 1
50 Year Honor to Daughter of Fonner Jarvis President

Seniors  KaUenbach and Jordan Celebrate 90th. Birthdays 3-4-
Newborn, Sr.S Children give 40th. Wedding Anniversary for Parents 5

1



A Jarvis' 50 Year A ward to Marcella W HjlJ

50 YEAR A WARD from
P. 1

many honors in his field. She
has two sons- Wendell Hill, I,
a laser physicist in Grembelt,

MD and Philip Hill, an ortho-
pedic 9ufgoofi in Long Beach,
CA. Both are married to
wives who are practicing at-

torneys.

She has done extensive tutorial
wolk with foreign students
and looks furward to further
short-tmn  service in the Mid-
East and/or Asia.

Joining Mrs. Hill in attenJance
to share in the <XX.aSiorwas
her mother, Rosae Washing-
tonand  sister, Rowena Wash-
ington, a retired tiliic school
teacher, both  of Oakland,

CA

During her fitther's tenJre as
President of Jarvis Christian
CoDegefrom 1938 to 1949the

Marcella Hill receives
award May 9, 1996 forfin-
ishing Jarvis 50 years ago.

college achieved the state's
recognition as an accredited
senior college. The first bac-
calaureate degrees were con-
ferred upon graduating  se-
niocs, and a Bible Chair was
established.

The Oldtimers'

89 Year Old Poetess
Rebounds from Ten-
nis Court for Her
90th!

Raymore, MO- Afterwolk-
ing fur months to assemble
and publish a vohune of her
best poems for presentation to
fiunily members who were to
assemble fur the celebration of
her 90th. birthday, flo Kallen:-
bach had abad fullwhile play-
ing tennis on the courtat the
Foxwood Springs Retinnent
Living Center

But even an unplanned
overnight stay in the hospital
did not prevent her from cele-
brating the long expected cel-
ebration.

Her son, Lany N. SUIIHIIA"S,
an oil fuel company owner
from  Huntington, CA,
planned the affirir wbich-
brought 140 fiunily members
from eight states .Sunday, her
94 year old 1J.Jsband, Harry,
an ardent gardner, aided her
inhaving a similar reception at
Raymore Christian church.

({JVvhatsoever Things Are Lovely" - Personal Devotions by Flo KaUenchach

"Gazing at a magnificent sun-
rise, | grasp at the extrava-
ganza of colors - saffrons, pur-
ples, pinks, spashed over a
deep blue backdrop.

A baby's smile, a perfect rose,
a snowcapped mountain or
any other of the countless mar-
vels which reveal God's
majesty, al fill my heart with
joy. And then there is the call
of love, the strength of prayer,

the impact of beauty. Is think-
ing on these things a way of
life?

Phillipians 4:9 provides an
answer: 'Whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things
arejust, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, wharsoever things are
of good report, if there be any
virtue, if there be any praise,
think on these things."

My devotionals were created as
I meditated on the wonders of
God's creation. | wrote them to
celebrate life."

From the Foreword- The de-
votional booklet of 31 pages is
available from Mrs. Kallen-
bach. Like her booklet "Call
Me Tillie," it is her contribu-
tion to "The Fellowship of
John" benevolence Fund. Do-
nations are welcomed.

Grapevine



Janice and Ernest
Newlborn After 40
Years of Marriage

Indianapolis, IN- The chil-
dren of Dr. and Mrs.
Ernest and Janice New-

They are mem-
bers of the North-
wood Christian
Church and re-
late to the Stew-
ardship and De-

born, Attorneys
Ernest  Joshua
Newborn, Jr.
and Mary
Josephine New-
born  Wiggins,
honored  their

velopment Com-  4oth.
mission of the Re-
gional Church in
Indiana as con-  and

sultants.

parents on their
wedding
anniversary by
inviting  friends
associates

of their parents

to a stellar re-

ception July 13,
1996 at the home of
Ernest Jr. and wife,
Josephine Marie in Indi-
anapolis, IN.

Among the many friends
attending were Rev. and

Our Canadian Connection-

St Laurent, P. Q. Canada-

Helen Minor, a frequentresi-
dentof Canada,worldtraveler
and fonner Disciplesoverseas
missionary, died approxi-
mately three years ago. Re-
centlyshewas rememberedin
the UnionUnitedChurchwith
a donationfrom the Coward
fiunilygiven in her name for
new hymnbooks.

—_

Mrs. William K. Fox of
Raymore, MO. When
Rev. Fox was pastor of
the Centennial Christian
Church in St. Louis, MO
forty years ago he went to
Youngstown, OH to join
in marriage, Janice Robin-
son, a music teacher and
Ernest Newborn, a Disci-
ples of Christ minister

Ever since those wanting to
haveFrenchasthe officiallan-
guage of Canada lost at the

pollslastyear to those prefer-
ringEnglish,there hasbeena

push to get those preferring
Englishto leave.

English hospitalshave been
closedin St. Laurentand few
schoolsare open to English

July - August, 1996

serving a congregation in
Canton, O. Janice's family
heritage was rich in prac-
ticing lawyers and com-
munity service leadership
.Ernest's household also
included church leaders
and business en-
trepreneurs ..

Forty years later their
daughter, Mary Jo, a
Smith College graduate, is
married to Donald Wig-
gins, an accountant, and
she is a tenured professor
of law at the University of
San Diego Law School.

Ernest 1., Jr., a Drake
University — alumnus, s
married to Josephine Sto-
vall, a pharmacist, and is
Vice-President and Gen-
eral Counsel of Accordia,
Inc.They are proud npar-
ents of Ernest 1. Newborn,

11 Bath Mary and Ernest,

|S_ee NEWBORNS, P. 4

Lucille Coward, Volunteer Info Contact*

speaking students. Tensions
arehigh.

Dr. E. L. Bighy,pastor since
1980 of Union United
Church, an historicmulticul-
tural congregationand cen-
ter for community service,
willretireintwo years.

*Former Chicago Disciple
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Happenings Here and There in the Network - continued
INEWBORNS, from P. 3 | Robert L. Jordan Honored on 90th Birthday
Jf. are graduates of the
University  of Michigan Detroit, MI- Sixtyyearsago Robert L. Jordan, ayoung and inexperi-
Law School. enced ministerjust:out of school, came from the West Coast to the
difficultmission field UIbanDetroit, M1, and establishedForest Av-

The Newborn, Srs. are re-
tired from the General
Church staff of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) where Janice was
Senior Associate in the Office
of Disciples Women, in _Dr. Jordan:
Homeland - Ministries, and wllspresi-
F.rrm was the administrative _ .
director fur Reoonciliationthe The Honoree and Family: Horace and Emma Jackson, the Rev. denl_o/the

o Robert L..Jordan, Atty. Kenneth S. Jordan and Carol Ann, and National
denomination's Race and Robert Jordan 11, .
Poverty Fund. Christian

Missionary

They are menDers of the
Northwood Christian CbJrch
and reJateto the Stewardship
and Development Commis-
sionofthe Regional Cb.Jrchof
the  Christian  Church
(Disciplesof Christ)in Indiana
ason-callCoILltants. F.rrm is
also duallyrelatedto the Pres-
byteriansUSA and the United
ChJrch of Christ.

ewe ChristianCImch againstoverwelmingodds. May 20,

1996 that same congregation, known now as United
Christian CImch under the leadership of The Rev. Jack
SullivanJr., hosted Dr. Jordan's 90th. birthdaycdebration.
Jordan St'JVedhs the senior ministermost effectivelyuntil

retirementin 1973.

Convention in
1957:--58when the
church and racial
integration was be-

ing tested.

A large body of filendswas led in the celebrationby the
honoree's children,Robert L. I, Emma G. Jackson, and--~~~----

Atty. Kenneth S. Jordan and theirfiuniliesThe honoree's son, Robert
11, served as master of cenmonies as severalcommmity leadersand
filends gave testimony to his past social, politiad, and religious ac-
complishments.Dr. Jordan attends SerenityChristianChurch.

Jordan is Our Pioneer African American Disciple Author

Decades hefore it was be-
lieved possible for African
American  Disciples  of
Christ to express viable
thoughts on Christian his-
tory and theology in writ-
ing, Robert L. Jordan led
the way. His congregation
supported  him.

In 1944 the United Clnistian
Church of Detroit, MI, sup-
ported him in his writing and
txIDlieatiomflWO RACES
IN ONE FEILOWSIIIP, a
pioneering outline of the
emergence of Black Disciples
of Christ withinthe predomi-
nantly White denomination.

4

Dwing retirementin 1982Jor-
dan publishedhis provocative
BLACK TIffiOLOOY EX-
POSED which challenged
Blacks to refuse a quest for
handouts and use the power
God had already given them
Jordan remains actively con-
cernOQbout church. WKF



For Whom the BeDs ToO

Rev, Marie E. Bailey, 94

Raymore, MO- The
passing of Rev. Bailey in
a local infirmary May 19,
1996 marked the transi-
tion of a pioneer Home
missionary in the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

She was among the early
residents of the Foxwood
Springs Living Center.

Among her 1J.1111troUBnin-
istly endeavors fullowing
graduation from Johnson
Bible College in Kimberling

Hdghts, 2Nwas to teach Ap-
palachia young people attend-
ing the denomination's home
missions institution called
Hazel Green Academy,Hazel

Green, KY.

arie Bailey was a native of
Effingham,1Lwho joined her
husband, the late Samuel
Meade Bailey, saving cOn-
gregations in Kansas, Mis-
souri, VrrginiaIndiana, Texas
and Oklahoma.

She received a Masters De-
gree from PhillipsUniversitY
in Enid, OK Prior to being
chaplain at the Foxwood
Springs Living Center, she
was on the staff at Overland
Park Christian Church, KS
and was State Director of
Children's Work for the
Christian Churches of Mis-

SOtUL.

Memorial Serviceswere held
at Belton Christian Church
and Foxwood. A daughter,
son-in-law in Dallas, Tx, 7
grandchildren and 5 great
grandchildren join  many
friendsto mowu her loss.

L...®.°.

Opal T. Routsong, 96

Raymore, M(). Opal Rout-
songwas a proud and dignified
spiritborn in Clinton,MO.

A quest fur chaJlellgerought
her employment as secretarial

stafffur the Navy in Washing-
ton,D. C.

A life-long member of the
ChristianCh.rrch (Disciplesof
Christ) she joined National
City CluJrch in Washington
and later, Central Christian in
Denver, CO..

Opal was a Foxwood Springs
residenteager to sharerichex-

perience.One daughter, Jean
Hyndman, Indian Head Park,

[llinois, 3 grandchildren and

.manyfriendsmoiuu her loss.

Eating Less May Bring Longer Life- Excerpted from an April 29, 1996

Associated Press Article

Washington, April 29 (AP)
- Reducing caloriesby 30 per-
cent appears to slow the rate
of aging in monkeys, provid-
ing new evidencethat humans
might live longer by eating
less...

‘Ths  shows that what has
been demonstrated in mice

also can apply in primates,”
saidDr. George Roth, ascien-
tist: at the gerontology re-
search center of the National
Instituteon Aging...

Dr. Roth is co-author of a
study..in th Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sci-
ences...

5

Joseph Kenmitz, a researcher
at the primate center at the
University of WISCOnsin
said.."labs...suggest interven-
tion .may extendlife..

The study... involves 200
monkeys. Dr. Roth said the
diets ... included all required
vitamins - and other nutrients



From an Editorial Viewpoint=

T. G. Benjamin and
"A Sign of Respect"

Thomas Garrett Benjamin, Jr,
the 54 year old senior pastor
of the Light of the World
Christian Church, was recog-
nized May 1, 1996 by selected
colleagues from Pentecostal
and  independent  Baptist
churches and friends as a
leader with proven ministerial
spiritual overseer credentials.

The recognition, which fea-
tured a special consecration
SCIViceormally used for bish-
ops in connectional denomina-
tions, took place at 6 p. m. at
the Indiana Convention Cen-
ter.

The action, cited by local jour-
nalists as "a sign of respect:,"
was endorsed by the Light: of
the World Christian Church
and associates as a way to
highlight:the divinely ordained
ministry ofits gifted senior pas-
tor.

Though an unusual ceremony
tor a congregation within the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) tradition, it dramati-
cally reminds all of us that
there are many unheralded but
devoted pastors within the
household of faith who daily
humbly and successfully fulfill
their ordination as Christian
ministers.

Some congregations willingly
and others grudgingly provide
their pastor with an annual
"Pastor's Anniversary" when
a "Love Offering" and other
gifts are shared. This is "A
Sign of Respect” for a dedi-
cated pastor.

We praise God for the Light:
of the World Christian Church
and its history of witness to
the life and meaningful pres-
ence of Jesus Christ as Lord-
apresence exInbited inits daily
programs and reflected in the
leadership ofits senior pastor.

When Pastor Benjamin, aCt-

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

cepted "A Sign of Respect"
which enabled him to be ad-

dressed as "Bishop,” he in-

tensified the chal-,
lenge of Christian
ordination faced
by every minister.

Thereoo:rls to be
a variety of
God's  ministries
intoday's world.
Pray that the
Holy Spirit will

Pray that the Holy
Spirit will enpower
Tom to use the
HSign of Respect"
creatively to foster
God's Wdl and over-
whelm any personal
or materialistic
agenda. WKF

enpower Tom to
use the "Sign O1lw._eee ~

Respect” creatively to foster
God's Will and overwhelm
any personal or materialistic
agenda. WKF

Walking for Fitness- Excerpts from Personal Health} Jane E Brody, NYT

The New Vorl<.Times, April
17, 1996- Walking is the na-
tion's most popular activity,
five times as popular as jog-
ging. Almost everyone can do
it safely, including ..the elderly
... the obese,those with arthri-
tis, diabetes... and people re-
covering from heart attacks or

bypass surgery ...

It is highly adaptable. You can
walk alone or with company,
...you can talk while walking.
You can lose weight: walk-
ing...The fuster you walk the
more calories you use ...Stand
up straight:and walk with your
ears, shoulders, hips knees,

6

and ankles in a vertical line.
Keep your head erect, chin
pulled in toward your neck,
back straight, buttocks and
stomach tucked in...Look for-
ward with your eyes about 15
to 20 feet:ahead ... Keep your
shoulders relaxed.and directly
above your hips...



Faithful Readers Continue to Support

DONORS SINCE THE
LAST ISSUE: Willie E.
Green, Jefferson City, MO;
Hmvey/Sybel Thomas, Mar-
thetta G. Mc Mickle,
Chicago, IL; Karl and Ethelyn
Ervin, Stockton, CA; Melba
A Hawkins, Hawkins, TX;
Mary Joyce Bechte~ Sun
Lakes, AZ;B. R Teny, New
YOIk, NY; Lucile Coward,
St. Laurent. P.Q. C~

BerdaR Sewdl, Kansas City,
MO; Marilyn L. Foulkes,
Wumifred/Joseph Smith,
RuthlRobert Hudson, Ernest!
Janice Newborn, Ruth D.
Heimer, Indianapolis, IN;
Jome  HCalvert, Fllicott
City, MD; Glenn/Charlotte
Shomlaka-, Raymore, MO;
Marlis Morgan, Sugar Land,
TX; LucilleMorrison, Hanni-
bal, MO; Enoch w. Henry/Q.
L. Allen, Los Angeles, CA,

Maljorie Hill Johnson, St.
Louis,MQ.

Look for us (Editor

and Board Members)
il Biiami@hm, AL

Check the genernl program
book National Convocation
of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) for the
Oldtimers' Grapevine adver-
tisement and Good Faith
Form.

Look at the figuresfollowing
your name inthe address.

The first munber gives the
month and the last two mun-
hers the year when you last
made a donation to aid in
meeting the operating ex-
penses for creating, publishing
and distributing The Old-
timers' Grapevine.

Board members and the edi-
tor will attend the fourteenth
biennial session of the Na-
tional Convocation in BinD-
ingham, AL August: 2 - 6,
1996.

Greet us wheneveryou seeus.
Sharewhat you can insupport
of the network. Let us know
how we can improve TIIE
GRAPEVINE!

Please shareyour issueof The
Oldtimers' Grapevine with a

mend. They may decide to
become a regular reader.

Thanks so much!

July - August, 1996

7k~~~
Published six times a year through
freewill (tax excempt) donations.

William K. Fox, Sr.- Editor/Manager
Wm. K. & Judy Fox, Jr- Consultants
Proof Reader - Edythe Grant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Sere S. Myers. President
Kansas City, MO
Flo Kallenbach, Vice President
Raymore,MO
George Lakes, Secretary
.Kansas City, MO
Reubena M. S. Fox,
Treasurer- Raymore, MO
Cornelius W. Arnold
Los Angeles, CA
Kitty Austin
Indianapolis, IN
Ruth Hobbs
Jackson, MS
Roland Huff
Jacksonville, FL
Ernest 1. Newborn
Indianapolis, IN
Harvey Thomas
Chicago, IL

An IRS 501 (c) (3)
TAX. EXEMPT ORGANIZATION

(please cut here and mail.)
OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:

City/Town:

Date:

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF $10_ $15_ $20_ Other_

Make check out to OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE and send to William K.
Fox, EditorIManager - 500 Mott Dr.- Apt. 102-B Raymore, MO 64083

PHone: 816-331-7323 or FAX: 816-322-7627

2



1996 JCC- HOM VOL-
UNTEERS AT WORK

In This Issue...

The Jarvis 1996 f'Hands-On-Mission

Hawkins, TX- The Rev.
Uris Roberson, On-Site
Coordinator for the 1996
Hands-On-Mission pr<r
gram at Jarvis Clnistian
College Junel7-21 and
and hiswife, Shirley who
assisted, were up-beat for
the closing of the event.
President SebethaJenkins
waseJated.

*Senior high school stu-
dents Cynthia Nelson,
Angela McMillan, Renea
Thompson, Diorme Tar

nison, Marquesha Gar-
rett, and Agie McLemore
from nearlJytowns made
the event intergenera-
tional.

*Hannah 1. Toomey
(Forest Grove, OR), a re-
cently returned mission-
alY from Jamaica, pro-
vided internationalflavor.

The Oldtimers'
Grapevine
500 Mott Dr. No. 102B
Raymore, MO 64083

Glenn Shoemaker
(Raymore, MO) and Bill
Allison (Big Sandy, TX)
worked skillfully to re-
store the platform inthe
main locture hall of Myer
building and then cov-
ered it\vitha rug. Platform
chairs were beautifically
reupholstered by a
Hawkins, TX vohmteer.
*Dr. Autry Acrey, guided
faaJlty and staffinpainting
the hallwaysand officesof
the "PI' Building.
*Charlotte  Shoemaker,
~and WilliamFox
(Raymore, MO), Roland
Peny (Kansas City, KS)
and Hannah Toomey
painted or cleanedrooms,
and fire hydrants, or
trimmed and beautified
trees and flowerbeds.
*College Pastor Spivey

Peter Morgan (0/00)
1101 Nineteenth Ave. South
Nashville, TN 37212

Succeeds!

led the redecoration of the
chapel lounge. Two lum-
dred National Youth
SportsProgram youth di-
rected by Mrs. Zula Ab-
ney, did a mass trash
sweep of the campus.
*Staff Lela Jackson en-
abledfellowshipto include
bowling, swinnning, cul-
tural presentationand din-
ning in the President's
Home.

*Local volunteers in-
cluded Jewel McCalla,
Doris Rutherford, Melba
Hawkins, Dorothy Lanier,

Debra  Wesley, Pam
Colon, and Howard
Hawkins.

*The interracial group
representied4 states 7 de-
nominations; 6 ministers,
and 4 \vith their wives.
Thiswas the 2nd RO.M
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HOTZ CARRIES OLYMPIC TORCHI

Indianapolis, IN- When
the Coca Cola Company's
Indiana Olympic Torch
Bearer's Force sponsoring
the carrying of the 1996
Olympic Torch through-
out Indiana read the story
of Marilyn Hotz's volun-
teer work with PACE
Public Action in Correc-
tional Effort, a United
Way organization, they
readily approved of her
carrying The Torch. Mar-
ilyn has been an active
member since 1967 work-
ing primarily in the area
of criminal justice with
particular emphasis on

At left running next to Marilyn Hotz is her official escort, Aaron |
Moody, a high school track starfrom Upland, IN. Another escort .
carries a spare torch,' next to him another runner with "the |
mother flame" that came all the wayfrom Greece. At right, after:
her "run" Marilyn at Moose Lodge as people reachfor her and
Ithe Torch while a Georgia state police officer looks on.

women. In 1984 she was  Year Award by the Indi-
given the Volunteer of the (Continued on page 2)

Minister's Wives/Spouses Achieve Goals Set

Birmingham, AL- The
enthusiastic leadership of
Pat Maples of Dallas, TX,
President of the Ministers
Wives and Spouses Fel-
lowship of the National
Convocation  for the past
two years, carried through

the 14th. biennial seSSIOn and girls 1to 13 years of
activity. age sponsored during the
Convocation

Members of the Fellow-

ship gave liberal support A 1996 Yearbook featur-
for the Christian Services ing "Minister's Spouses in
for Children in Selma  Action", coordinated by
Clothing Drive for boys  (Continued on page 2)
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High School Track Star Accompanied Marilyn

(Continuedfrom page 1)

anapolis Volunteer Action
Center of the Community
Service Council.

Marilyn says "When the
shuttle bus let me off at
the Carter Lumber Com-
pany (in Frankfort, IN) to
begin my run, | was
amazed at the number of
citizens lined up along the
road, waiting to see the
torch arrive... As | turned
the corridor fashioned by
ropes on the Moose Lodge
driveway, | was surprised
by the huge crowd and
planed celebration.

"Previously, my instruc-
tions after reaching the
Moose Lodge included
lighting the torch for the
cyclist pedaling the flame
to Indianapolis, emptying
the gas from my torch, and

hopping on the shuttle bus
transporting me back to
my car in the "Hot Dogs"
parking lot. ..

"As | stood on the podium
and looked into the faces
of the people assembled,
especially  the children
who were edging closer to
where the torch was posi-
tioned on a stand, | saw
the wonder and almost
worshipful  attitude in
their gaze and manner,
and | knew | needed to
cancel my appointment
with the return shuttle
bus. Little fingers, big
hands and cameras reach-
ing out to the torch needed
to be honored.

So | stayed for an hour
while pictures were taken,
autographs  were given
and  everybody who
wanted to hold the torch

had the chance to experi-
ence that joy. It was truly
an awesome expenence
for many, and certainly
for me.

"A special thanks to the
citizens of Frankfort for
the warm reception given
the torch and the Coca
Cola-sponsored torch'
bearers. I'm particularly
thankful for the opportu-
nity to share this "once in
a lifetime" event..."

Marilyn began her work
at Missions Building as a
secretarial assistant in the
Sales Literature Depart-
ment interpreting United
Christian Missionary So-
ciety materials.This was
her specialty for most of
her career. She retired in
1995 and received the
Mae Yo Ward Award for
faithful service.

Ministers' Wives/Spouses Set Pace- from Page One

Janice Newborn, was most

successful. The biennial
gift to the Star Supporter
Scholarship  Fund  was
$12,000'

Attendants at the luncheon
were asked to dress in red
attire  to symbolize re-
demption and  being
"Determined as the Holy
Spirit Empowers us to

Love." Monday evening
"A Reception in African
Attire" engaged the entire
biennial session in a gala
fellowship.

Ministers' wives partlcl-
pated in a A "Praise Ser-
vice of African Dance"
and inspired many of the
attendants. For years the
Ministers ~ Wives  and

Spouses Fellowship has
been a model Convoca-
tion group in setting bien-
nial goals and involving a
large number of individu-
als and congregations in

achieving the objectives
set.

The Fellowship continues
to set the pace for other
NCCC fellowship groups.

the courthouse
square. wel-
coming the
torch and the
torch bearers.
and | felt com-
fortable that |
was running in
the' right'
place .. |was
amazed at the
number of citi-
zens lined up
along the road.
waiting to see
the torch ar-
rive.

Prior to June 4.
| was appre-
hensive that |
could' pull it off
with success.
am 66 years
'young' and
fractured my
right ankle a
few months be-
fore. and dis-
covered the
torch was
heavier than |
anticipated As
I began my run
the shouts of
encouragement

urged me on



The following
designations

were given to
the 1996 Liber-
ation Award re-

cipients

Richard R.
Lance- Aggres-
sive Affirmative
Action Advo-
cate. William K
Fox. Sr.- Effec-
tive  Interven-
tionist and His-
torian. Samuel
J. Hylton. Jr-
Effective Social
Activist Roberi
L. Jordan- Pio-
neer Church
Historian and
Organizational

Conceptional-

izer
These leaders
often worked

together as col-
leagues to es-
tablish  prece-
dents. key poli-
cies and pro-
grams which
showcased the
church's inter

est in liberation.

September - October 1996

"LIBERATION AWARD" GIVEN TO VETERANS

Birmingham, AL- As
the successful 14th bien-
nial session of the Na-
tional Convocation of the
Christian  (Disciples  of
Christ)  Church  ended
with the All-Convocation

Banquet August 6th in
Sheraton Ci\ ic Center
Hotel four veteran

churchmen were honored
as recipients of the Liber-
ation Award.

The efforts of Richard R
Lance, retiring president
of the National Benevo-
lent  Association, St.
Louis, MO; William K.
Fox, Sr., retired general
church office staff, Ray-
more, MO;;
Hylton, Jr., senior pastor
of Centennial Christian
Church, St. Louis, MO;
and Robert L. Jordan, re-
tired senior pastor and
founder of the United

Samuel 1.

Honorees upper left, Samuel

Christian Church in De-
troit, MI were given spe-
cial recognition for ad-
vancing justice and
wholeness in the Church

Katherine Fox Cunning-
ham of Indianapolis, IN,
daughter of William K.
and Reubena M. S. Fox,
represented her father in
his absence.

Hylton, supper
ton; lower left, William and Reubena Fox, center

right, Mrs. Hyl-
Janice and

.Ri_- c.k.L.alllinllllolfe.r.nlll-glllh.t,.R.0.b.e.rt_JOMIi+.aldiidlllleMllce.a.s.ed

The Liberation  Award
was initiated in 1980 as a
means of special recogni-
tion of individuals who
had made significant con-

tributions  to liberation
concerns within the
Church.

This remains the criteria
for selection. The 1996
recipients  brought that
number to twenty-four.

1996 Liberation Award Recipients Untiring Warriors

Richard Lance came to the
presidency of the NBA Cen-
tral Office after being a career
officer in the U. S Air Force
and a field director for NBA
units. to stimulate the imple-
mentation of bold affirmative
action in fair employment
practices and quality social
services to all persons regard-
less of ethic or racial origins ..

William K. Fox, Sr. was pas-
tor of Centennial Christian

Church in the early 1950's
when the St. Louis branch of
the Committee on Racial
Equality (CORE) met in the
church to plan "sit-ins" and
test racially segregated eating
and housing establishments
He joined with the local
NAACP to picket schools in
195-1 when the U S. Supreme
Court ruled against public
school segregation. Fox had
staff responsibility to address
such issues when he sened

metro and sta-te councils of
churches. and e\entually ad-
ministered the National Convo-
cation of the Christian Church
for 10 years with similar inter-
est and dedication.

Samuel W. Hylton. Jr., re-
garded as "Dean of Disciples
of Christ Ministers" after sen-
I1lg  Centennial Christian
Church as pastor effecti\cl~

(Continued on Page -I)
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UPDATE ON LOIS MOTHERSHED-POT

Editor's  Note: A few
weeks ago Helen Spauling
of Foxwood Springs Liv-
ing Center, Raymore, MO
was pleased to host a
friend and former church
staff associate, Mrs. Lois
Mothershed-Pot  of The
Netherlands, for a few
days The W, K. Foxes,
also acquainted with Mrs.
Pot's former church ser-
vices, were able to join
Helen as hosts, Lois is an
alumna of Phillips and
Drake; her parents are
loyal Jarvis C.C. alumni,
The following are ex-
cerpts from a recent sum-
mary she sent to the editor,

The Netherlands-
"Seeing you was one of
the very pleasant experi-
ences of my visit to the
United States this sum-
mer. It was a reunion 1o
the real sense".

Untiring Warriors

for 36 years, has received
metro, regional and national
acclaim for mobilizing  St.
Louis community leaders to

address social issues,

Under his guidance the con-
gregation has become a pio-
neer in the sponsorship of
modern housing for seniors
and handicapped persons, Re-
cently various local. state and
national dignitaries attended

the dedication of a newly con-

Left to right:

Helen Spaulding,

Lois Mothershed-Pot, and

Reubena M. S. Fox. Dr. Spaulding administered the

Church's

"In preparation for the
United  Nation's 4th.
World  Conference in
September 1995, | began
a project with colleagues
from the Dutch Associa-
tion of University
Women. We started with
a workshop on combining
work and family at the
Regional Conference in
Vienna, Austria,

During the Beijing Con-
ference we presented the

Honored- from Page

structed unit named "Hylton
Point  Apartments" in  his
honor.

Robert L. Jordan, Sr. left the
\"est coast as a young seminar-
ian to "beat all odds" of
"church experts" to establish a
Disciples of Christ church in
the major industrial center of
Detroit.. He became actively
engaged in political and social
action in the area, Later he was
chair of the National Christian

CWF program when Lois was a staff member.

same theme, We found
that the problems facing
the approximately
25,000 women there are
universal, The cultural
differences arise in the
methods used to solve the
problems,

Something that grew out
of my work as Special
Projects Coordinator (for
the Dutch Association of
University Women) is my

(Continued on Page 5)

Missionary ~ Convention's  So-
cial Action Commission
which served as the "Gadfly"
to the conscience of the
Church prior to the "Civil
Rights Revolution" and the
church's  adoption of "The
Merger Agreement" and re-
lated social policies

These veterans remain active
in dedicated ministry with the
faithful support of wives and
family members,



In
Birmingham  a
Strategic  Plan
Committee of
the NCCC pro-
posed the fol-
lowing Goals

for 1996-2000

Establish a
eader-
development
process which
empowers both

clergy and lay

African  Ameri-
can mem-
bersto effec-

tively cal'lY out
Christian ~ mis-
sion and min-
istry

2 Challenge
ourselves  and
the larger
church to model
the oneness ex-
pressed in the
Gospel.

3 Challenge
every congre-
gation to be
faithful to its call
to Christian
ministry with

(Continued  on

page 7)
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"Oldtimers" and a "Baby
Boomer" to Lead the NCCC

Birmingham.
resentatives

AL- Rep-
of the con-
gregations related to the
National Convocation of
the  Christian  Church
(Disciples  of  Christ)
meeting here August 2-6,
1996 chose the following
church workers to lead
the organization fUI . 0'/6-
1998:

Della January, Spring-
field, OH, President.
Mrs. January is a widow
of a former Disciples
minister. She has been
active within the local
and regional church; for-
mer National Convoca-
tion board member and
officer; active with the
Ministers Wives/Spouses
Fellowship

James O. Griffin, Kil-
gore, TX- Vice-Pres-
ident. Dr. Griffin is a

former school administra-

tor and ordained minister
who has served on the
NCCC board, moderated
his regional church struc-
ture; currently heads the
Texas Christian Mission-
ary Fellowship, and has
served on General Church
unit boards.

Belva Brown Jordan,
Lancaster, PA. Secre-
tary. Belva is the daugh-
ter of ministerial parents,
deceased,; the  "Baby
Boomer" who has been a
general church staff ad-
ministrator, and is now
on the Lancaster College
staff ..

Harvey Thomas, Chi-
cago, IL- Treasurer.
Veteran church worker at
all levels; member on sev-
eral regional and general
church boards, multiple
experiences as a church
leader and world traveler.

Advantages of Old Age -----------

Growing older is a breeze. |
don't have to do nuthin' - it
just happens.

Sure there are negative as-
pects, like the aches and
pains, but that even helps
my social life. We all hurt all
over, so the subject matter
is endless.

The bunch |run around with
are all in the same boat, so
I never get left behind.

| even look better as | get
older. I'm too fat to wrinkle,
so | don't need a face lift. My
life has been simplified, |
look good in anything |wear,
‘cause | can't see too well. |
don't worry about high fash-
ion either. | buy what | like:
loose and baggy.

| even simplified my will. |
just took a piece of paper
and wrote on it, "Being of
sound mind, | spent it all."

1 Lais Pot lip-Date_

(Continued from page 4)

present work with mi-
grants and refugees in
Holland... This can in-

volve anything from writ-
ing formal letter to local
representatives to making
their wishes known
(lobbying) on a national
and European level.

In November | am taking
my group to Strasbourg,
France to experience the
European dimension of
our work. We'll observe
the work of the European
Parliament  for several
days.

"In my group | have peo--
ple from Ethiopia, Sudan,
Somalia, Iran,  Philip-
pines, Zaire, etc. We use
Dutch, English and
French in our training ..."

| don't have to make big
decisions anymore. | just
concern myself with what

color tennis shoes to wear to
the wedding or whether Mc-

Donald's will sell me a Happy
Meal.

| enjoy senior discounts too
| plan to have my age tat-
tooed right across my fore-
head.

(Continued on Page 6)



Ethelyn E. Irvin
Stockton, CA- Ethelyn
Elaire Conable Irvin, 74,

died of pancreatic cancer
Saturday, June 1, 1996.
Though a native of Ax-
tell, KS, she had lived 58
years in California. After
moving to Lakeport, CA
when she was 16 years
old, she met and married
her husband, Karl Irvin,
Jr.

She donated long years
of service and member-
ship on the Board ofDi-
rectors to the Emergency
Food Bank in Stockton
where she and her hus-
band lived for 32 years.

GROWING OLD "A BREEZE"-

| don't even have to wonder
if my teeth are clean.

| just taken them out and
look at them.

I'm having more fun as | get
older. | can go to sleep in
church and people think I'm
being grandmotherly.

| have learned to laugh at
myself and to appreciate the
child within. That's where my
dreams and imagination

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

She shared in church life
with  her husband, the
Rev Karl Irvin, Jr in pas-
torates  in  Sacramento,

Woodland, Visalia, and
Stockton and a short term
of service at Chapman
University In  Orange,
CA.

The family urged that
flowers be supplanted by
gift remembrances to
Stockton's Emergency

Good Bank. The Service
of Celebration recorded
that Ethelyn was a propa-

gator of roses (and other
flowers)  Many who at-
tended had roses in their
gardens "nurtured into life
by Ethelyn."

Survivors  include hus-
band, Karl Irvin, Jr.; four

daughters and sons-in-
law; son and daughter-in-
law: three grandsons and
two granddaughters

originate.

Growing old has nothing to
do with the number of years
you have lived. | am as old
as my despair and as young
as my faith.

I'm three-fourth of the way
through my Living Grace
Package and I'm eager to

see what's at the BOTTOM.
SOURCE: Unknown-

Contributed by Betty Bowman.
Raymore, MO

Lorraine  Harris i

Raymore, MO- Lorraine
Harris, a 93 year old na-
tive of New Bloomfield,
Missouri and member of
Raymore Christian
Church who passed away
July 12, 1996. Friends re-
member her as the little
lady who lived life with a
twinkle in her eye. Dur-
ing her employment years
she was a seamstress who
became a Worthy Matron
and District Deputy in the
Eastern Star. She is sur-
vived by a daughter in
New York City and sister
in Redford, Michigan.

Continued from Page 5



(Continued
from Page 5)
persons inside
the congrega-
tion. the com-
munity and the
world

4 Develop an
effective re-

cruitment  sys-

tem to increase
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"Oldtimer” Readers Now in Japan,
Netherlands, Greece and Canada
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The Challenge of Pain to the Soul by Norman V. Peale

How can you learn to live
with pain if you must?
*Believe that pain can
teach you something extra
deep about life's values.
*Think of your pain as a
release  mechanism  to
bring greatness of spirit
out of you.

*Realize that some pain
may be psychic pain re-
sulting from unhealthy
thinking.  Supplant that
with healthy thinking.
*Banish hates, grudges,
resentments and guilt.
This will conserve energy

to meet your problems.
*Keep the atmosphere
around you as peaceful,
quiet and serene as possi-
ble.

*Practice the art of being
cheerful.

*Believe that God has
some purpose m your
pam.

*Do pleasant and interest-
ing things each day to
counteract the unpleasant-
ness of pain.

*Keep busy in a construc-
tive way.

*Pray, and continue pray-

ing. As Brother Lawrence
wrote, hundreds of years
ago, "God is often ...nearer
to us, and more effectually
present with us, in sick-
ness than in health... Put
then all your trust in him."
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