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Special points of in-
terest:

« Missions Building Conver-
sion Plan Finally Underway

« Holiday Newsletters Re-
flect Rich Senior Involve-
ment

* Myers Century Birthday
Among 1998 Stellar Events

¢ Saints and Servants Answer
Call to Receive "Rewards"
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Jmuary - February 1999

Raymore, Missouri

Missions Building Conversion Begins

by Sally Falk Nan-
crede

The following is a re-
print of an article in the
INDIANAPOLIS STAR
by staff writer Sally Falk
Nancrede. She wasgiven
an early staff assignment
to nwnitor the develop-
ment of the Missions
Building conversionpro-
posaL The article out-
lines the main aspects of
this development up to
the actual breaking of
ground, December 9,
1998.

"Ground will be broken
today (December 9,
1998) renovation of the
rambling Missions

Building, four years af-

Retired General

Church Staff Director of Literature Distri-

bution Marilyn Hotz and Overseas Division President Bill Not-
tingham, both residents of Irvington, proudly hold up a picture
of former International Church Headquarters o be converted.

ter the 121,000-square-

foot in Irvington was
vacated as the interna-
tional headquarters of
the Christian Church
(Disciplesof Christ).

Since the headquarters

moved Downtown in
1995, the future of the
Eastside landmark has
been injeopardy.

The five connected
buildings at 222 S.
Downey Ave. will be

(Continued on page 2)

Signal Events in 1998 Involve Senior Citizens

*Cornelius  W. and
Alpha P. Arnold, vet-
eran retired minister
and public  school
teacher, of Los Ange-
les, CA initiated a
Scholarship Fund re-

lated to the scholarship
fund effort of the cen-
tral office of the Na-
tional Benevolent Asso-
ciation in St. Louis,
MO in February 1998.

*National  Convoca-
tion Liberation
Award recipients dur-
ing the 15th. biennial
session of the NCCC in
Lexington, KY August
(Continued on page 2)
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Oldest Portion to

(Continuedfrom page 1)

converted into 79 affordable
apartments for senior citizens,
called Missions Apartments. The

historic Bona Thompson Library,

which served Butler students be-
fore the university moved to the
Northside, will become the Bona,
Thompson Center art museum

Indiana Black Expo Econo,mic
Development Corp, and the
Christian Church Services divi-
sion of Disciples of Christ are
partners in the $6.5 millionhous-
ing project. Mansur Real Estate
Services, Inc. is the consuhant
and construction manager.

The Irvington Historical Society
is in charge of renovation of the
Bona Thompson Center, the old-
est section of the building. The
gallery will display the Irvington
Historical Society's art collec-
tion.

The Indianapolis Foundation al-
ready has granted $150,000 to-
ward the project.
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Become an historical Art Museum

The Indianapolis Foundation al-
ready has granted $150,000 to-
ward the project.

Pt P e J~____~~

dio one-and two-bedroom units.

‘We will keep and restore all the
historic windows; we will clean
and tuckpoint and masonry and
modernize and beau-
tify the grounds
though lighting and
landscaping,' he said.

Old office spaces will
be gutted, and high
ceilings,  corridors,
stairways, and archi-
tectural detailing will
be retained through-

The former Bona Thompson Library, oldest section

of Missions Building, will become the Art museum
o000

The Indiana Housing Finance
Authority has awarded $4.2 mil-
lion in federal tax credits to the
Missions Apartments, as well as
$200,000 in federal funds
through the Indianapolis Depart-
ment of Metropolitan Develop-
ment.

Brian K McDonnell, project
manager for Mansurm said the
apartments will be a mix of stu-

1998 Events Highlight Abiding Senior

(Continued from page 1)

6-11, 1998 were veteran senior
citizens K David Cole, Sybel
Thomas, and William (Bill) Han-
nah (since deceased)

*Sere Stacy Myers, of Kansas
City, MO, retired minister, real

estate broker, and national de-
nominational church leader, was
honored by the Myers Familyand
friends on his 100th. birthday
September 25, 1998.

*Conversion of the former In-
ternational Headquarters Mis-

out the building, con-

sidered one of the
finest  Neoclassical
sesexamplesin the city.

Officialsfor the Christian Church
headquarters are happy to have
the building saved for a commu-
nity use, McDonnell said. The
building's existing community
room will be refurbished and
open for public events. Some mi-
nor demolition already is under-
way. Occupancy of the apart-
ments is expected next October.

Citizen Concerns

sions Building for the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) of
Indianapolis, IN into senior citi-
zen apartments and historical arts
museum began December 9,
1998
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Round-up of Tidbits from Holiday Newsletters

~  aymore, Mo- "0 Come
All Ye Faithful™ ... And they did!
To our Minnesota cottage. All
16 of our children and grandchil-
dren. From Vietnam and Ver-
mont, and Michigan and Arkan-
sas and Indiana. What a celebra-
tion!!.."

"We Wonderas We Wan-
der: Slight variation on an Ap-
palachian Carol.” We look back
on this year in which we have all
wandered and we do wonder...

While bemoaning a tar-
nished White House, can we also
remember that there are a few
other moral issues that deserve
attention- our concern for the
homeless and for youth held in
prisons, to mention only a cou-
ple?

How can we live so that
our religious convictions give us
greater understanding of each
other instead of setting us
apart?"

"A Child This Day is
Born": ...that's the good news...
The power of love and forgive-
ness andjustice and beauty is still
at work..." Cynthia and lan
McCrae (retired social action
and mission education staff for
the denomination)

Indianapolis, IN- "1997-98 pro-
vided opportunities for travel and
renewal with relatives and long-
time friends... Travel began July
25-29, 1997 attending the

General Assembly in Denver .
three days with cousins in their

charming mountain home near
Evergreen, CO...drove to Port-
land and beyond with Winona
and Bud Bodine... you majestic
mountains, rugged  ocean
beaches, gourmet restaurants...
Took a magnificent tour and
cruise, April 23-May 4, 1998,
visiting Greece... my friend,
Lambrinii Stergiopol in her Ath-
ens' home, Turkey, and major
Aegean Sea Island...

Attended my 11th. ICWF Quad-
rennial Assembly June 2428,
1998 in Lafayette, IN... Dressed
in my Olympic costume and car-
rying my torch, | led the celebra-
tion parade in Purdue Elliott Hall
heralding the 50th anniversary of
Christian Women's Fellowship...
Marilyn Hotz (retired Disciples
director of the distribution,
sales and interpretation of
Christian literature)

Kansas City, Mo- "Your love
and sharingwith me on the 100th
year and date of my birth was a
'blessing of grace and a remem-
brance of the life we share...All
of the generous gifts have been
passed on to the Jarvis Christian
College. Your gift will enhance
Jarvis' important missionto edu-
cate young people for coming
generations. Your gift will out-
live my life and many more
through the lives of the students
who will benefit..." Sere Stacy
Myers (retired Disciples minis-
ter and national church leader

Cameron, Mo- "The church is
still at the center of our lives. We
are called into it by Christ, and
that call has not been rescinded...
Martha serves in choir, diaco-
nate, CWF etc. Charles serves as
elder, board member, etc. Most
time consuming has been writing
a computer program to keep
track of attendance (i. e. pro-
spective  members, church
school)... In spite of aches and
lapses, we are basically healthy...
We still garden, but only the but-
ternut squashes did well. They
overran everything else, but
yielded 66, weighing 350 Ib! Our
hardy kiwis for the first time pro-
duced more than a handful... Our
pecan trees produced their first 2
tiny nuts... Three grandchildren
graduated. (One with honors
from the University oflowa, now
in law school; two from high
school, with one going on to the
University of Missouri and the
other on to marry a U. S. Navy
man.) In spite of investments that
didn't pay...it has been a good
year, as is every year lived in the
Lord... Charles B, and Martha
B, Ba" (retirees from a Mis-
souri Boot Heel Ministry)

Indianapolis, IN- "1998 is a
year | don't want to talk about
exceptto say I'm sure glad ...that
I am at Robin Run! People are
friendly, concerned and helpful...
last spring myoid  neighbor
(across the hall) Lucille Taylor
moved to her daughter's and fi-

(Continued on Page 4)
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More Newsletter Tid-bits

(Continuedfrom page 3)

nally passed away May 3rd. My
youngest sister, Marian, had died
Mary 20, so life has changed for
me. However, Elizabeth Speed,
who lives next to Frances West
in this hall, has become an enjoy-
able dinner companion... Frances
of course continuesto eat in the
diningroom We have occasional
contacts when she-

drives the car in*"*

which 1 still go to

Downey Avenue 17

miles across town.

Walking has b~

come a problem for

me, but | get good

exercise walking to

room
box... So life goes

on. Nitrostat and a nitroglycerin
patch handle any pain | have, and
my pains continue to be small... |
am so thankful we can trust God
whatever comes... Mabel Metze-
retired Overseas and Homeland
ministries staff

Dallas, TX- "Because of your
hard work, donations, and love
gifts, we were ableto contnoute
the following: (during the NCCC
15th. Biennial Session, Lexing-
ton, KY):

Star Supporter Fund --------------
--------------- $5,490.00

Black DisciplesEndowment
Fund ----------- 1,090.00

NBA Children'sServices ---------
530.00

and mail- A varity Of Experiences Shared.

Bible for Jarvis CC Chapel -
1,230.00

Total --- $8,340.00

Plus 3 carloads of diaper bags

(50 - 75) for the NBA "Olive

Branch” including personal

items, diapers, toys etc.
...may the spirit of giving con-

- tinue to bring peace to

1 the earth.... Patricia B.
Maples, out-going
President of Ministers
and Spouses Fellow-
ship of the National
Convocation

_04 Chicago, IL- "l am

still reeling from the
unpact o watc ng IDI-
peachment proceedings
on TV... together with American
missile launches against Irag.
Getting out these letters is good
therapy for me. We really seek a
society where the greatest scan-
dal will be to ignore genuine

needs of the poor. How long, 0 .

Lord? .." Charles Harvey Lord,
DJAN- retired Disciples pastor
and professor of Christian so-
cial ethics

Raymore, MD- "A newcomer
to our family is a totally black
young Angora cat who drifted
into our kitchen one evening at
suppertime. Barry had brought
over his friend of many years, a
seventeen year old striped cat,
Maurice, to bury him under our
Pussy Willows. We were still at

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1111

the table with the Kitchen door
and garage open, discussing his
years with the desceased, when
this young glossy black cat sort
of floated into the room She
took a long look around, an-
nounced in plain catese, 'Well,
I'm home, folks!'

Then she stopped for a scratch
from each of us, checked out the
hall, looked into the rooms off it,
tried a chair or two back in the
den, came back, picked up an-
other set of scratchings, and
hopped up on the couch, settling
down for a short bath and
snooze.

She seemed to fear nothing,
moved easily toward us, as tho
she knew us. She was heahhy,
declawed, calm and beautiful.
She was also housebroken and
had avery quiet meow.

Floating in when she did right af-
ter our burying Barry's old
buddy Maurice, we figured she
must be a messenger from him,
from the other cat side. So if she
proved to have no home, we'd
call her Wraith. We called
around and advertised. She did-
n't, and we did! She loves the
outdoors, but having no claws,
she can't scale our fence. So she
can't roam again- We hope.

She's a pleasure and a great
time-waster ..." Wayne and
Geneve Selsor (retired minister,
artist and craftsman with a

edicated librarian
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Myers Century Birthday Celebration al998 Highlight

Immediate Myers Family sponsors

with principal planners.

Left to Right: Stacye Myers

Williams, Sere Spaulding Myers,

Sr., William K. Fox, Sr.,(Saturday

Program M.C.), Michael Myers,
Jean M. Bates and Mary Ann Myers, Steering Committee
Secretary, inset. The family gave all monetary gifts to a
Myers Scholarship Fund at Jarvis Christian College.

Among National and local denominational leaders who made
special Presentations were: James Blair, John Foulkes, Delilah
Hall, Charles Webb. Jr., Enoch Henry, Jr., Samuel W.Hylton, Jr.,
Nonna Ellington-Twitty.

Senior Pastor Robert Hill and Community Christian
Church on the Plaza and core of volunteers guided
the congregation in hosting the three day Event.

Burnell Canady of Central
Christian Church,

Kansas City, MO
representing many served
by Dr. Myers, brought

a message of thanksgiving
through Gospel song.

Thirty-six (36) family members plus another seventy-FIVe (75) related
kin came to Kansas City from Hilton Head, sc to London, England and
OH, OK, TX, In, IL, CA, MASS, NY, CO, and St. Louis, MO in between.

George Coates, also of
Swope Parkway United,
represented one of the
Dr. Myers most devoted
personal friends and
fonner parishioners.

He assembled a number
of accolades addressed
to Dr. Myers from civic,
religious, governmental
and community organization

Barbara G. Allen of
Swope Parkway United
Christian Church lifted
everyone with songs of
praise. She represented
the ties to the West Paseo
Boulevard Christian
Church where Dr. Myers
served for 42 years before
that congregation united
with the fonner Swope
Parkway Christian Church.
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William Wallace (Mac)
McDermet, Sr, Raymore, Mo,
December 4,'1998 to join his
wife, Grace Eleta Lowe, and son,
James Turner, who both pre-
ceded him in death. His son, Wil-
liam McDermet ill, a Disciples
of Christ minister, e

conducted his memo- ~...8.

rial services just as he
did for his mother, ~~ \
Grace Eleta and
brother, James. Bill |

presented an informal ,

i>~<> <><>~

outline of the life of ~ o~

his father whose col-

lege major was engi-  Each a divinely predous  spirit.

neering. However,

the socio-economic needs of the
times caused him to become a
successful social welfare adminis-
trator. He evolved into an advo-
cate for the needs of the poor he
served. Mac McDermet was an
active church laymen who joined
his equally dedicated wife in es-
tablishing the Outreach Endow-
ment Fund at Raymore Christian
Church. During the early years of
the Civil Rights sl'Uggle and the
urgency to stimulate community
organization among the poor,
Mac McDermet voiced his sup-
port for special efforts in com-
munity organization if it would
have potential for improving the
plight of the poor.

Francis Lucile Parsons, of Ray-
more, Mo, devoted helpmate to
husband, Harry Parsons'68 plus
years of Christian ministry. Fran-
cis entered into rest December
17, 1998 with a celebration of

<S55 ~~
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her life held in Bromwell Lounge
ofFoxwood Springs December
21, 1998. She was cited by Fox-
wood Springs Chaplain lloyd
Lambert, son-in-law, Charles, of
Abilene, TX, and Pastor Rick
Rintamaa of Raymore Christian
as having unity
W. of soul and spirit with

- her husband; possessed
I§-  of the Biblical charae-
teristics of the "Good
[T woman;" lover ofmu-
trr'.- sic and singing the
hymns of Zion; "never
losing heart” in spite of
the circumstances she
experienced; and ending
every conversation with you with
the words: "You are special.”

Lynell Marian Horne Hem-
phill, Chicago, Il.,October 9,
1998 and memorialized in her
'home congregation” October
18, 1998 with ministers T.
Eugene Fisher and Samuel W.
Hylton guiding the celebration. A
close friend from childhood,
Norma Ellington-Twitty, remem-
bers her "fearlessness” and being
"progressive in her thinking. "
Norma says that if you 'had a
conversation with Lynell, you
were going to hear a unique per-
spective, a challenging of con-
ventional wisdom, a push to be
and do more than just the
‘ordinary’ or what other people
expected of you." Lynell Hem-
phill attended the Floretta How-
ard School of Expression and
completed elementary and secon-
dary education inthe St. Louis
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Public School system She re-
ceived a B. A. from Lincoln Uni-
versity, Jefferson City, MO and
an M. A. degree from Washing-
ton University in St. Louis. Her
husband, Julius Arthur Hemphill,
preceded her in death. The union
brought two sons and two grand-
daughters. She was honored in
death by the establishment of a
Scholarship Foundation by the
Chicago Housing Authority
where she had been the Director
of Education and Culture.

Albert C. Hofrichter, lowa
City, IA, October 10, 1998 was a
minister who gave many years of
service in organizing laymen's
work within the denomination’s
Division of Homeland Ministries.
and directing Men's Retreats. He
enabled laymen to support mis-
sion projects like the Star Sup-
porter Fund spearheaded by the
Christian Men's Fellowship affili-
ated with the National Convoca-
tion of the Christian Church.

Elizabeth Mitchell Hamilton,
Indianapolis, IN November 9,
1998, memorialized at Faith
United Christian Church by In-
terim Pastor Raymond Brown
and others. She was a "child of
old Second Christian Church"
where a grand uncle Henry L.
Herd was pastor and her father
treasurer. The Butler University
major in math taught school and
retired to establish her own busi-
ness and finally to aid her hus-
band in the operation of a real
estate establishment.



| Thanks for the

DONORS SINCE THE LAST
ISSUE: Donna Green, Kansas
City, MO; Ruth Ellington, Uni-
versity City, MO; Roger/Mary
Frey, Ruth Deer, Gertude AA
Dimke, Harold/Ruth Johnson,

Ethel Seitz, Indianapolis, IN;
Mayme Gamer, Cincinnati, OH;
Garland Farmer, r=::=-
Rancho  Cordova,
CA,; Pearl Thompson,
Cincinnati, OH;
Emily Jackson (Lettie
L. Poston, Hazel
Crest, IL) Memphis,
TN; GlennlKathleen
Helme, Baltimore,
MD; CharlesIMartha Barr, Cam-
eron, MO; JeflTey S/Jo Ellen
Mapes, Leawood, KS; Ray U
Anna L. Nixon, Raymore, MO;
Arzolla Cooke, Knoxville, TN

DESIGNATED GIVING: Pearl
Thompson (Memorial  for
Roland Thompson), Cincinnati,

OH

Your sharing moves OTG forward.
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Start In 1999!

LABEL CHECK-UP
WELCOMED

Please contact us immediately if
you see any discrepancy between
the last month and year you gave

and your per-
sonal records.

Call, write, e-
mail or fax us a
message. We
will be pleased
to get our ree-
ords together.

We are fortunate to have the vol-
unteer services of a professional
financial manager in the person
of Linda McKnight. She s giving
us excellentassistance.

We operate solely on your good-
will and donations. We can make
1999 our very best.

EditorIManager W.K Fax, Sr.

(please cut here and mail.)
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Christ Centered Senior Citizens Move Toward 2000 A. D.

Among the 1998 Holiday
Season greetings recently re-
ceived one contained a message
addressed to "...all my friends...
born before 1945:.. Consider the
changes we have witnessed! We
were born before television, be-
fore penicillin,before polio shots
frozen foods, Xerox, plastic,
contact lenses, Frisbees and the
PILL! We were before radar,
credit cards, split atoms,... and
before a man walked on the
moon..." We have seen a lot!

Time and change will continue
to the year 2000 and beyond!
But a wise writer once observed:

"... for those who love...Time is
not." Time is not a steel noose
around the neck strangling those
reaching for new life and hope.
For those who love life and are
grateful for each new day and
new hour. For those who keep
faith and hope, and do as much
as possible during each new day
and each new hour. For those
who act with thanksgiving for
the measure of strength God in
Christ living provides, "Time is
not."

Such a spiritually grounded per-
son regards the flow of time as
the environmentwithin which the
trusting spirit can breathe and re-

ceive the blessings of life, no
matter if they be smallor great.

Time seen in this manner fosters
faith and overcomes fear. In the
midst of change and circum-
stance oft beyond human control,
one finds small seeds of hope and
immeasurablejoy.

Let us rejoice in our birthdays!
Let us praise God in any measure
of success or overcoming of dif-
ficulty by our children and our
children's children. Let us im-
merse ourselves in flow of time
as we move toward the year
2000 and beyond. Praise God!

-0. G. Reynard-
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AMANDA MAY  SCOTT
LINDSEY-Indianapolis, IN- a native

fL Mounds in Southern illinois, had
her homegoing lune 4. 1999. She
united with George Eli Lindsey Octo-
ber 13, 1936 and brought forth a film-
ilyfL two daughters, Loretta Mcintosh
and May Frances~ and two sons,
George E. and Larry Joe who preceded
her in death. Amanda Lindsey was a
humble but faithful lay worker in the
church who devoted many years to
working with the youth of the church
in plays, choirs, dinner programs and
various forms fL Christian fellowship.
She was a member of the Paramount
Community Church of Indianapolis.

MARGARET R.CHEW
RICHARDSON, Lebanon, IN-, the
88 year old mother of Pes&v Powell

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

500 Mott Drive - Suite No. 1028

Raymore, Missouri 64083-9152

THE OLDTIMERS'

GRAPEVINE

had her homegoing August 26, 1999
with memorial services held at Central
Christian Church, August 28. Peggy
Powell is the wife of fun Powell, Presi-
dent ¢H. the Board of Church Extension.
She was a graduate of Northwestern
University who had taught English,
Latin, and French. Survivors include
husband, the Rev. Ralph H.
Richardson, three children, nine
grandchildren, and three great grand-
children.

.LEE R. SETTLES, Raymore, MO-
81, whose homegoing was October 1,
1999. He was born in lola, KS. and
served in the US Navy during World
War IT. The retired owner and operator
of Graphic Laboratory Printing Com-
pany for 10years and later worked as a
printer at General Services Admini-

SEPT - OCT

stration, was a quiet and supportive
member of the Raymore Christian
Church and Foxwood Springs Retire-
ment Community for 18 years. While
in Foxwood, he joined Irene, his wife
of 60 years, to publish, and distribute
the FOX TALES newsletter for 1
years.

The Settles’ memory continues
through his wife, Irene L. Settles, of
the Foxwood Retirement Living Cen-
ter; daughters and sons-in-law, Joyce
and Sam Shaw, Homossassa,FL, and
Janet and Dean Campbell, Kansas
City, MO; son and daughter-in-law,
Robert and Judy Settles, Warsaw, Me},
sisters, Dorothy Stumbo, Lawrence,
KS, and Geneva Wennett, Capron,
OK; brother, Ralph Settles, Long
Beach, C~ eight grandchildre~ and
two great-granddaughters.

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
RAYMORE,MO
PERMIT NO. 30

Mayl Reed (0100)
1101 Nineeteenth Awve., S.
Nashville, TN 37212-2196
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Networking church-related

senior

Citizens

Into Christian

-community

OLDTIMERS' SAYS ~7HANK youn-AND ~~SE.ASON'S
GREETINGS" ASWE ENTER THE NEW MILLENNIUM

THE 0LD-
TIM E RS
GRAPEVINE is be-
ginning its tenth year
of bimonthly  newslet-
ter service to church
related senior citizens.
Reflection upon its
original  mission  and-
the extent to which it
is being fulfilled
brings tO mind exam-
ples of many  who

have given support.
Take a look at-

THE BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS(PAST
AND PRESENT):

S€e. S My ers,asfanS

City, —~0- (the 101 year
old retired pastor, entre-

preneur, church leader)-

Th fi din d t
e oun g an curren

president of the Board of

Direct
ors

Velva. Dreese, Raymore,
MO-  (Retired regional

and general church staft)-
Deceos€d The Founding

ViCe-PreSIdent 0
Angsl who Touched Oth-

~. HohmaD, (Retired

the Ernest J. Newborn,
Board of Directors ("The

general  church  staft)-
Louisville, KY- A found-
ing member of the Board
of Directors

George  Lakes, (retired
pastor, church leader)--
Kansas City, MO- De-
ceased;. The Founding

Secretary of the Board of
Directors

Cornelius  W. Arnold,
(retired pastor, entrepre-
neur, church leader)- Los
Angeles, CA- Deceased-
A founding member of the

Board of Directors- and
most consistent financial
contributor to the opera-
tion of the Newsletter
(Advocatefor afull-scale

production of THE OLD-
TIMERS~
Flo KallenhKb, (teacher,

t . h h 1 _der)-
er' curc ea
De-

Raa/mgre, MO-

ceased- A founding mem-
ber 0f th e Board; Vice
resldendegroy  finan.
p.? der'g ding « th

~la un -~ Jor e
mcorporation as a non.-

proft ordnzt o

wn

Sr,

(retired  pastor, regtbnal
and general church_ staff!
Ieader)- Ind'anapo,!ls IN

A founding member of lhe
Board currently servmg

as Associate Editor; most
consistent promotional
agent and contributor of
pertinent church news
Harvey Thomas, (retired
accountant, lay regional
and general church
leader)- Chicago; IL- A
founding member of the
Board of Directors- SUp-
portive.

Reubeua M S. Fox,
(retired public_school
teacher, lay church
leader)- Raymore, MO- A
founding member of the
Board of Ditectorsr.en .
dering background sup--
port to the Editor;

Ruth Hobbs, (retired
public school teacher, lay
regional and general
church leader,)- Jackson,
MS~ A fOWIdingmember
of the Board of Directors.
Frequent contributor to
OLDTIMERS'~

RollaDd H_  (retired-
pastor; regional and gen-
eral church staff/leader)~_
Jacksonville, FL, A
founding member of the
Board of Directors- Sup-
portive.

(Continued on Page 2)



OLDTIMERS' REVEALS SENIOR'S UNMET COMMUNICATIONS

THANKS- (From Page 1)

Kitty Aamn, (retired lay regional
and general church staft), Indian-
apolis, IN. A founding member of
the Board of Oirectors- Supportive
Sybel Thoeee , (retired accountant,
lay regional and general church
leader)- Chicago, IL- Recently
elected to the Board of Directors;
vice-presidentof the Board of Direc-
tors

Linda McKDiglat, (practicing ac-
countant, lay general church staff)-
St. Louis, MO. Recently elected to
the Board of Directors; secrdMy/
treasurer of the Board

RELATED PERSONALI-
TIES:

WIDiam K. Fox, JR- (son of the
Editor, and practicing electrician,
and computer teclmician)-Vancoun-
ver. WA- Convincedhis father that
he should buy a computer about 15
plus years ago. Originally, along
with wife, Judy Fox, servedas con-
sultant to the Editor when he stum-
bled into production difficulties.

Augmta Edythe Gnmt, retired sO-
cial worker, college professor, and
volunteer proof-reader- Raymore,
MO.

EARLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT-
ERSIREADERS:

John Long, Claremont, CA -
(Deceased)- retired president of
Southern Christian Institute, Ed-
wards, MS upon its closure; re-
gional and general church leader
WiDiam E. Stan, - (Deceased)-
retired pastor, district, regional, gen-
eral church leader, Columbia, MO
Ludlle  Coward, retired social

agmcy statt faithful lay church
worker, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Robert L. Jordan, (Deceased) re-
tired pastor; regional, general
church leader- Detroit, Ml

LoDe Moseley, retired religious
journalist, communicator, general
church staff- Columbia, MO
RaymoDd E. Brown, retired pastor,
general administrative church staff!
leader- Indianapolis, IN

Verlesta HieD, retired mathmeti-
cian, lay, general church leader-
Dayton, OR

Lorenzo J. Evans, retired pastor,
miltary chaplain, general adminis-
trative church stafflleader- Indian-
apolis, IN

Enoch W. Henry, JR., retired pas-
tor, regional, general administrative
church stafflleader- Los Angeles,
CAlPalestine, TX

Walter/Sue Cardwell, retired mis-
sionaries to Africa; ministers; col-
lege professors; linquists; general
church staff; higher education con-
sultants, Indinapolis,IN

Edward L. GrifliD,retired pastor,
public school administrator, re-
gional, general church leader-

NOV - DEC 199

NEEDS

Clarksdale, MSIFIfut, Ml

Samuel W. Hylton, JR, retiredpas-
tor, regional, general church leader.
St. Louis, MO

JobD ComptoDILudle (Deceased),
retired pastor and school teacher,
regional, general administrative
staffl1eader-Cincinnati, OH

Bess R. Terry, retired social admin-
istrator, teacher, regional, general
church lay leader- New York, NY
Mlldred L. Webb, retired social
agency administrator,  faithful
church lay leader, (Chicago, IT)
Indianapolis, IN)

Gertade Dimke, retired regional,
general administrative church staff-
Indianapolis, IN

ADal.elBetty (Deceased) Fiers, re-
tired pastor, regional, general ad-
ministrative church staff/leader,
Jacksonville, FL

Ozark Range, Sr., retired pastor,
regional, general administrative
church staff, Indianapolis. 1N/
Greenwood, MS

KeDDetb/WaDda Teagarden, re-
tired pastor, regional, general ad-
ministrative church stafl/leader-
Fort Worth, TX

Lola B. Greer, retired public school
teacher, lay regional, general church
leader- Oklahoma City, OK

<>sear  Haynes, retired journalist,
business man, lay regionaL general
church leader- Washington, D. C.
Della M. January, retired teacher,
lay regional, general church leader-
Springfield, OH

LambriDi Steriogipol, retired Gen-
eral general church staff: Athens,
Greece

Verlesta HieD, retired mathemati-
cian; Dorothy Wilbert, retired
school teacher, Dayton, OH

(Continued on Page 8)
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Ministerial

A reader of the May-June issue of THE OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE was spurred into action when he read the
references to a continuing "Shortage of African American Dis-
ciple Ministers”. He felt that there had been an oversight on
the contribution “"smaller and medium sized congregations"
were making in the recruitment and supply of ministers. The
following are excerpts from a letter sent to the editor:

In your lost GRAPEVINE you mentioned the mega congrega-
tions.(in relatiomhip  to ,,"nisterial recl'llitment) Well! You
are letting the smaller congregations off the hook. They will
be saying, "if we were only larger, we would be doing more.
However, we aren't so we will leave that to the "Rays of
Hope, " Mississippi  Boulevards, "and "Lights of the World" to
do."

You should have mentioned "Parle Manor Christian Church."
Now that is a story! They have had not only young men and
women straight out of high school-college-seminary,  but also
several second career folks. -Floyd Knight, Senior Minister,
Fint Christian Church, Chicago Heights, IL-

Pastor Knight is right. The story of Discipledom across racial
ethnic lines in Metro Chicago as a whole is nothing like any-
thing else within that Region or the general church. This is
especially true in relationship to the recruitment, development
and distribution of African American Disciple clergy within
Metro Chicago and other aspects of the Church.

Historically the Disciples of Christ story in Chicago for more
than a half century or more was fashioned by clergy/scholars
related to the Divinity School of the University of Chicago,
and its linkage with, Disciples Divinity House and the Univer-
sity Christian Church. This group of Disciples represented a
significant but rarefied Christian community oriented toward
academia. It existed along side the life and mission of Disci-
ples in the congregations. The work of these churches was
guided by dedicated pastors and district leaders.

At the dawn of a new millennium, if we are to understand how
African American congregations have come to comprise a ma-
jor portion of the Disciples of Christ witness and leadership in
Chicago, we must take a more comprehensive look. Time and
space permitting, the view would take into account the unfold-
ing demographic mctors that were occurring in metropolitan
areas like Chicago. It would also include happenings within
the predominantly African American Disciple congregations
which often occurred quietly, and unoticed along side life in
the predominantly white Disciple congregations.

Suffice it here to say, that seeds that brought the growth of the
African American witness within Chicago Disciples of Christ
were planted in the early twentieth century by church mission

PAGEI

Supply and "The Chicago Story" uyo. 1. Reynard

dollars invested in the recruitment and training of Black
clergymen, several from Jamaica. These ministers reached
out to African Americans. Many had migrated from the
South to the greener socio-economic pastures of the metro
centers in the North like Chicago. Some were transfer
members from Disciple congregations or other free church
tradition bodies in the South. Still others were converted to
the "Disciple Plea" and the biblical foundations of the
Campbellite movement.

This phase of the Disciple story in Chicago was featured
by many courageous senior ministers, now deceased.
Among the most notable were Jamaicans Richard E.
Davis (Indiana Ave/Park Manor Christian  Churches),
Robert E. La Touche (Southside/Parkway Garden Chris-
tian Churches); Frank Reid (Jackson Boulevard Christian
Church); and African American Charles E. Webb, Sr.
(park Manor Christian  Church). The tenure of each
proved to be foundational ministries.

Within recent the last half century, the greatest contribu-
tion to the recruitment and supply Disciples of Christ min-
isters has been made by competent, filithfully committed
lay church members of congregations like Park Manor,
Parkway Gardens, and Jackson Boulevard.

During this period the laity in a congregation like Park
Manor, maintained a Junior Church with assigned staff;
organized one or more youth choirs and fellowship groups;
and integrated children and youth concerns into the life of
the congregation. A task group maintained year-round
contact and communication with youth from the congrega-
tion enrolled in various colleges throughout the nation. A
Higher Education Scholarship Fund made annual grants to
worthy and needy students attending these colleges. An
Alumni Group of students from Jarvis Christian College in
HaMins, TX was lodged in the congregation. They re-
cruited students, and sets annual scholarship fund goals.
This pattern of activities continue today.

Thus, the existence of this progressive religious opera-
tional climate motivated members of the congregation to
seriously consider preparation for Christian ministry.

Among the early "Clergy Recruits" was the late Julia
Flowers (Southside Christian/Park  Manor) who served
briefly as a national director of Christian women's work.
Later, Thomas Griffin (deceased), then a recent Jarvis
Christian College graduate (deceased), served as director
of Youth Work under Senior Minister R. R Davis at Indi-
ana Ave CC (now Park Manor) and answered the "Call .ee.

Continued on Page 4)
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""Second Career Ministries' New Keyin'Chicago Story"

THE CHICAGO STORY - (Continuedfrom Page 3)

Following completion of seminary he received specialized pas-
toral assignments and general church staff directorships.

Other "Clergy Recruits" are in contemporary ministry like
Claudia Highbaugh (park Manor), Chaplain at Harvard Di-
vinity School, Cambridge, MASS; John Foulkes (parkway
Gardens), Associate General Minister and President, Office of
the GMP of the General Church, and Charles E. Webb, JR,
(park Manor) Director of Black Ministries, in the denomina-
tion's Division of Homeland Ministries, both in Indianapolis,
IN.

James L Demus M, the current senior minister at Park Manor
Christian Church, is a "Timothy" from the University Chris-
tian Church. When this congregation adopted a transformation
in the style and mission guided mainly by the retired senior
pastor, Harvey Lord, Demus became involved as a young
leader. The University Church's desire to meet newly emerg-
ing needs of the cooununity, including the encouragement of
racial diversity in its membership appealed to Demus. As a .
result he was encouraged to become committed and prepared
for ministry in the Christian (Disciples of Christ) Church.

Currently, the associate minister at Park Manor Church, Mon-
tee Akers, JR., received motivation toward ministry while a
youth at Park Manor. He committed to the ministry; pursued
in-service seminary preparation; and recently moved from a bi-
vocational employment to full-time ministerial service.

The story of second career members of the Park Manor congre-
gation \ho have recently reOOguished secular careers follow-
ing commitment to Christian ministry is outstanding. Each
counted the cost in domestic responsibilities and finance; and
chose a path of seminary preparation and fulfillment ofRe-
gional Church Ministry Commission requirements before ac-
cepting formal calls to professional church service.

One, Phillip Conyers, \\ho provided brief interim services for
the congregation \\hUe completing his seminary work, was re-
cently called to serve First Christian Church in Butler, PA.
Another, Larry Jacksoa, \\ho followed a career in the admini-
stration of health services for several years, is currently work-
ing on a seminary degree while being employed by Park Manor
to \WI'k with youth and young adults.

Recently three Disciples of Christ congregations within Metro
Chicago \Wich had predominantly \Wite memberships, elected
African American Disciples as senior ministers. One, Howard

Irvin Green, Senior Minister, First Christian
Church, Maywood, Il. - A successful "Second
Career Pastor"

Kennon, for several years engaged in a communications
career, member of Park Manor, and skilled in the direction
of musical groups; reOOguished secular employment;
completed seminary preparation; and was recently called
to serve as senior pastor for the United Christian Church
of Country Club Hill

Another, Irvin Green, for many years employed in as-
pects of communications and real estate; nurtured from
youth as a member of Park Manor Christian Church \\here
he served in several lay leadership capacitiesr; reOO-
guished secular employment; successfully completed semi-
nary preparation; and was called to serve Serve as senior
pastor for the First Christian Church of Maywood, Il. Pas-
tor Green's wife, Betty, is also pursuing a seminary degree .
in preparation for full-time Christian service.

Finally, Floyd Knight, is an example of a seminary stu-
dent \\ho once served as the Minister for the Youth

Church at Park Manor. He was pursuing a Ph. D. graduate
degree in biblical studies at the Divinity School of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Pastor Knight was recently called to
serve as senior minister for the First Christian Chmch,
Chicago Heights, II.

"The Chicago Story" may surmee ideas \\hich would merit
review as the church considers "The Shortage of Ministry

Among African American Disciples of Christ" and other

racial ethnic minorities.



~~"PT. GARRETTBENJAMINMARKSHISTORIC--'~I
30TH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY AT LWCC

TALENTED SENIOR PASTOR GUIDES
"30 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE" AT
LIGHT OF WORLD CHURCH-1969-99

I ndianapolis, IN- Bishop T. Garrott Benjamin, senior
pastor of Light of the World Christian Church, cele-
brated 30 years of service October 9-17, 1999. The
theme of the 30th Anniversary celebration was "A Blessed
Man of God."

This joyous occasion included several events including

a Community Breakfast with tributes from state and local
government officials along with community and religious
leaders of the city; a black tie gala extravaganza at the
Indianapolis Arts Center and ended with a musical celebra-
tion at Light of the World Christian Church.

Bishop Benjamin is also the Presiding Prelate of the Chris-
tian Ecumenical Christian Fellowship which he founded in
1996.

Beginning in January, 2000, Bishop Benjamin will be a
contributing columnist for the magazine, Gospel Today.
He also has a chapter in the book, From.A Father's Heart,
by Dan Reiland and published by Thomas Nelson Publish-
ers. This book is a collection of loving letters from many
of America's best-known Christian fathers such as Frank-
lin Graham, John C. Maxwell, and Jack Hayford

*The programmatic empbash; at Light of the World is
directed toward providing holistic services to meet spiritual
needs from "The Cradle to the Grave."

*Bible-based  prognum with staff assignments are
pointed toward all age levels; babies through seniors

*The Gospel h; proclaimed through traditional preaching;
ongoing evangelistic effort; and every legitimate and avail-
able means for mass communication.

*A core membersbip of more than 3000 persons is
served; thousands reached via its electronic ministries.
*Many called into Ministry; 13 in full-time service in
USA,; 30 in pre-seminarian preparation overseas.

*LWCC OWNS 200 burial sites in a Memorial Gar
den located in Crown Hill Cemetery of Indianapolis.

Pktured above B Bishop Benjamin and his lovely wife,
Lady Beverly and their three sons: Thomas Benjamin,
ill, Channing Benjamin, and Christopher Benjamin.
Pastor Benjamin has been in ministry 33 years and mar-
ried 32 years. Family is something the Benjamins treas-
ure. Mrs. Benjamin and her sons are active in church.

*LWCC OWNS 36 + acres on a high elevation inthe
city where plans are underway to develop a spiritual
campus into a multimillion dollar "A City On a Hill."
*Bhhop Thos Garrett Benjamin, Jr. oversees a na-
tional Christian Ecumenical Covenant Fellowship en-
compassing lay persons and clergy.

*Pastor Benjamin h Co-Founder and President of
the Celebration of Hope, Inc. Committed to "Bridge
Building" by keeping lines of communication open be-
tween denominations and races.

*Light of the World Christian Chun:h continues to
be faithful to the Bible; Disciples of Christ tradition;
and expand and update on the historical role its has
held in the general church scene from its inception.

-A Summary NotaJion-WKF,sr-
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ANOTHER

IN INDIANA:

JIndiaDapolis, IN- According to
LINK, "A Publication for Alumni
and Friends" related to Christian
Theological Seminary, "Dr. Sue
Webb Cardwell retired in June of
1999 from her position as Director
of Testing at Christian Theological
Seminary.

She came to the seminary in 1962 as
psychometrist and joined the faculty
as Professor of Psychology and
Counseling in 1979. She retired in
1988 and at that time was granted
Emerita status.”

-]10a -

SOCIAL WORKER-

Milwaukee, WI- Mary RobiDson
Scott, subsided swiftly to the rav-
ages of cancer November 22, 1999.
Mary was sister to Janice Robinson-
Newborn of Indianapolis, IN. They
were the last survivorsin the Robin-
son Family.

MINISTERIMOTIIER

Wilson, NC- Mary Bailey, an or-
dained clergy serving congregations
in the Eastern Seaboard, had her
homegoingNovember 18, 1999.

She was the mother of Dwight Bai-
ley, who recently served on the 00-
noislWisconsin  Regional Church
staff as District Minister for the

"RETIREMENT"

Sue Cardwell with her husband for
62 years, Dr. Walter Cardwell. Both
were specialty missionaries in the
Congo for many years.

"HO~ THIBIUI

Mrs. Scott was an overseas Red
Cross worker during World War IT;
Metropolitan Housing staff in Ohio;
Director of Community Outreach
for a Presbyterian Church in Wis-
consin; team director for community
technicians servicing low-income
families. She married Wesley Scott
who served as the Executive Secre-
tary for the Milwaukee Urban

Metro Chicago District.

The Memorial Service was held
Nov. 21, at the St. James Christian
Church, in Wilson, NC.

NOV - DEC 1999

AND ANNIVERSARY

IN TEXAS:

Palestine, TX- Vernon Jackson re-
cently celebrated his Twenty Sixth
Pastoral Anniversary at the New
Fellowship ~ Christian  Church
(Disciples of Christ).

Senior Pastor Jackson has continued
to guide the congregationin its stra-
tegic Christian- mission. He has
served as president of the Texas
Christian Missionary Fellowship.
Leadership within the New Fellow-
ship congregation stimulated interest
in starting a liberal arts college to
serve African Americans before the
establishmentof Jarvis College

TOUI

League for 35 years.

Her sister, Janice Newborn, is a re-
tired Executive for the Office of
Disciples Church Women, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)

Ernest Newborn conducted a grave-
side service in Youngstown, OH
November 30, 1999. A memorial
service was held in Milwaukee, WI
in early December.
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You're Pushing us into 2000 AD and our
Tenth Year of Publication! Thanks so Much!

UPDATED DONOR LISTING
AUGUST-DECEMBER 1999

AUGUST- Verlesta Hicks, Day-
ton, Ohio; Mary Watson, Hazel Bat-
sell, Kansas City, MO; Louise Mo-
seley, Columbia, MO; GenelNancy
Rutherford, Don/Gretchen Wh.arft:
Raymore, MO; Wayman Martin,
High Point, NC; Roland/D Huff,
Jacksonville, FL; Edwin Allender,
Indianapolis, IN

SEPTEMBER- Willie Green, Jeffer-
son City, MO; Margaret Roberts,
Kansas City, MO; RobertJDianne
Steffer, Paris, KY; Walter Bingham,
Louisville, KY; Robert Brock, Seat-
tle,

OCTOBER- WA; Enoch Henry,
Palestine, TX; A.L. Mothershed;
Little Rock, AR; Artie Scott, Chi-
cago. IL; Mayme Garner; Cincin-
nati, OH

NOVEMBER- Louise W. McCon-
nell, Raymore, MO

DECEMBER- illie E. Green, Jef-
ferson City, MO

PLEASE SEND DONATIONS TO
OUR RAYMORE, MO ADDRESS
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

WISHING YOU A
BJ,&8SED RO),IDAY

SEASON AND UP-

YIPAING  NEW
YEAR:

= M:CBpt these sIn-
cere thoughts from the
EdIttMt olffHE OLDTIIERS'
GRAPEHW: snd his ~
ReubetJll, and Biich 01the

Board 01Dret:tors.

(please cut here and mail.)
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Indianapolis, IN

'DIRECTORS
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: ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF $10 $15 $20 $25 $50

Other $,
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OLOTIHERS'

THANKS- (from Page 2)

MabelMe. retired teacher, over-
seas missionary, general church
stafflleader- Indianapolis, IN

Earl Wadsworth Rand, retired
president of Jarvis Christian Col-
lege, regional, general church
leader- Marshall, TX.

AND MANY OTHERS JUST
UKE THE ABOVE

FINALLY THE COOPERAT-
ING PRINTER:

Printing services received over the
past nine years have been from good
to excellent. In most instances, when
the printer received good copy and

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

500 Mott Drive - Suite No. 1028

Raymore, Missouri 64083-'152

ADDRESS CORREcnON
REQUESTED

"THANKSGIVING"

Shirley Rhoads, current
OLDTIMERS' GRAPE-
VINE printer, retires Janu-
ary 1,2000 A. D.

pictures the issue produced was ex-
cellent. For the past four years,
THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

- —Fr—-—-
|

— T e

Mayl Reed (0100)

GRAPEVINE BEGINS IOTH.YEARWITH

has received professional services of
Shirley  Rhoads Printers in
Grandview, MO. Shirley, the owner,
is an experiencedprinter who inher-
ited the management of the opera-
tion from her father, 35 years ago.

The company will change hands
January 1, 2000 following her re-
tirement December 31, 1999. This
issue of THE OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE will be the last one
she will have a hands-on in produc-
ing. Shirleyis very proud of her effi-
c::::i.cyas a printer and the excellent
legacy she received from her father.
We will miss the attention Shirley
has given to the produ~on of the
OLDTIMERS'.

-\V.K. F., Sr-
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