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To properly understand this grave question it will be well to do

as has been done by Dr. Tucker, in going to the root of the great
evil to combat it. And no one or ones can act wisely in the prem-
ises, who stop short of that task and labor, of finding out what are
the true needs of the race, to learn thereby what becomes the hu-

. mane duty of the Church.
Now it is true that the speech uncovered and made bare to the

eyes of that assembled body, startling facts, that no other man has
had the Christian manhood to touch, no, not with his little finger.
Yet it will take but little study to learn that it is true; shame as
it is on American civilization and its religion that from five to six
millions of citizens, so made by hasty legislation, to-day are in ig-
norance and are left in ignorance of their true manhood; and but
few know how to handle that sacred, God-given right the ballot,
with which they have been entrusted. When we were made citi-
zens we should have been taught how to be good ones.

I need not say that slavery. kept us in a semi-barbarous condi-
tion, for no one will deny that. The only thing slavery needed
was a strong and ahle body. Knowledge was at war with slavery
and laws were made against educating us, and at this time we
have but few wp,ll educated men or women of the colored race.

It may be asked, is the country safe from misrule and bad gov-
ernment with such a state of things existing? It cannot be.
The few men who have maae themselves leaders are led them-
selves by the men known to be politicians, and all that politics
wants is the vote, but cares nothing beyond that, or what becomes
of the man who casts the vote. In this it is like slavery and has
no use for knowledge or true manhood. It seems to me that the
colored people al'e in a hard case. Slavery used their bodies and
politics uses their votes; and the one cares as little as the other
that they are full of wounds and bruises and putrefying sores.
So first the South and now the North roll them into the ditch, and
pass by on the other side.

The Church can see the condition of the heathen when they
live abroad, and hundreds of thousands of dollars are annually
sent away to convert them. To this no one should object. But
should not more be done for Wl to make this in fact a Christian
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Muntry, by following what has been said by that true friend of
the colored people? We need schools and true churches and a pure
religion, and young men at study to by and by fill our pulpit~.
Schools to teach trades also, and educated men to help us up to
a true and dignified manhood.

I thank God that the attention of the Ohurch has been called
to this matter, and firmly believe that God has put it into the
heart of His servant to speak the truth, and stand what may come.
Some colored men are offended at his utterances, and some white
men, who must either be blind or have some object, dooy the
truth. But it will in time he seen that he not only spoke truth-
fully, but has made a base of action which no one has done before,
for those who only wanted to know how to do. Let the Ohurch
awake to its responsibility, and stand ready to receive and use
what the people will give to build up the machinery for the ele,"a-
tion of the colored race; and it will be seen in our country in good
fruits, in peace and prosperity and the blessing of God; in the ne-
groes out of politics and into good citizenship, based upon sound.
principles of integrity and morality.

This speech reveals humiliating facts, so truthful, yet hard to
acknow ledge. Not one of our social circles, if we mn be said to
have any, are clean morally. They are full of base, downright
hypocrisy and falsehood, and full two-thirds of the whole are
members of the Churches. Moral character is not the standard.
Orimes that should cause a blush on fair cheeks assume a front of
brass, and defy you to speak of or talk about them. Some of
them are school teachers. Public opinion among the colored peo-
ple is not up to the task of duty they owe themselves and their
children. Many of our people will not join any of the colored
churches on the sole account of the bad lives of the members; and
the ministers cann.ot make them any better. A colored man only
a few days ago, contended {Vithme that the negroes were right in
certain of their practices, because the Lord Jesus Himself said
that seven women should lay hold of one man. We have no
Church that cares for its sick, old and poor. Many such are now
on the streets begging bread and suffering with cold; and not un-
frequently fill a pauper's grave.
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I Close this for the present by saying that the half has not been
told. Our youth have no restraint upon the worst of passions, and
are strangers to good manners. Our boys and girls curse. Boys
go to Sunday Schools with weapons on them, and draw on each
other as soon as ant on the streets.

The remedy can only come through the Church of Christ. Oh
send over and help us! The colored people are very tired of the
past. The Bibles, Prayer Books and Catechisms are doing a good
work, but so much more might be done with more to do with.

. ISAAC M'COY WILLIAMS.
--0--

We1'ully conenr in the foregoing lett.er of Bro. Isaac Williams,
having personal knowledge of the fads. '''e were slaves our-
selves, and are now Ministers of the Gospel in Mississippi and
Louisiana. Our acquaintance extends over from seven to ten
thousand colored people, concerning whose lives we know the
truth; and that truth is set forth, without exaggeration, in Dr.
Tucker's speech. There are except.ions, but the general truth is
stated exact.ly as it is. We agree also, that he has only given
hints as regards many things of such a nature that only hints
were possible. We are trying to teach our people better, but we
are poor and don't know so much as we wish we did. We agree
further that we don't Itnow why anybody should deny these facts,
since everybody who lives South knows them to be true-except
the politicians who may want to flatter the negroes for their votes.
We have met several colored preachers who told us that the speech
was all true, but they were afraid to say so, becau~e the politicians
would make it hot for them. After talking it over we have de-
termined, for our parts, to acknowledge the truth and take the
consequences. The Lord, we hope will take care of liS, if our own
race do turn against us. The facts stated are trne. The colored
people mostly have a system of religion that does not inflnence
their practical lives. Reader, will yon pray for us that our faith
fail not. Now, 0 Lord, help us, when our own race say that by
writing this we have joined the whites agaiBst them. Give us intel-
ligent Christian leaders who will fear Thee more than men; that
guided by "thy word we may grow up to the full measure of men;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

REV. W. R. PARKER,
Point Pleasant, Tensas Parish, La.

REV. DANIEL JACKSON,
Redick Station, Jefferson Co., Miss.

REV. R. J. WERMINGTON,
. Port Gibson, Miss.

REV. J. N. HOWARD,
Point Pleasant, Tensas Parish, La.
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• I believe the statements of tbe Rev. Dr. Tucker, with regard to

the native character and disposition and present condition of the
negro, to be true; while yet I would not impute the same to many
of that race, now amongst us, who have so largely been benefitted
by their association with the whites. Of these exceptions, how-
ever he has sufficiently spoken. .

Dr. Tucker's arduous labors and untiring zeal in behalf of that
race and his large experience with them,. entitle his statements to
the full belief, and his efforts to the charitable aid, of all who feel
for their spiritual need.

W. M. GREEN,

Bishop of Mississippi.
--0--

Dr. Tucker has read to me the foregoing address, an expansion
of sume remarks made by him before the Church Congress held
in Richmond, in October last It will strike ma.ny who read this
address that be has given a very sad and gloomy picture of the
moral conditiou of the negroes of the South, and it may be in-
ferred that it is almost a hopeless task to undertake to improve
that condition. But sad and gloomy as it is, it is not overdrawn ..
He speaks the truth plainly and emphatically; and I, who have
lived among the npgroes of the South all my life, and have
given much time and labor to their instruction, both as slaves and
as freedmen, .know whereof he speaks, and am forced sadly .to.
concur in all that he has said.

J. T. PICKETT,

Priest of the Diocese of Mississippi.

-0--

Responding to your request for my opinion ot the justness ofthe
views of your late speech in Richmond, of the aspect of the negro
race in the Southern States, I now express my concurrence, both
as to the actual general facts of their condition, and, in the sym-
pathy and concern for them manifested in that speech, as well as
in your daily life.

5
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These docile people present all the characteristics which a clo~et

philosopher would predict from thousands of years of barbar-
ism, succeeded by a long period of slavery-inherited instincts
not t(l be spoken away by man, nor expunged by proclamations.

Superstition, modified by mere animal religion, jealousy of for-
mer owners born of fear, strangely mixed with a filial confidence
in them born of habit, a generous kindness of heart dominating
even morals, dishonesty, hypocrisy, present indulgence without
providence, no economy, no acquisitiveness, indifference of mar-
riage obligations, obliviousness of moral accountability, a ready im-
itation of the exteriors of virtue with no conception of its springs,
quickness to receive the superficials of education without compre-
hending rea~ons, facility in acquiring the vices of their superiors
while understanding only the forms of their virtues, concealment,
hypocrisy-all these are the natural results of long ages of sav-
ageism combined with bondage.

Such features are quite common in the white race which has al-
ways been free. It is not surprising the negroes should exhibit
them as ordinary traits, and in much greater degree. It is sur-
prising that be is not worse than he really is. Like causes would
produce like effects in our own race with yet another, worse than
all-ferocity.

My observation is that perjury is the most common of all crimes
with both races; but while, with the whites, self-interest induces
thl;lfalse oath, with the blacks kind feeling is enough.

Good nature, kindness of heart and a careless generoHity; quick
and strong, though momentary, sympathy; powerful though rap-
idly subsiding, enthusiasm; these are the leading good qualities of
the Southern negro; and his future is entrusted to the intelligent
philanthropy of our whole .people.

His re-generation is not to be expedited except by combin-
ing the efforts of the intelligent thinkers of his own race, with the
capital. and well pre-considered philanthropy, of ours. By him-
self he will hardly maintain his present plane and will never
achieve a higher position.

He stands to-day in equal danger from the flattery of bad men,
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who would use him; and from the prejudices of narrow men, who
would ignore him. His real dependence is on the active sympa-
thy of honest men who know what he is, and what he needs anq
who speak to him truth.

[Ex-Circuit Judge. J.
S. S. CALHOON,

Jackson, Miss.

Of ail things heretofore written or. said on the "negro ques-
tion," the .views presented in your pamphlet are the most satisfac-
tory, because you have struck at the root of the matter. I wish
you could have been heard through at the Congress, and yet it
may be that your views will be the more speedily spread amongst
the much larger constituency-the whole Chur~h. God grant it.
I was a Union man through the war, but I was born and lived in
the South to manhood, and am perfectly qualified to endorse your
pamphlet as being the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so far as it is safe to give it utterance.

LOUIS P. TSCHIFFEL Y,

Rector of Grace Church, Louisville, Ky.

Yours of the 25th inst., is bp,fore me together with a copy of
your speech in Richmond upon the relation of the Church to the
colored race. At your request I write a "short letter" before
leaving home.
I regretted that you did not have time to give your speech in

fun, but I suppose under the rules of the Congress this was una-
voidable. You made a good diagnosis but had no time to give us
your prescription and this left you open for the time being to mis-
conception. I will confine myself as you wish me to do, to your
diagnosis. I agree with yOIlthat the case is very, very grave; so
grave as to elicit the sympathy and the exertions of an who wish
well to the country and the souls of men. I do not think however
the case of the negro to be quite as desperate as you do, at least
here in South Carolina. Perhaps slavery was m'ore patriarchal
with us than in the South-western States which drained us ~of the
sea-board. Moreover, in South Carolina before the war Christians
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of all denominations devoted a great deal of time, attention and
money to the religious ill8truction of slaves, which bore fruit in
genuine Christian character; and in some places in this State, at
the close of the war probably saved tho whites from massacre.
Slavery was a schoolmaster to the black man, but when the school
master was turned out of doors and there was no longer any fear of
his rod, there very naturally came along with the first years of
emancipation a return to many of the vices \vhich belonged to a
recent barbarism. I think we had to look for this. But there is
a factor at work for the improvement of the negro which must not
be over-looked though it is not often considen·d., I refer to the
laws of the States and their proper administration. These now
stand to some extent where formerly the master did. The negro
ir- beginning to learn that citizenship has duties as well as rights.
Though he will not pay respect to Moses yet he will to the law
which says, that a man who is guilty of stealing his neighbors'
cattle shall not have a vote. There is more force in such a law
than in sermons. Schools must do their part, the Church must do
its part, but there will be great moral power in the State holding
the negro to the responsibilities of citizenship. Now then
as to some of the points brought forward in your address in regard
to character. Of course we both speak of the negroes in mass and
especially where intercourse with the whites is very infrequent.

Stealing.-As I go over the State I hear of definite improvement
in this regard, on the part of the colored people. Stealing is noth-
ing like as common as immediately after the war. Then stock was
not safe hardly beyond the owner's call. Not unfrequently men
watched their crops by night to prevent cotton and corn stealing.
This has in great measure ceased, I think, owing as I just
suggested to the administration of law. The negroes respect the
white man's crop, and each other's crop.

Suppression of the truth.-Probably color with the ordinary ne-
gro is stronger than truth. The Judges of our Circuit Courts
could give information here. :My own impression is that much
the larger part of the testimony borne in court by negro men
and women does not count for much.
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One point more only, or I shall make my letter too long. I

make all due allowance for the lJIany colored preachers and lead-
·ers, and other church officers, who to the best of their abilities,
are humbly doing their work for Christ's sake, but I am under
the impression that in many colored congregations remote from
towns, and having little or no intercourse with whites, a preacher
would sooner lose his influence by being a democrat than an
adulterer.

In conclusion, I quite agree with you that the co-operation of
the Southern whites should be enlisted ill all church-work among
the colored people; and to bring this about, so that the one shall
give and the other receive instruction, having due regard each for
the other as servants in the same vineyard, hie labor, hoc opus est,
But all things are possible to them that believe, and the love of
God can bridge the chasm between them. The deeper the moral
degradation of the mass of the blacks at the South the louder the
call upon the whites both North and South to come to their aid.

W. B. W. HOWE,
Bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina.

I have read wit!1 great interest your very able speech delivered
before the Church Congress in Richmond, Va., last October. I
thank you for your kindness in sending it, and fully concur in
your belief in regard to the status of the negro, both as to morals
lind religion. I write this (as you spoke that) in all kindness
to the r.olored race. I have been much intereO'ted in the negro
population since the war, both as to their prosperity and intellect-
ual acquirements. I offered, soon after the war, to teach a num-
ber of them gratuitously, but not one came to be taught. I do
not belipve for a generation or so there will be much improvemen't
in the race. The old must die before the young will improve in-
tellfctnally or morally. I believe the best plan ,vould be to es-
tablish Normal Schools for them, (such as we have at Hampton,
Va,,) where the young can be educated to teach others. Had we
many such schools, there would no doubt be much improvement,
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eVlm in this generation. I am glad to see one man bold eno'ugh
to speak the truth in regard to the negro. I am sure you have
the good of the race at heart, and I know I have.

ISAAC WHITE, M. D.
Shawsville, Montgomery Uo., Va.

I have read your discourse on the "Relations of the Church to
the Colored Race" before the Church Congress at Richmond, Va.
The picture which it presents of the moral condition of the negro
race, deplorable as it appears, is not overwrought. That the dis-
course has provoker! resentful criticism in tbe North is not sur-
prising. The illusions which most completely blind the judg-
ment and which are the most difficult to dispel, are those which
minister to our vanity and pride. The Northern people are pro,ud
of emancipation; the world applauds the achievement. Not con-
tent with a just and rational appreciation of it, the Northern
people have sought to magnify it by investing the negro with vir-
tues and capacities which be does not possess; and the white mas-
ter with o?ious and repulsive vices. from wbich, in a great meas-
ure and in a great majority of cases, he was free. It may be that
what are illusions now were not illusions at the beginning. There
was a time when it was deemed politic to deprive tbe Southern
people of all sympathy abroad. People easily impose helief on
themselves. Voltaire said of Mahomet that he began by impos-
ing his religion on mankind and ended by imposing it on himself.
The discourse was a rude shock to illusions wbich had created a
cherisher! ideal. It seems to diminisb the value of the achieve-
ment. It is nevertheless a truthful exposition of the subject.

W. P. HARRIS,

Jackson, Miss,

What you have said can he verified, but there are other things
also true. You have a type of negro beyond us, and you have
the vast mass of them,

As Churchmen, having much to do which we cannot touch yet,
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we deal with those who are inclined to accept our ways and teach.
ings. We cannot get down into the depths where we have no
force or money to deal with the hard problems. The query which
suggests itself to me practically, since we are not going to be able
to take hold of all the situation at once, and since there is certain-
ly a great amelioration in many aspects of the case of late years,
from mulattoes, more owning of parcels of land, more money in
the savings banks, etc. ,-is it wise to give such fearful accounts
as would paralyze effort, and cause the Church to say, "There is
no use; they are beyond help."? Yet it would not be wise, of
course to give a rose-colored view of the situation. Your methods
of help suggested are wise and correct, and founded on your ex.
pe~ience.

C. F. ROBERTSON,

Bishop of Missouri.

As the result of my own personal experience and observation,
I am thoroughly satisfied that the statemen~ made by Rev. Dr.
Tucker in his recent pamphlet, concerning the· present religious
condition of the colored population in the South, are abundantly
warranted by facts; . and, in my opinion, the means proposed by
him for remedying this most deplorable state of things, is the very
best one yet proposed, which has come to my knowledge.

R. A. COBBS,

Rector of St~ John's Church, Charleston, W. Va.

I have read your address with a feeling of deep interest, with a
painful sense of the truth of everyone of your statements, and
with great admiration for the courage with which you have told
us all the truth; and the ability with which you have pre-
sented it.

I endorse ex animo everything you say, and I pray that God
may open the minds of men to receive the true impression of the
case as you present it, and endow us all with wisdom and ability
to meet it in all its painful details.
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To two classes of men your expose will be exceedingly unpalata-

ble-men at the ]\Torth, who know little or nothing of the negro,
and men at the South, who, forced to admit the truth of your
statements, yet dq not wish that truth to be so plainly stated.
But is it not better for all that the truth should be known? If the
Church has to grapple with the problem of the negro's moral and
religious education, ought she not to know all the terms of that
problem? Can the case be met, save with an intelligent appre-
hension of the material on which she has to work, and an equally
intelligent application of the means necessary to reach the desired
end?

In view of the great issues introduced, I thank you with all my
heart for your true and 'fearless statement of the case.

W. T. DICKINSON DALZELL,

Rector of St. Mark's Church, Shreveport, La.

I have read with great interest your article on the negro race
and their religious status. I concnr in all your statements and
am cogllizan t of many of the circumstances referred to and know
them to be accurately correct. Your theory of unconscious hy-
pocrisy is a new idea to me and'the more I think of it the more
I am convinced of its truth. I have done for thirty years a large
practice, and a majority of my patients have been negroes, and I
am satisfied that your portrayal of the negroes' character is more
accurate than any I have seen in print aud is calculated to do
good. THOMASH. MAYO, M. D.

Deacon of Columbus Baptist Church.

I have received your "Speech," and can endorse your statements
made concerning the moral condition of the negroes of the South
as being, in my opinion, substantially true.

FRANCIS M. WHITTLE,

Bp. P. E. Ch. in Va.

So far as my observation goes the morality or rather immoral-
ity of the negro is as you picture it. That is a question of fact
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which does not admit of contradiction. As to the reason why,
there is abundant room for many hypotheses There are agoodmany
unpalatable truths in your pamphlet; and my experience in preach-
ing.writing and talking unpalatable truths lead me to think that the
Northerner will abuse you for abusing the negro, as he will think,
and the Southerner will abuse you, because he will think you are
reflecting upon him and his ancestors by calling the sin of slavery
by its ugly name. WM. C. MCCRACKEN.

Rector of All Saints Church, Grenada, Miss.

By the experience of twenty year's labor among the colored people,
I am obliged to endorse the general position taken in your paper.
I have long entertained the view expressed in ~2 page 3, as to
God's purpose in bringing the negro to this country. Your view
of the effect of Christian teaching upon the African mind may be
mainly correct, I had never thought of that, and to them and
their immediate descendants the passage on page 7, may possibly
have applied, "the great mass of the negroes did not know
that they were hypocrites." The rest of the sentence I can not
agree with, "and do not yet know it." The gradual improvement
of succeeding generations, alluded to on page 8, negatives it, at
least in those parts where the Gospel has been truly and extensive-
ly preached. I have never been in Mississippi, it may be you are
correct as to the masses there. I have heard from friends that
the spiritual condition of slaves there was far below those with
whom I have been thrown, and I know that there is a wide differ-
ence in sections here. Stealing, page 9, too true. Lyi~g is natu-
ral to a sinful condition. The epistles show us that both lying
and stealing were common among owners, as well as slaves; but
slavery no doubt tended to foster both, especially lying. I have
read that the Emperor of Russia is the only Russian who does not
lie habitually, and he only because there is no necessity or call for
it. There is no doubt but that the negro listened to the teachings
of truth and honesty under the suspicion that it was an interested
teaching on the part of owners, but I can not agree that there was

6
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the same ground of suspicion in regard to chastity. I do not
think that either rebellion against the religion of their masters or
the example of their masters, had any appreciable effect in shaping
their morals in regard to marriage. It is true there are ahsolJ«tely
many mulattoes, but on the plantations they were relatively few,
and they knew this was the result of disloyalty to Christian teach-
ing on the part of men who made no profession of religion; it was
not the result of Ministers' guilty shame nor of impiety on the part
of white women. Here the looseness of nature fonnd ready vent
on the part of both men and women, for the lash was seldom if
ever, administered for this crime. That slavery greatly fostered
it as well as the other vices is too true, and that too many mas-
ters were the guilty participants is too true, but to my mind the
great tendency of slavery to foster all these vices lay in this:
there was no loss of social position by the commission of these
crimes. If a man stole or lied or a woman was unchaste, it did
not affect their position as workers; they lost no caste with mas-
ters or fellow slaves. Look around you, my dear, sir and I think
that you will find that the pressure of social standing is the control
which keeps nine-tenths of non-christian people in the path of
morality, and I am afraid a large proportion of professors also.
T he slave had no social position to lose, and the negro has scarce-
ly any more to-day. I think, sir, that you argue incorrectly when
you lay so much stress upon their feeling the injustice of slavery
and through rebellion against the master's religion learned to he
and play the hypuCl·ite. They never, even in Africa, knew any-
thing but slavery, and by nature knew what it was to lie and steal.
Chastity is the only thing perhaps they really were ignorant of.
There is not a shadow of doubt that they mixed up the heathen
ideas and superstitions of their old country with Christian doc-
trines. No shadow of doubt that in the mass they deceived them-
selves with the idea, that their prayers and :;houts were sufficient
to satisfy God for their immoralities. This is not a race peculiarity
as so many of our people say. Israel of old was guilty as a peo-
ple, Jer. VII: 9-10, and XXIII: 11-14. Too many of own race
are guilty to-day. How many Romanists are doing the same thing


