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How THE NEGROES BECAME DISCIPLES 23

children or do any other kind of work assigned.
Some of the slaves being deeply impressed, sought
spiritual guidance. They were already in Hades
and to hear a man of God tell them how they might
secure peace and sit down at the welcome table
pleased them very much. They did not choose to
go to a torment greater than the one already expe-
rienced. It had been hard to understand the preach-
ing, but now this simple way of telling the old, old
story appealed to most of them. Several were added
to the church, often these went back and told the
news to the other slaves. Many believed and were
baptized, others were taught by the masters and
their families. At times the most gifted among the
slaves were trained and allowed to preach to the
rest. Occasionally slaves were gathered in separate
buildings and were preached to by the evangelists
either before or after the regular service. Thus the
Negro people living among families embracing the
belief of the Disciples of Christ absorbed their re-
ligious beliefs and practices as did others who lived
among those of other communions.

Alexander Campbell, a slave, was converted at
the old Cane Ridge meeting house and became a
preacher of note serving in North Carolina and
Kentucky. His master, a Disciple, freed him to
preach to the slaves. His son, Alexander Campbell,
II, preached for the Second Christian Church in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, and another son preached' for
the colored group at Paris, Kentucky. Many of the
slaves heard the Campbells, the fathers of the Res-
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toration Movement, Walter Scott and Barton W.
Stone. Some were added to the church under them.
This writer, while living in California, conversed
with an ex-slave known as Bishop G. A. Goins, who
knew Alexander Campbell personally and told how
several persons, to his knowledge, became Christians.
Said he, "Mr. Campbell was a great debater. I saw
him many times, with his own hands, baptize col-
ored men and women. I've never tired of hearing
him speak. He always had something to say."



CHAPTER III

THE INTERRACIAL CONGREGATION

THE History of the Disciples of Christ from 1809-·
1860 is correct in omitting colored churches for

there were none to record. Some were in the mak-
ing but none existed as independent churches until
after that date. The slaves who stood at the win-
dows and sat in the churches worshipped with their
masters. They occupied the rear seats and balcon-
ies in the churches where many heard the Word,
believed it, confessed Christ and were baptized. Al-
though they had designated seats, whether in the
rear, in the basement or in the balcony, they were
members just the same.

Both colored and white worshipped together as
recorded by R. H. Peoples, National Secretary of
Colored Churches among Disciples of Christ, in his
report on The Historical Development of Negro
Work and Its Relation to the Organized Brother-
hood Life.

"The history of the Negro Church cannot be re-
covered accurately at this late date, but from scant,
fragmentary records available, a dim outline can
be formed. From tradition, from statements of pi-
oneer leaders, from cornerstones of churches as well
as from old church minutes, we find there wasNe-
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gro membership in practically all of the first
churches where the Disciples' movement began. Of

. course, we have never questioned the fact that Ne-
groes were members of the old Cane Ridge Church
in Kentucky, but it is surprising to read in J. B.

BRUSH RUN CHURCH

Where Negroes were members.

Lehman's early history of the 'work there was Ne-
gro membership in the Brush Run Church at Wash-
ington, Pennsylvania. In my travels I have run across
churches in North and South Carolina, Texas and
Georgia which had Negro and white membership
originally. "
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The Disciples Church was a model church in so
far as all being under one shelter, the master, the
freedman, the slave, 'all worshipped together. In
this there was the recognition of God as Father and
men as brothers, but not as equals. In some of these
churches the colored brethren served as officials as
reported by an old ex-slave of Germantown. Ken-
tucky, who lived to be ninety-seven years old~lIn
cities today where there is not a congregation of
colored, the Negroes attend the white churches.
This is true in Traverse City, Michigan, Flint, 1\1ich-
igan, and several of the smaller cities in Ohio. Even
in some of the cities where we have new congrega-
tions among the colored people and where Negro
members have been connected with the white con-
gregation for years, this still exists.

There is something wholesome about this mode
of service; all learn to know each other and become
contributors for the common good. If children can
go to school together and learn under the banner
of the city, certainly Christians can go to church
together and learn about God.

The Disciples practice this on a larger scale in
those states where there is only one State Conven-
tion and a few Negro churches affiliating with the
same. Such State Conventions as those of Michi-
gan, New York, Indiana, Illinois, and California are
included in this group. Other states with Negro
organizations usually invite representatives from
the white State Society to consider problems affect-
ing the Negro and the general church.
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Even today the International Convention is a
representative assembly of all the people. Its ser-
vices include Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese,
Mexicans and others. All have a part on the pro-

WHEATLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST

Remus, Michigan

Where both white and colored
worshipped together.

gram. A processional of any regional, state, nation-
al or international gathering would still portray
the Bouquet of the Brown, Yellow, Black and the
White. All interested in the same thing - the King-
dom of God.
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Dr. Cecil F. Cheverton said, "America is an expe-
rimental ground. Its inhabitants are children from
every land in the world." How they get along in-
dicates how near the Kingdom of God has come to
be. The Disciple of Christ still holds to the original
pattern. Long before Negroes had schools of their
own in the south, Alexander Campbell (a slave)
worked as porter and attended the school known
today as Transylvania University in Lexington,
Kentucky.



CHAPTER IV

THE CONGREGATIONS DIVIDE

THE agitation before and during the Civil War
changed the attitude of the two groups involved

in the struggle. The Negro was a slave, subjected
to the command of the dominant group. The whites
were free and some were slave owners with every
conceivable control. Among these two groups were
those who felt the colored brethren should be free
and equal. Still there was another group who felt
it was divine to hold slaves. The Negroes them-
selves were divided; some felt slavery was good;
while others thought it was wrong and longed to
be free.

All worshipped in the sam~ church, listened to the
same sermon and communed together. But the Civil
War was emerging- the mighty struggle between
the North and South - one portion believing it to
be right while the other thought it was wrong. In
the middle was the Negro who was in the nation
but not of it. In the church before God he was
equal, but before man, unequal.

The church differs from the state in that it is a
divine institution, world-wide, interracial and inter-
national but is conditioned by the beliefs, attitudes
and knowledge people in it hold concerning God

30
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and His program. The beliefs of men in the
churches instead of the divine principles prevailed.
Some of the communions divided over the slavery-
question. The Disciples of Christ, stressing in essen- .
tials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all
things, love, did not divide. It was elastic here for
every individual had a right to interpret for him-
self. Those who felt it wrong to hold slaves freed
them; others kept them until the closing days of
1865 when the war ended, thus making the emanci-
pation proclamation binding on all.

There have always been persons in the church·
opposed to Negroes attending mixed services. This
did not strike deeply until the period of agitation
for his liberation from civil bondage. It apears the
whites believed civil separation meant religious sep-
aration also. What else could the Negro think after
being a slave so long than that freedom itself car-
ried with it this too? If the Disciple Movement had
held fast to its traditional practice, it would be eas-
ier to call other communions to repentance. It was
not done because its vision was blurred; it followed
the civil acts instead of holding fast to the divine
standards already before its eyes. After 1860 Ne-
groes were encouraged to organize into separate
bodies wherever a large enough number were found.
Those churches having Negro membership did not
set them aside all at once but used a gradual proc-
ess. Whenever a sufficient number became mem-
bers, they were urged to form a church of their own.
The church usually became a mission supported
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by the white congregation until it was able to carry
on without support. Some of the churches continued
the old practice until the Negroes of their own vol-
ition decided to withdraw. However, this separa-
tion required years to complete.

ARNOLD GRAGSON

Who wos a member qf the inter-
racial congregation and moved as
a charter member into the Colored

Church at Germantown, Ky.

R. H. Peoples says, "The separation of the two
into distinct churches was a gradual process. In some
it came soon. It came soon after they were organ-
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ized, while in others it was not done until years had
passed, even as late as after the Civil War. The
church at Midway, Kentucky is a good example of
the former. Soon after this church was organized
the membership became very large and the whites
built a church for them."l

Arnold Gragson, an ex-slave, who was a member
of the white congregation in Germantown, Ken-
tucky, said, "The white brethren helped us organize
and finance our church of which I was a charter
member."

The great Christian statesmen not only among
the Disciples but in every communion would like to
see the two races worship together all the time un-
der the same roof. They are aware of many among
them, and often in the chui-ch of which they are a
part, being opposed to this system. Because of this
opposition small cities where all of the church peo-

. pIe would make one good congregation are support-
ing two or more. Since the colored congregation is
only made up of a few, the strain to support their
churches is often burdensome. Many of these towns
are located in Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and

'Georgia, also a few in some of the northern cities.
The spirit promoting this is not only found in

the white people but in the colored as well. When
we measure the separation and division of congre-
gations, we must not say nor feel that it was pro-
moted by the whites alone, it was not. As late as
1917 leaders among the colored Disciples insisted

•

1. R. H. Peoples Report, 1940, p. 2.
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on organizing a separate convention while the white
leaders opposed it.

Freedom to most of the colored meant separation.
They did not understand freedom to mean being
able to share in the total joys and sorrows of the
whole without restraint. Their conception was free-
dom meant to control all without interference from
others than themselves.

Today many of the great leaders among the col-
ored Disciples hold the new conception of freedom.
Their hearts and their tears are like those of the
statesmen already mentioned, to raise the level of
their people's th~nking in order to reconstruct the
Christian practices of Apostolic times.

The separation was not the organization of an
independent Negro church, but an attempt to wor-
ship, plan and direct most of the cultural program
in the light of the Negro's own intelligence.



CHAPTER V

THE PIONEERS AMONG THE COLORED DISCIPLES

THE original pioneers among the Disciples of
Christ were Thomas Campbell, Alexander'

Campbell, Barton W. Stone, Walter Scott, Dr.
Robert Richardson, John T. Johnson. Samuel Rog-
ers, -]ohn Rogers, Jacob Creath, Phillips S. Fall and
many others too numerous to mention. Slaves heard
some of these teach and preach. Since the Disci-
ples are one and the same whether NegTo or white
its beginning is identical. How can it be other-
wise? What we mean by the title of this chapter is
this: after separate churches were established, Negro
men took the lead among their people. However,
white friends continued to give guidance.

Long before the colored Disciples became able to
support some of their individual churches, Alex-
ander Cross was sent out from the Cane Ridge
Church (white) in Kentucky as a foreign mission-
ary to work among the Negroes of Jamaica, and Ja-
c9b Kinoly went as a missionary to Liberia, Africa.
Alexander Campbell, the father of Stafford and
Alexander Campbell of Kentucky, traveled exten-
sively preaching in North Carolina, Kentucky and
Virginia. In Michigan in 1869 T. W. Cross organ-
ized the Wheatland Church of Christ in whi.ch both
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colored and white worshipped. This church has had
both colored and white ministers.

Mississippi was dotted here and there with New
Testament Churches early in the history of the
movement, probably as early as 1868. A. 1. Williams

PRESTON TAYLOR

First President of Notional Convention

made a second attempt to continue Southern Chris-
tian Institute in Jackson, Mississippi in 1881, after
the school closed the first time. The late Elder H.
HerndQIl corries from a long line of pioneer preach-
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ers. His grandfather, Ben Herndon, and father, Nick
Herndon, were associates with Elder J. J. Keyes and
W. A. Scott. Some were baptized by B. F. McNear, a
white minister. J. J. Keyes was chosen as state evan-
gelist in 1884 and did so for thirty years. He re-
members the first church, Bethel, being named after
the white congregation and was located in Carroll
County. K. R. Brown who distinguished himself as
a leader was elected state secretary in the same
meeting. Several persons gathered in this assembly,
among them being other pioneers, William Ramy,
Louis Shields, Walter Sneed, and M. F. Johnson.
To these men goes the credit for the hard work of
cultivating the soil in that state.

Kentucky gave to the brotherhood Alexander
Cross, F. T. Floyd, D. G. Berry, Samuel Buckner,
Jackson Lightfoot, Alexander Campbell, Stafford
Campbell and Alexander. Campbell, II, sons of the
latter, and W. H. Dickerson, R. E. Hathaway, R. E.
Pearson, T. R. Everett, L. R. Dickerson, M. Jack-
son, Mrs. H. A. M. Singleton, C. H. Dickerson and
George Hogland. Tennessee produced Ruffin Holt,
Preston Taylor, H. R. Ryomer, J. W. Smith, J. W.
Scott,· Fred Smith, J. E. Anderson, H. H. Grigsby
and J. N. Ervin as well as C. Kenny, D. W. Bradley,
Dr. H. B. Hinkel, Henry Rhea and Blair T. Hunt.
Alabama sent forth all of the Bray Boys inc~uding
Cephas and I. C. Franklin. Georgia pioneers are the
Stricklands - Eli and W. T.; Wallace Harvey, John
McClendon, M. Summers, Joe Corbett and G. T.
White. Out of North Carolina came R. L. Peters,
and J. and C. L. Whitfield. In the eastern portion
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of North Carolina a group of Disciples who washed
feet as early as 1867 records the following as pio-
neers among them: Alfred Lovick, Yancy Porter,
Demus Hargett, Allen Chestnut and R. E. Green.
B. J. Gregory who received over three thousand in-
to the church; R. E. Green who built thirteen
churches; and Charles Randolph Davis Whitfield
who baptized one thousand, eight hundred and for-
ty-seven with his own hands and gave six sons to
the Christian ministry. California pioneers are A.
Cochren, A. W. Jacobs, M. F. Mitchell, D. L. Mc-
Mickens, A. Harp~r, and C. Henderson.

Other pioneers include, Missouri: William Al-
phin, Elizah Gooche, Burel Basket, Henry Kibby,
Dick Mason, Mike Handcock, and Minor J. Mace,
as well as J. H. Bell; Ohio: M. F. Frazier, Laban
S. Socker (the first colored man to be ordained as a
Disciple minister in that state) , A. W. Martin, and
from Arkansas: A. B. C.. Turner, M. M. Bostic,
.Jake Guiden, A. Matlock, P. York, Wayman and
H. MaHin; Maryland: W. Taylor and W. E. Nash;
Texas: T. W. Pratt, G. W. Crawford, M. T. Brown,
T. B. Frost, L. H. Crawford, N. H. Johnson and .J.
E. Quarles; Kansas: A. W. David and George C.
Campbell, also A. D. Little; New Jersey: Mayme
Edwards; Virginia: G. M. Dickerson, and C. A.
Perry; West Virginia: C. W. Smith; South Carolina:
R. H. Boyd, E. B. Husser, P. H. Turman, H. W.
Edwards, Joseph Ephrian, F. W. Warren, R. ·W.
Watson. On and on the roll lengthens with trail-blaz-
ers, men who suffered that this communion might ex-
ist. They labored that we might not only utter in
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words the plea of the Disciples of Christ but dem-
onstrate it to all.

Their work speaks for itself. Preston Taylor
ministered to the church at Mount Sterling, Ky.,
Lea Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, and raised funds

ELDER THOMAS CROSS

Organizer of the Wheatland
Church of Christ, Remus,

Michigan

to erect the Capitol City 12th Street Church, vVash-
ington, D. C. Others distinguishing themselves
were H. L. Herod, who organized FlannerHouse
and pastored the Second Christian ,Church in In-
dianapolis, Ind., and P. H. Moss who served for a
long time as Director of Religious Education among
the Negro churches. Some of these are yet alive,
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others have passed on, leaving behind foundations
on which a greater church can be built.

Along with this illustrious group of men were
women, namely: Mrs. Elizabeth Herod, Mrs. Wil-
liam Alphin, Mrs. Wilma Ervin, Rebecca Strick- c-

land, Mrs. Alice Mitchell, Mrs. Lizzie Bowen, Mrs.
L. R. Dickerson, Mrs. N. Sharps, Mrs. Preston Tay-
lor, Mrs. E. Kirkpatrick, Mrs. S. A. Pirtle, Sadie
Bostic, Mrs. P. H. Moss, Mrs. A. M. Haygood, Mrs.
S. Vanburn, Mrs. C. Maybery, Mrs. C. H. Dicker-
son, Mrs. Rosa Brown Bracy, Mrs. Elizabeth Har-
vey, Mrs. Rebecca Strickland, Mrs. De.tsie Black-
burn, Mrs. H. A. M. Singleton, and Mrs. Sarah
Blackburn. Also Miss Ella Bean, Hattie Mallory,
Fannie H. Johnson, Reta E. Manpin, Mrs. M. J.
Brown, C. Martin Harris, Addie Holland, Nancy
V. Jennings, Elizabeth M. Harden, Seberlie E.
Grubbs, Mrs. W. A. Scott, Mrs. J. W. Scott, and
Florence P. Hayden.

These sowed the seed, watered it and kept it alive.
Some time while the men were away they kept
watch. Every state and every church has its pio-
neers. Those who toiled when the going was hard;
those who gave to their generation and to those
unborn, the Communion we love. They may not
have made it world-wide but their little part well
done made it possible for us to enjoy a greater
fellowship.

Since the frontier of the Restoration Movement
has not been pushed very far among the Negro,
most of the first work was done in the villages and
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with farm dwellers. The way was opened for a new
pioneer with more tools than the first. In 1914
people moved to cities. To plant churches and ad-
minister the programs in the cities were as difficult
as laying the first foundation. Young men, some
trained in Drake University, Butler University,
Eureka College, Southern Christian Institute,
Louisville Bible College, Chapman College, Jarvis
Christian College, and some self made, went forth
suffering to build.

George Letton, Howard Fowler, W. D. Camp-
bell, Emmet Dixon, R. L. Searcy, 1. Q. Hurdle,
Cleo Blackburn, Baxter Carroll Duke, R. H. Peo-
ples, Prince A. Gray, Jr., Raymond Walden, E. A.
Daniels, P. C. Washington, M. L. Lambart, C. L.
Whitfield, J. Whitfield, S. S. Meyers, Eli Wilburt,
Vance Smith, Jason Cowan, Lorenza Evans, C. W.
Arnold, R. E. Handcock, William K. Fox, C. H.
Webb, Melvin Dickson and C. B. Fisher are some of
those who toiled to erect Metropolitan Churches.

Of course, the foundation was laid. It was rural
to the core. Most of the members were taught to
give as the Lord had prospered them. Their pros-
pering was not the churches' prospering. The
Kingdom of God was sought, first to save their
souls but to support the church was another thing.
It appeared to be entirely left to God for it was the
last thing most of the members thought of. God
could have their souls but not their pocketbooks.

The task of raising finance and developing a cul-
tural program were two major tasks of the last group
of men. Too, there were people from every section


