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ONTHE
BLACK

CHURCH
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Office of the Administrative Secretary Indianapolis, Indiana

138 NeWMeM8ER~ SINes ~u~V

"The 'underground church' meets
every Thursday night at seven-
thirty in the church basement •••
come dressed as you are. Enjoy refreshmenta while you listen to a ser-
mon or your favorite hymn. Ask questions. Get into the fellowship and
pray together for strength and power. The attendance has been tremen-
dous ••• Etc."
You would probably say what I said: '~raise the Lord! That is what
the Christian W2Y is all about. It is the renewal of people so they
can have a new and powerful spring in their feet and spirit ••• Yes,
in spite of inflation, unemployment and all the rest.

Well, Pastor Hose Laderson, Sr. of the Hillside Christian Church,
Indianapolis, is sending out these letters because things are happening
at Hillside. I
Can you share such a joyous and tri-
u~hant note about happenings in your r---------------------------------~congregation? That may be why Hill-
side has received 138 new members
since july I, 1974!

Suppose you received a letter which
began like this: ''Hillside has had
a spiritual awakening ••• The dead
are being raised. The blind are re-
ceiving sight and the lame are be-
ginning to walk.
'~e have had 138 new members since
July I, 1974 •••

God's energyzing presence isn't
(continued on pg. 2)
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limited to Hillside. This aeason
of Lent is a good time to make HIS
Presence really felt wherever you
are.

Pastor Laderson talks about the
need for spiritual cleansing -
study periods before Sunday morn-
ing worship - an individual spir-
itual preparation for worshipping
God in spirit and truth~

It seems like what is happening at
Hillside is what Jesus and the
Apostles talked about in the Bible.
These happenings could occur in
your congregation too.

*Mrs. Mary S. Whitefield - November
11. 1974 - Washington, D.C. Sister
Whitefield was the devoted wife of
Brother J. F. Whitefield, pastor
emeritus of Twelfth Street Chris-
tian Church where he served from
1929 for almost two generations.
She was born in North Carolina
where she received her educational
preparation and taught school. Dr.
John Eubanks of Howard University
delivered the eulogy.

*Mrs. Carla Jeane Cannon Smith -
January 11. 1975 - Indianapolis.
Indiana. Mrs. Smith was a recent
graduate of Jarvis Christian Col-
lege and member of the Fulton

Street Christian Church in
Palestine. Texas and Second Chris-
tian in Indianapolis. At Jarvis
she was an administrative as-
sistant in communications and mem-
ber of the Zeta Delta Chapter of
the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority. Inc.
Survivors include two children.
parents, brothers and sisters and
many others. Brother Thomas G.
Benjamin delivered the eulogy.

*Simon Edwards - January 15, 1975 -
Tyler, Texas. Services were held
January 19 in Meyer Auditorium of
Jarvis Christian College, Hawkins.
Texas. Brother Edwards joined the
Jarvis staff in 1963 and though a
victim of polio since 1952, organ-
ized the public relations program.
He was a graduate of Clark Univer-
sity in Atlanta, Georgia. Edwards
was active in the economic develop-
ment efforts among black people,
being employed often as a counselor
on insurance, income tax and a
special lecturer in small and
minority business management. He
was a member of the Christian
Church at Jarvis and Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity. Survivors include his
mother, sister and brother.

Former pastor. Dr. Enoch Henry of
Indianapolis questions the article
in the January 1975 issue of UP-
DATE called "Californians Fete
Washingtons."

The article. which was printed in
UP-DATE as it was received, ac-
cording to Dr. Henry. implies that
the church was behind with its
building fund payments when Dr.
Henry left for employment in the

(continued on pg. 10)
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A Leader Development Institute held
at Athens, Texas in December 1974
attracted 51 persons from ten con-
gregation. It marked Phase I of a
leader development program in the
black churches which are dually
aligned with the Texas Christian
Missionary Fellowship and the
Christian Church in the Southwest.

Cora Ward, president of the
Fellowship's C.W.F.; Texas Fellow-
ship president, Charles Faulkner;
James O. Griffin; Melvin C. Dickson
and Lenora Rolla are among the key
leaders. Alva S. Brown, Associate
Minister for the Southwest Region
is the principal staff.

Phase II will move into local con-
gregational reorganization, teacher
training, and renewal.

by Mary Harris, Chairwoman for the
National Convocation CWF Constitu·
ency

On February 5, 1975, I attended a
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Black Church Women Leaders meeting
in Indianapolis. Indiana. Those
attending were Fran Craddock, Exe-
cutive Secretary, Department of
Church Women, Dr. William K. Fox,
Administrative Secretary, Luz
Bacerra, Social Involvement,
Mary Harris, National Convocation
CWF President, Carnella Barnes,
International CWF President, Alva
Brown, Associate Regional Minister,
Fort ~orth, Texas, Ruth Hobbs,
State President Mississippi,
Elizabeth Enix, Associate Region-
al Minister, Indianapolis, IN.

We heard remarks from Fran
Craddock and Dr. Fox. Mrs.
Craddock said that the purpose of
CWF is to relate to all women in
the church and to prepare women
for full participation in the
total life of the church and com-
munity.

Dr. William K. Fox, told us that
the National Convocation will be
focusing on black women in the
total church, and the movement of
black women in the total situation.

We also had reviews of what is
going on in the areas from which
each delegate came, in terms of
involvement of black church women
in conferences, leadership semi-
nars, etc. We gave suggestions and
comments for future events.

We had a very interesting meeting.
Now I am asking that you please
send me suggestions on '~ow we can
best serve you and what you want to
see happen in the next CWF meeting
of the National Convocation in
Nashville, Tennessee.
Write }lie: Mary Harris

549 Greeley
Kansas City, MO 66101
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT EVENT held in
early December at Christian Youth
Foundation, Athens, attracted ap-
proximately 50 leaders in Black
congregations from throughout the
state. The event was sponsored
jointly by Texas Christian Mission-
ary Fellowship, the Christian
Church in the Southwest and the
Christian Church's Department of
Women's Work. Future plans also
were discussed.

Courtesy THE CHRISTIAN COURIER
Fort Worth, Texas
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ALABAMA. BIRMINGHAM •••A recent
annual report on 1974 to members
of Macedonia Christian Church high-
lighted the dedication of a new
church building at a new site
March 24 with Brother Thomas J.
Griffin, Director of Promotion of
Reconciliation. Indianapolis as the
principal speaker. Macedonia also
celebrated its 74th anniversary of
the church October 20 with a Home-
coming observance emphasizing indi-
vidual testimonials on how God had
worked in the life of the congrega-
tion over the years. Brother Earl
Murray is the pastor.

MISSOURI. HANNIBAL •••Douglas Com-
munity Center, the means by which
the Willow Street Christian Church
serves its community, is planning
an "Adventures in Learning" feature
for its nutrition site program for
older persons. Volunteers for in-
structors in the "Learning" program
the Center serves hot lunches to
senior citizens weekly. Brother
David Meeker is pastor of the con-
gregation.

MICHIGAN. DETROIT •••Northwestern
Christian Church continues to be
the place where many community
activities take place. Last month
(February) the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance and a union
service called "Operation Reach
Out" involving the Livenia and
United congregations met in North-
western. Pastor Willie Watkins,
Jr. of Northwestern was given his
first anniversary service as
minister October 24, 1974.

NEW JERSEY. EAST ORANGE •••A series
of planning and evaluation dinner-
meetings for interested members of
the Park Avenue Christian Church
was launched in January. Carlos
Ellison, staff specialist on the
Ecumenical Institute, New York
House, was the leader. Brother
Anthony H. Carpenter is pastor.

VIRGINIA. MARTINSVILLE •••Fayette
Street Christian Church recently
observed the 10th anniversary of
its pastor, Brother Joseph L.
Galloway, as one of the highlights
celebrating the congregation's
moving into its new church build-
ing. Pastor Galloway is a member
of the Chatham City Council.

MISSOURI. ST, LOUIS •••Centennial
Christian Church has joined with
Second Presbyterian, Trinity Epis-
copal and First Unitarian churches



to provide tutorial services
through a "Joint Board After
School Program." A major purpose
is to teach basic skills "through
personally involved hands-on
creative activities. Ii Brother S.
W. Hylton, Jr. is pastor of Centen-
nial.

MICHIGAN, FLINT •••Vermont Street
Christian Church is working hard to
move from its inadequate facilities
in its present location to a newly
constructed building on a site a
few miles away from the central
city. Pastor Thomas Courts organ-
ized this congregation 27 years ago
with five members.
MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY •••Among the
accomplishments in 1974 reported to
members of Central Christian Church
in a congregational meeting was the
addition of 22 new members repre-
senting nine families. Brother
Claude Walker is pastor.

DoLLARS FOR..
l=PJ:,E.OOM

United Christian Church in Cincin-
nati, Ohio voted a grant of $1000
during its January meeting for the
support of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People as it presses for the re-
formation of policy and functioning
of the public school system in
Cincinnati~ The money is secured
over and beyond regular operational
and building fund giving.

Pastor John Compton who is sup-
porting the struggle along with
other community leaders, had recom-
mended this action to the Official
Board of the congregation.
Supporters of the N.A.A,C.P. claim
there is racial and economic iso-
lation in the Cincinnati public
school system.
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A new Director of the Inner City
Project of the Disciples Council of
Greater St. Louis was called at the
regular Board of Directors meeting
January 22, 1975. She is Mrs. Earl
Moore of St. Louis, MO.

In announcing the name the person-
nel committee was recommending. Dr.
S. W. Hylton, pastor of Centennial
Christian Church. indicated that it
was the unanimous feeling of the
committee that Mrs. Moore was a
person who was outstanding in her
awareness of the needs of the com-
munity, and in her ability to aid
church persons to assist in meeting
these needs.
Most recently, Mrs. Moore has served
as Assistant Director of the New
Life Center. 5300 Delmar. St. Louis.
The Center is involved in aiding
unwed mothers with counseling.
classes, and community services.

In addition. Mrs. Moore has been
with the St. Louis Public Library
and the Adult Basic Education Pro-
gram in St. Louis. In all these job
responsibilities, she has worked
closely with community service a-
gencies.

She received the Associate in Arts
from Forest Park Community College
in 1974.

As Director of the Inner City Pro-
ject of the Disciples Council she
will have responsibility in over-
seeing the Mother-to-Mother pro-
gram which seeks to relate three
church mothers to one family
receiving Aid to Dependent Chil-
dren. There is also a Family-to-
Family program which links a church
family wi th an inner city family to



There are 24 Christian Churches
(Disciples of Christ) in the metro-
politan area that participate in
the project.

Mr. and Mrs. Moore are the parents
of nine children. She began her
duties with the Disciples Council
February 1.

Dr. Sterling Cary, first Black
president of the National Council
of Churches, led the first dele-
gation of National and World
Council of Churches leaders to meet
with a United States President
January 30, 1975.

Dr. Kenneth L. Teegarden, general
minister and president of the
Christian Church, was a part of
the 30 member delegation which met
with President Gerald Ford for a
hour.

Sitting around the Cabinet table
in a relaxed atmosphere, the
President and the church leaders
shared concern for world hunger,
human rights and current economic
conditions.

Dr. Teegarden felt that the meet-
ing was one of a series which the
President plans to hold with vari-
ous groups to underline the Ad-
ministration's desire to assume a
stance of openness.

* November 7, 1974, Johnny Turner,
a student at Luther Seminary,
Jacksonville, FL, was called to
assist Rev. Eligah Jones at
Galilee, Summer Field, FL. Rev.
Jones is 80 years young.

* Eastside observed its Annual
Fellowship Service January 19-25,
1975. Various churches of the
city were with Eastside that week.
The purpose of the Fellowship
Service is to publicize the Disci-
ples among Black people and a-
chieve unity among the churches.
Not many Blacks in Jacksonville
know what the Disciples are, and
are doing this as our way of say-
ing to the Baptists and Methodists
''We are one."

* Mt. Zion, St. Petersburg, FL -
Eligah Thomas has resigned, a new
minister will be called as soon
as details can be worked out.
This church will have to move by
1976.

* E. Taft Hector, Summer Field
Church, was elected the first
Black in Florida to the Regional
Board.

* The Black Convocation of the
Christian Church in Florida will
be held July 4-7, 1975, Silver
Springs, FL. This will be a first
for Blacks in Florida.

- Reporter, Archie Warren
Regional (Adjunct)
Minister



*Administrative Committee of the
General Board -
+Meeting in Indianapolis February
2-4 approved in principle the sub-
stance of a possible resolution
from the General Board "To Estab-
lish Ten New Black Churches."
+Forwarded a resolution for General
Board consideration May 17, 1975
urging "the general units of the
church to continue the increased
support of Third World Peoples •••
and give endorsement to the wider
use of blacks and other racial
minorities in representing the
interest of the •••Church •••in help-
ing Third World Peoples fulfill
their destiny."
+Approved the release of an abbre-
viated form of "Ethical Guidelines
for Investment Policies."
+Was alerted by the General Minis-
ter and President to a forthcoming
REPORT of 1969 RESOLUTION 19 from
the General Reconciliation Com-
mittee dealing with racism and the
empowerment of the poor and power-
less.

+Received a progress report from
the Division of Overseas Minis-
tries on the membership of the
Disciples of Christ Church in the
Ecumenical Development Cooperative
Society - a Society of world
church bod ies organized "to pro-
mote economic growth together with
social justice and self-reliance,
in poor communities of the world,
in a manner consistent with the
moral and social principals of the
World Council of Churches."
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It's called the city of missions,
the cradle of Texas liberty, the
birthplace of Teddy Roosevelt's
Rough Riders and the home of the
HemiaFair.

It's San Antonio, Where some 8000
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) members will meet this
summer to debate issues, study and
worship together during the bi-
ennial General Assembly of the
Church.

The Disciples will meet here
August 15-20.

San Antonio offers unique oppor-
tunities for Disciples from the
U.S. and Canada to experience
first-hand the heritage of sever-
al cultures represented by modern
Texans.

The Institute of Texan Cultures,
located on the HemisFair grounds
near the civic center where the
assembly will be held, traces the
contributions of 25 ethnic groups
to the total culture of the state
through exhibits and an audio-
visual show.

Nearby, the Lone Star Hall of
Texas History presents significant
events in Texas history through
dioramas and wax figures and the
Mexican American Cultural Institute
displays Mexican arts and crafts.

A few b locks away from the assem-
bly site is the most famous of the
city'·a five missions, the AlamO.
Officially named the Mission San
Antonio de Valero by the Francis-
can Fathers who built it in 1744,
the Alamo served as a house of
worship, a school for Indian con-
verts and a haven for early set-
tlers. - Christian Church News



by - Harion Sands Henry

In August, 1974 at Spelman College,
Atlanta, Georgia, the Minister's
Wives Organization of the National
Convocation of the Christian Church
climaxed a very successful biennium
(1972-74) under the very capable
and inspiring leadership of Mrs.
Beverly Benjamin of Indianapolis, IN.

Now we are at the beginning of
another two years effort to secure
support for the training of men and
women for the ministry.

Having met quite a few of you in
Atlanta, I look forward to meeting
more of you as we combine our
interest in fellowship and commit-
ment. Since it is not possible for
me to visit with each of you per-
sonally I hope that we shall be
able to become better acquainted
through these monthly notes in UP-
DATE, culminating in our face-to-
face involvements at the Biennial
Business Session and Coronation at
Nashville, Tennessee, August. 1976.

This initial letter is primarily to
say ''hello''and to alert you to
this column which will be carrying
news of what ministers' wives are
doing across the nation during this
biennium. Please send me news
concerning your ministers' wives

organization which you think might
be of interest.

The address is:
Mrs. Marion Sands Henry
clo UP-DATE
Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
Box 1986
Indianapolis. IN 46206

The next issue of UP-DATI will carry
names of all of the new officers and
their addresses for your·info~-
tion.

MIN\STeRS T() ~

1i:{OM'PSON - RA'f
Mayor Bennie Thompson of Bolton.
Mississippi, will be a speaker when
about 60 black ministers of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) hold a first spring retreat
here April 15-17. 1975.

The retreat. scheduled at the
Airport Rodeway Inn, is aimed at
spiritual reflection. a sharing of
hopes. and strategizing about the
role of the black minister.

Thompson will speak at 3 p.m.
April 15 in a session that will
deal with political and economic
problems facing black church people.

Dr. Sandy Ray. pa8tor of Corner-
stone Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y.,
will speak three times, first at a
public celebration at Hillside
Christian Church at 7:30 p.m.
April 15.

After Mayor Thompson's political
analY8is, James Shaw, vice-president
of Midwest National Bank of

(continued on pg. 11)



Black women in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) want more
involvement in the church, par-
ticularly in the predominantly-
black fellowship group where they
feel there is token recognition
only.

They want more women serving on
committees which plan the biennial
National Convocation of the church
as well as speakers and other
participants who are women.

Selected black leaders, meeting
here recently with the Department
of Church Women, pointed out that
none of the major speakers for
the third biennial convocation,
held in August in Atlanta, were
women.

Training events in Mississippi and
Texas were cited as examples of
preparing women for leadership.
Training men and women at the same
time results in greater accept-
ance of women, according to Miss
Luz Bacerra, Indianapolis,
Director of Social Involvement for
the Department.

Dr. William K. Fox, assistant to
the general minister and president,
of the church and administrative
secretary for the Convocation,
told the participants that "black
women have the potential to be
catalysts for renewal in the
church. "
ttending the meeting were: Mrs.
arnella Barnes, Los Angeles, CA,
resident of the International

ristian Women's Fellowship; Mrs.
uth Hobbs, Jackson, MS, coordi-
ator of the school of faith and

life of the National Convocation;
rs. Mary Harris, Kansas City, MO,

9
president of the Christian Women's
Fellowship of the Convocation;
Mrs. Alva Brown, Fort Worth, TX,
associate minister of the Christian
Church in the Southwest; and
Elizabeth Ennix, Indianapolis, IN,
associate regional minister of the
Christian Church in Indiana.

Also participating was Mrs. Fran
Craddock, Executive Secretary of
the Department.

- Christian Church News

INSTITUTE LEADERS were, left to
right, Ernest J. Newborn, associate
minister of the Christian Church in
Missouri; James O. Griffin of Dallas,
chairman of Christian education for
Texas Christian Missionary Fellowship;
Mrs. Marilyn Calhoun, lay leader of
Warren Avenue Christian Church of
Dallas; and Emmett J. Dickson, minis-
ter of Jarvis Christian College
Church.

Courtesy THE CHRISTIAN COURIER
Fort Worth, Texas



Dr. Henry says "This is not true.
In fact at my departure all obliga-
tions were current, including
Board of Church Extension at $700
plus per month. The church fell
behind later and Dr. Washington
labored with them on retirement
income which helped them through
the transitional period."

The Reverend J. lbomas Johnson was
installed as the pastor of Summit
Christian Church, Dayton. Ohio.
Sunday. March 2. 1975.

During the past five years. Rev.
Johnson was an associate minister
on the regional staff of the
Christian Church in Kentucky. Rev.
Johnson, his wife. Wanda. and chil-
dren. Joseph Thomas and Jeanne
Tomeka previously made their home
in Lexington. Kentucky.

Rev. Johnson's undergraduate work
was done at Jarvis Christian Col-
lege which granted him the B.A. de-
gree. Having attended the Univer-
sity of Missouri School of Religion

for two years. he completed his
graduate work and received the
M. Div. Degree from Vanderbilt
Divinity School.

Dr. Herald B. Monroe, the Ohio
state Executive Secretary of
Christian Churches officiated at
the installation ceremonies. A
reception followed.

Leaders of the Disciples Peace
Fellowship of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) will
observe 40 meatless days in 1975
as a world hunger gesture leading
up to the church's General Assem-
bly August 15-20 in San Antonio,
TeXAS.

The executive committee of the
peace group agreed to give money
saved to Bread for the World, a
New York-based hunger and poverty
movement, or Week of Compassion, ~
the Disciples' annual relief of-
fering.

The group. headed by Lisa Baird of
Fort Worth, Texas. peace fellow-
ship president, also vowed support
of political efforts to increase
world food supplies, to develop
more equitable food distribution
systems, and to reduce military
spending.

"Famine shadows the earth," the
executive committee said in a
statement. "Our ability to re-
spond is diminished by our mas-
sive military spending. American
meat consumption contributes to
the dearth of grain supplies."

- Christian Church News



(frompg.8)

Indianapolis. and Leonard'G. Smalls.
executive director of ,the Business
Development Organization. Memphis.
Tennessee. will discuss the eco-
nomic situation.

On April 16. columnist Reginald
Bishop of the Indianapolis News
and Ms. Phyllis Carr of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.
Indianapolis. will analyze the
social and moral climate.

The April 16 evening session will
be held in Second Christian Church
and the black ministers will tour
general offices of the Disciples of
Christ in eastern Indianapolis
April 17.

T. Garrott Benjamin Jr •• pastor of
Second Christian Church. and K.
David Cole. pastor of West Paseo
Christian Church. Kansas City. MO.
also will make major presentations.

Workshops will be held April 16 on
sermon preparation. the role of
education in the church. problema
faced by new ministers. fundamental
beliefs of the Disciples of Christ.
church administration. and the
improvement of understanding be-
tween ministers.

Sponsor of the retreat is the
Department of Ministry and Worship
of the church's Division of Homeland
Ministries. in cooperation with the
National Convocation. the black
fellowship group of the Disciples.

There are some 275 black ministers
in the Disciples of Christ scat-
tered from coast to coast.with the
largest number being in North
Carolina.

- Christian Church News
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TOOLS FOR
THfJOB. ••

RESOURCE IN BLACK CHURCH
EDUCATION

(Recommended by the National Joint
Education Development Te~)

Can Blacks Be Christian? student
book by Gilbert H. Caldwell. 40¢;
leaders guide by George H. Daniels.
30¢ (Graded. 1973). Por young
teens. A unit of study to help
Black youth understand and affirm
the Christian faith. appreciate
Black history and culture. and be-
come aware of the success and fail-
ure of the church in helping Black
persons come to grips with the
liberating power of the gospel.

Black Pilgrimage in America Kit
(Graded Press. 1970). $3.50. A
packet of materials on Negro life
and history for use by Black and
white groups who want to study the
contributions of Black people to
our national development. Includes:
study book, The Negro Pilgrimage in
America by C. Eric Lincoln; leader's
guide; historical chart; banner
posters; dramatic readings from
Letters to a Black Boy by Hobert
Teague; and teaching photographs.

*United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.;
Christian Church (Disciples);
United Church of Christ; Episcopal
Church; Moravian Church; Presby-
terian Church. U.S.; Reformed
Church in America



15-34 copies - - -$
35-49 copies -
50-74 copies
75-99 copies - - - - -
100-150 copies

15.00 per year
20.00 per year
25.00 per year
30.00 per year
35.00 per yearYour church didn't come through

very loud and clear in the recent
six month's report of giving to
outreach through the Church Fi-
nance Council (Unified Promotion)!

COPIES MAILED TO INDIVIDUALS ARE FREE
~JT'recipients are urged to send an
annual donation.

Is the money in the bank drawing
interest? Did the church treasurer
forget? Can we expect to hear from
you in tomorrow's mail? SEND ME YOUR e DATES

eARTICLES. QUESTIONS

~~ ~
~o~~~
~

w. K. Fox
Box 1986
Indianapolis,
Indiana 46206
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rapidly rising costs for printing
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The following is an annual pay
schedule for receiving the bundle
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Office of the Administrative Secretary Indianapolis. Indiana

Black Christians have received blessings from God which need to be shared
with other Christians so that the Church might more completely become God's
Church engaged in HIS mission. This is the belief which gives meaning and
purpose to my work as the Administrative Secretary of the National Convoca-
tion of the Christian Church. If you are Black, it is the power which should
motivate you to make an effective witness for Christ whether your situation
be all-Black. predominantly white or reasonably racially integrated.

Out of our suffering has come a pro-
jection of hope - a theology of
expectation - which makes possible a compensatory existence - an ability to
live in the present no matter how terrible - yet looking forward in hope.

Out of this leaning forward in hope has come outlines of the plan for
redemption. Redemption is based on suffering, sharing and servanthood under
Jesus Christ - the Christ whose very life was a picture of the Black experi-
ence.

Our heritage is a Black experience
which has cultural and religious
substance dating back to Africa and
persisting until now.

This experience has brought an un-
derstandins of suffering which can
give us an unique and authentic view
of the Cross.

Therefore, central to every Black
Christian and to every predomi-
nantly Black congregation should be
the ministry of reconciliation.
This is the essence of the Christian
Gospel. (continue page 2)

UP-DATE VOL. III. NO. 4/5
April-May, 1975

NATIONAL CONVOCATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1986 Indianapolis, IN 46206



2 MANDATE (from page 1)
You and I must be about the business
of breaking down barriers Which
separate people from people and
people from God.

We must oppose the forces of evil in
all arenas of life Which dehumanize,
enslave and diminish the dignity and
value of people.
The corporate worship experiences in
Which we find ourselves - especially
if we Blacks are able to influence
its character - should include the
musical and dramatic expressions of
the human spirit Which have come to
us through Africa and the Black slave
experience in America.

The concern for justice and human
dignity should be woven into the
thought and action fabric of the con-
gregation Wherever Black Christians
are involved.

The ministry must be ecumenical and
world-wide in dimensions without re-
gard for denomination, race or color
or any other primitive or tribal con-
sideration.
This, in my judgment, is What is
meant in being a responsible Black
Christian individual or predominantly
Black congregation. - W. K. Fox

Garden Grove Church of Houston, TX
celebrated with a dramatic mortgage
burning February 9 featuring a
candle-light ritual.

Pastor R. H. Page led the congrega-
tion in the candle-burning ceremony.
When the last candle was lighted,

the word "TITHES" was brought to the
front and center of the sanctuary by
six members. The participants were
Mesdames M. B. Harrison, O. Logan,
W. Tucker and Brothers E. W. Rand,
L. C. Nix and S. Trahan.

Congregation Chairman John Ridgely
and Vernita Trahan, youngest member
in the church, presented the pastor
with a "mock mortgage" Which was
burned.

The Sunday morning and afternoon
worship services were highlighted
by sermons from Elder M. C.
Dickson of Dallas and Elder Charles
Faulkner of Greenville. Brothers
Dickson and Faulkner are the vice-
president and president - respec-
tively - of the Texas Christian
Missionary Fellowship.
A mass choir constituted by the
cooperating congregations sang
"All Hail the Power" and "God Is-
Rejoice."
Mrs. J. W. Smith was general program
chairperson for the I~rtgage Burn-
ing Day of Celebration."

Up·DATE·'8UNt)LE.~"
Purchasing the bundle service for
UP-DATE from the Office of the Na-
tional Convocation helps to meet the
rapidly rising costs for printing
UP-DATE as well as assures an ever
widening number of people Who have
a chance to read information in
UP-DATE. The following is an annual
pay schedule for receiving the
bundles service.

15-34 copies- -$15.00 per year
35-49 copies- - 20.00 per year
50-74 copies- - 25.00 per year
75-99 copies- - - 30.00 per year

100-150copies- - - 35.00 per year



alker Memorial Church of Memphis,
ennessee honored Pastor and Mrs •
• A. Evans February 9 for 20 con-
ecutive years of ministry to the
ongregation. Theme for the day was
'Enduring Love in Times Like These."

rris Dale, member of the Young
ult Choir, brought the morning wor-

hip message. Brother Dale was bap-
ized by the pastor and is a

candidate for the preaching ministry.

e afternoon service featured a
essage by The Rev. Roger Pruitt, Jr.
f the Tabernacle Baptist Church.

was ''heralded as a man
courage ••• his outstand-

ing work as coordinator for Black
urch religious services on tele-

ision every Sunday."

ue honor was given to Mrs. Evans
who is a retired school teacher in
the Memphis public school system.
She has served as church organist
for the past 20 years.

e congregation and community
friends gave the Evanses flowers and
gifts. The day was climaxed with a
reception in the Fellowship Hall.

BEAL.E AT
(OROUNJ) BREA\o(fNE>

Second Church, Montgomery, AL held
Ground Breaking Ceremonies Saturday
March 8, at 1:00 p.m. The services
began with a hymn -liThe Solid Rock"-
followed by a reading from Elder
J. J. Fountain, pastor of Harrison
Street Church, Greenville, AL.
Invocation was given by Elder
Marshall Farley, pastor of Clover-
dale Church, Montgomery, AL.

The address was given by Brother
J. T. Beale, Executive Secretary and
Regional Minister. Checks were
received from James Bailey, finance
chairman of Christian Churches of
Southwest Florida - $500.00; J. T.
Beale - $100.00 from Jefferies
Memorial of Birmingham; Elder Ennis
Knight - $25.00; and, Sister Ona
Evans - $10.00.
Second Christian Church decided to
go on with building a new sanctuary
even though resources they had hoped
to receive were not secured.

UNIT'( WEEK OBSERVSO
The Christian Women's Fellowship of
Second Christian Church in Jefferson
City, MO sponsored a Christian Unity
Week service Wednesday evening,
January 22, 1975. Program partici-
pants who spoke on the general sub-
ject of "Prayer" included:

The Rev. Mark Smith, pastor of
Dunivant Chapel A.M.E. church of
Jefferson City.
The Rev. Harvey Vaughn, pastor of
Quinn Chapel A.M.E. church of
Jefferson City.
Choirs from the cooperating churches
along with the Senior Choir of the
host church provided special music.

The Rev. Ernest J. Newborn presided
and extended the "Altar Prayer"
invitation. Following the service
slides were shown taken during the
celebration of the 100th anniversary
of the C.W.F.
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MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS •••S8JlUel Wilbur
Hylton, Jr., pastor of the Centen-
nial Church and president of the Na-
tional Convocation of the Christian
Church, was recently elected presi-
dent of the newly formed Metropolitan
Ministers Alliance of Greater St.
Louis.

MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON •••The Uni ted
Church was led in a "Preaching
Mission" April 8 to April 13 by
Brother Charles H. Webb, Sr., minis-
ter of the Park Manor Church in
Chicago. Reports indicate a revi-
talized congregation. Dr. R. H.
Peoples is the interim pastor of
United.

SOUTH CAROLINA. DENMARK •••Mrs.Charles
Black recently became the first woman
elected to chair Union District II in
the all-Black South Carolina Mis-
sionary Convention. She is a member
of the Cherry Grove Church in
Brunson. Sister Black also serves as
president of the State Missionary
Department.
MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY •••A "Soul
Celpbration" service was held at the
11 o'clock hour Sunday, February 23
at the First Church. The service
used spirituals and their history to
illustrate the contributions Black
people have made to Christianity.
Don Albright is the minister.

OHIO, CINCINNATI •••The Bond Hill and
United congregations entered into a
"Covenantal Agreement" April 6 in a
special service of liturgy in the

United Church. Dr. Herald B. Monroe,
Regional Pastor and Executive, with
offices in Cleveland, led the ritual.
Brother Frank Garner is the minister
at Bond Hill and Dr. John Compton at
United.

INDIANA. INDIANAPOLIS •••The Social
Concerns Committee of Second Church
reported that among its activities
in 1974 were: $2,629.35 given to
needy persons in the neighborhood;
sponsorship of a Senior Citizen
Lunch Program; and a "Church Pantry."
The congregation has also purchased
the first of several buses to be
used to meet various church and com-
munity needs. Brother T. Garrott
Benjamin, Jr. is the pastor.

VIRGINIA. MARTINSVILLE •••Approxi-
mately sixty persons from eight con-
gregations in the Piedmont Tri-State
District Convention area convened in
the Fayette Street Church February 26
for a "Town House Meeting" on the
present state of life and work in the
Church. Brother William K. Fox from
the General Office of the Church in
Indianapolis was the chief resource.
The meeting was initiated by Pastors
George Hart of Reidsville, N.C. and
Joseph Galloway of Chatham, VA.
Brother Galloway was host to the
meeting.
MISSOURI. JEFFERSON CITY •••Laity
Sunday was observed in Second
Christian January 26. Emphasis was
on the need of the greater involve-
ment of laity in the work of the
congregation. Sister Hazel Kirk-
patrick is president of the
Christian Women's Fellowship. Sister
Ivy Bledsoe was program chairperson.

TEXAS. SAN ANTONIO •••Dr. Enoch W.
Henry, director of special services
to congregations in the Department
of Evangelism and Membership in the
Division of Homeland Ministries, will



deliver one of the major addresses
Friday, August 15 during the biennial
meeting of the National Evangelistic
Association. His subject will be "A
Look into Opportunities." The meet-
ing preceeds the General Assembly of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ)

PR.OGRESS
IN SOlT114 CARoL'N~

Cherry Grove Church in Brunson has
become the second predominantly
Black congregation in the Region to
begin full-time ministerial service~

BIder Charles Wright of Holly Hill
has been recently called as pastor.
The new minister has pursued pre-
paratory studies in Summerville to
better equip him for his services.

Pastor Wright has a wife, Mary A.,
two daughters - Sonya and Vickie;
and one son - Charles Jr.

Ernest J. Newborn, an associate min-
ister on the staff of the Christian
Church in Missouri, with offices in
Jefferson City, was the 1975
"Outreach Visitor" to cooperating
congregations in District Ten of the
Region February 23-March 9.

Brother Newborn joined the District
Minister in visiting congregations
to cover the outreach goals for
1975-76 and sought to bring news of
some accomplishments through past
outreach gifts.
Elder Newborn has been on the
Missouri Regional staff since 1971.
His staff responsibilities include
Christian Education, Youth Work, and
Leader Development.
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S~J..F-I-IEL.P
IN M 'SSI.~1 PPI

A ten member Task Force organized in
teams representing the fellow groups
(CYF, CWF, CMF) and Christian educa-
tion continue to make church culti-
vation visitations to Black
congregations in Mississippi.

Task Force Team Coordinator Ruth P.
Hobbs recently made a progress report
on visits to King David Church,
Hermanville; St. Luke Church,
Pattison; First Church, Mound Bayou;
Tillman Chapel Church, Pattison; and
New Hope Church, Camden.

Among the positive results has been
the reactivation of members and
leaders; discovery of new workers
and materials; and requests for
return visits.

The project was initiated by the
Mississippi Christian Missionary
Convention with consultation given
by Brother Lorenzo Evans of
Indianapolis. Brother Thomas N.
Walker from the Regional Church
Office serves as Director.

Elder Aaron Johnson of Greenwood is
president of the Mississippi Con-
vention.

TOOLS fORTHfJOB. ••
INTERRACIAL BOOKS for CHILDREN is
llsually a 12 page bulletin published
eight times a year by the Council on
Interracial Books for Children at
1841 Broadway, New York, NY 10023.
It carries a variety of book reviews,
articles, news reports and an inter-
national exchange. A single sub-
scription costs $8.00.
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LEADERS ATTENDING the Institute for Disciples of Christ Ministers
at the Goldsboro-Raleigh Institute Goldsboro, N.C. March 4-6.
Elder Clarence Johnson, Director of Black Ministries, Indianapolis,
Indiana was a resource leader and brought the closing message.

C~CENT TC"RtSTS
WANTEO

October 16 you can have dinner in
New York City and breakfast in Rome
the next day as you begin a nineteen
day Holy Crescent Tour through
Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, Cairo,
Jeddah, Teheran, Budapest and back
home.

Wade D. Rubick, general counsel for
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and Mrs. Kathleen Bailey
Austin are the tour leaders. Rosa
Page Welch will be the "Spiritual
Leader. " The Sam Dixon's of
Knoxville, Tennessee are among the
tour members.

PERSONS INTERESTED IN JOINING THE
HOLY CRESCENT TOUR SHOULD WRITE TO
WADE RUBICK, P.O. BOX 1986,
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

In the article written last month, 1
asked that you send me suggestions
on "How We Can Best Serve You and
What You Want to See Happen at the
CWF Meeting of the National Convoca-
tion in Nashville, Tennessee?"

The response has just been great.
Keep those letters coming. 1 wish
1 knew each of your personally, but
since 1 don't, let me get to know
you through your letters.

CWF presidents let me know what you
are doing in your local groups and
some of your plans for the future.

1 shall be looking forward to hear-
ing from you soon.

WRITE TO: Mary Harris, 549 Greeley,
Kansas City, KS 66101



C~uRCHES
OPPo~e.
'R,bCCS,T
POL.ICIES

e filing of a stockholders' reso-
lution against International Busi-
ness Machines for sales of comput-
ers to South Africa is an indica-
tion that the church sides with the
oppressed.

The action, taken by some 14
religious bodies including the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), "shows sensitivity to be
involved in a very delicate issue
and shows feeling on the side of
the oppressed," according to Dr.
Robert G. Nels?n. Indianapolis,
Africa executive for the Disciples'
Division of Overseas Ministries.

The resolution asks IBM to limit
its South African sales to "soft
goods" .- typewriters, dictation
machines, etc. -- rather than com-
puters which we believe are being
used to support that country's
policies of racial discrimination,
Dr. Nelson said.
"IBM is probably among the more
enlightened companies operating in
South Africa. We have no quarrel
with the sale of soft goods, but
more than 30 per cent of their
sales are computers with no indica-
tion of their use.
"If IBM sells soft goods for do-
mestic (non-government) use, we
believe the company should continue
to improve benefits and develop
programs for black employees in
South Africa," Dr. Nelson said.

The percentage of black IBM em-
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ployees in South Africa is low,
but because it is a '~ighly tech-
nical field, it is surprising to
have as many as IBM has." Dr.
Nelson noted that IBM is "training

'black South Africans as rapidly as
possible."
The resolution was filed January
13 in New York City. The Disci-
ples stock is owned by The United
Christian Missionary Society.

- Christian Church News

RcJS~AN C"'~ISTIANS
-.Joyou !:»

A leader of the Russian Orthodox
Church visiting Indianapolis,
March 4, declared that it is a joy
to be a Christian in the Soviet
Union and that atheistic propaganda
in his country actually may be work-
ing in favor of the church.

Bishop Makary of Uman, hosted in
Indianapolis by the chief executive
of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), said he believes the
church in Russia is more alive now
than it was 50 years ago.

People are flocking to the churches,
he said, many curious because of
atheistic propaganda, some of the
curious being converted by the Holy
Spirit as they see how Christians
love.
The bishop said one diocese alone
has 900 active congre~ations. that
there are three to five times as
many young people seeking admission
to theological schools as can be
handled, and that Christians number
more than 30,000,000.

"There is no lack of young people
who give themselves to Jesus
Christ," he noted.



A regional church executive, a
minister and a child psychologist
will be nominated to the top
elective offices of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Dr. James A. Hoek, Lexington,
general secretary of the Disciples
in Kentucky, will be nominated as
moderator of the 1.3 million member
church during its General Assembly
August 15-20 in San Antonio, Texas.

Dr. James K. Hempstead, Detroit, MI,
senior minister of Central Woodward
Christian Church, will be nominated
as first vice-moderator.

Miss Ann E. Dickerson, Nashville,TN,
assistant director and assistant
professor of the Child Development
Clinic, department of pediatrics at
Meharry Medical College, will be
nominated as second vice-moderator.
She is the daughter of the late
L. L. Dickerson, pioneer Black
Disciple minister and civil rights
leader.

Their names will be presented to the
General Board of the church When it
meets May 17-20 in St. Louis, MO,
for report. Election of the moder-
ators is scheduled during the August
19 business session of the General
Assembly.

Although there is a possibility of
nominations from the floor of the
assembly, nomination by the General
Board has been tantamount to elec-
tion by the assembly.

Terms of office are for two years.
-CHRISTIAN CHURCH NEWS

SCUALLER
WITH 'BL~CK...

PASTOR~
The Board of Church Extension has
provided the financing for an
invitational Schaller Regional
Seminar/Workshop with Black Pastors
at the West Paseo Church in Kansas
City, MO April 28-May 2.

Twenty-three Black Disciple pastors
were invited to do intensive study
of the sociological, demographic and
administrative principles involved
in strengthening the life and work

,of the congregation.

6oL.SBoRO
RiA-rutlE.
Gooo -rRlr;JIJ..'1
Good Friday sermons on "The Seven
Last Words" highlighted the annual
mid-year session of the Goldsboro-
Raleigh District Assembly of the
Church of Christ (Disciples of
Christ, Inc.) March 28 at the
Goldsboro Institute in Goldsboro,
N.C.
The service presided over by Bishop
C. E. Williams featured presenta-
tions by Elders Virgie Coley, Johnny
Givians, Farris Slade, W. W. Moore,
F. R. Hargrove, Thurman Sanders, and
Ned Richardson.

The Session began March 26 with the
Annual Deacon's Night and the Annual
Usher's Night with a dinner,workshops
and a sermon took place on Thursday.

Assembly business was presided over
by Bishop J. L. Melvin. The Assembly
is supported financially by 88 con-
gregations. The theme was "The
Little Ones" and theme song "Bring
Them In."



COMING
10SA~
ANTONIO?

It's called the city of missions,
the cradle of Texas liberty, the
birthplace of Teddy Roosevelt's
Rough Riders and the home of the
HemisFair.
It's San Antonio, where some 8000
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) members will meet this
summer to debate issues, study and
worship together during the bi-
ennial General Assembly of the
Church.
The Disciples will meet here
August 15-20.
San Antonio offers unique oppor
tunities for Disciples from the
U.S. and Canada to experience
first-hand the heritage of sever-
al cultures represented by modern
Texans.

The Institute of Texan Cultures,
located on the HemisFair grounds
near the civic center where the
assembly will be held, traces the
contributions of 25 ethnic groups
to the total culture of the state
through exhibits and an audio-
visual show.
Nearby, the Lone Star Hall of
Texas History presents significant
events in Texas history through
dioramas and wax figures and the
Mexican American Cultural Institute
displays Mexican arts and crafts.
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A few blocks away from the assem-
bly site is the most famous of the
city's five missions, the Alamo.
Officially named the Mission San
Antonio de Valero by the Francis-
can Fathers who built it in 1744,
the Alamo served as a house of
worship, a school for Indian con-
verts and a haven for early set-
tlers. -CHRISTIAN CHUR~ NEWS

ENL'STIN~
Mo~e. BL~K~
PRCPo~e.O

Resolutions urging establishment of
ministerial education as "a first
priority" and enlistment of minority
students for the ministry will be
presented to the General Assembly of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) when it meets August 15-20
in San Antonio.
The resolutions were approved by the
Disciples' Board of Higher Education
in its March 12-13 board of directors
meeting in St. Louis, MO.
It also urges Disciples-related
institutions to seek "new and crea-
tive ways" of developing church
leadership during the 1975-79
quadrennium.
The enlistment resolution asks the
the church to affirm its commit-
ment to leadership development
"particularly from among its black
and Hispanic membership."

It suggests the church find ways to
finance continuation of the Short-
Term Experiences in Ministry program
of the board. The program offers
black and Hispanic college students
an opportunity to explore the
ministry as a career during summer
employment with congregations.

-CHRISTIAN CHURCH NEWS
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Maldonia Jackson, short-term
educational missionary to Hakodate,
Japan, spoke during a recent
Sunday morning service at Mace-
donia Christian Church in Birming-
ham, and was treated royally as she
prepared to return to Japan.

Church leaders attending the
special service and participating
with Miss Jackson were Hattie Bell
Lester, secretary for the Christian
Churches in Alabama and J. T. Beale,
Regional Minister.
Following the service a Fellowship
Dinner was held at the church. Miss
Jackson shared pictures centered
around some of her experiences in
Japan. The young missionary said,
'~uring my stay in Japan, God has
been a counselor to me. He has
guided me through the storms and he
has protected me. I lean and depend
on Jesus every day of my life."

New
UP-DATE
PRINTING
Sc.•..E..o Uf.,E..

Rapidly rising printing costs for
UP-DATE require us to publish
every other month rather than
monthly. This practice began with
the February/March issue and will
continue until costs go down or
ample funds are received from the
churches which make possible more
frequent publication. Your co-
operation is appreciated.
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eARTICLES. QUESTIONS
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~o~~~
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Indianapolis,
Indiana 46206
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Indianapolis, Indiana

A ~ ~~ AMONG ~K DISC.IPLES
by Clarence L. Johnson, Jr.

Director of Black Ministry

They came from New York, New Jersey, Maryland, North and South Carolina,
Florida. Pennsylvania. Ohio. Indiana, Kentucky. Alabama, Mississippi.
Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas. Texas. Oklahoma, Colorado and
California. They came one hundred strong: ministers, associates,
seminary students and college students preparing for the ministry. They
came - men and women. old and young. to share and discuss common needs
and aspirations. They came to improve communication with peers, to
develop an awareness of the community of support available to the Dis-
ciple minister. They came to receive inspiration for re-dedication to
return to the fields of service with a clearer vision and renewed hope.
They came to fellowship -- and fellowship they did -- OHH-What A
Fellowship~:: They came to the First National Retreat for Black Dis-
ciple Ministers held in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 15-17, 1975 at the
Airport Rodeway Inn.

Using as a theme "Dimension of a Complete Life" from Revelations 21:16,
the program was constructed to deal with the Inward Dimension (concern
for one's own welfare), the Outward Dimension (concern for the welfare
of others), and the Upward Dimension (concern for reaching upward to
God). These dimensions were also parallel to the concerns of Black
people in America for social, politi-
cal and economic realities of day to
day living. The retreat provided an
ideal time for reflection and prayer
as ministers looked at themselves,
their congregation and God. In this
vein they shared their successes,
failures and dreams as they compared
(continued - page 2)
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NATIONAL CONVOCATION
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The spirit of this retreat together
with the impact of the Atlanta
Convocation indicate that a new day
has dawned among Black Disciples.
This new day demands that Black
ministers take their rightful place
in our church and in the community.
Black ministers are leaders and as
such need to realize and recognize
that we already have the reigns of
leadership in our hands. Like
Moses, we ought to stop talking
about all we don't possess and in-
stead use what we have in our
hand s••• We have in our hand s the
keys to the Kingdom -- keys that
will open up doors of hope -- keys
that will unlock closed minds and
un-receptive hearts. Like Moses
again, we must stop crying and
S-P-I-A-K. We must teach love. We
must teach self-respect and respect
for others. We must discipline our-
selves and our flock. We must
preach the gospel.

This is a new day among Black Dis-
ciples and 201 of the ministers
between the ages of 21-25 present
at the Retreat bore witness to this
newness. As "Salt 6& Light with
Power" we have a better preception
of our ability to produce. With this
new inspiration and information we
must pick up handles for implementa-
tion - day care centers, lunch pro-
grams, crisis pantries, clothing
cooperatives, summer work programs
for the youth, scholarship programs
for those needing to complete and
continue their education, drug
abuse programs, police/community
relations programs, medical clinics,
housing project., programs for youth

over 65 years of age. These handles
for implementation must be grounded
in the worship experiences of our
church as well as become an integral
part of our sermons. We are on our
way, we must let nothing stop us.
We must stand our ground for On Chris
The Solid Rock We Stand::

JAcKsoN
I~ ~oY I

" "~U'lD5lotJ-;,
Frances H. Hancock, correspondent
from the Loudon Avenue Church,
Roanoke, Virginia reports that Pasto
Alvin O. Jackson "Is creating a joy
explosion at Loudon Avenue where the
centrality of God has not been look
over" while at the same time the
congregation is striving "to be
innovative, modern and socially
relevant."
Lenten season was climaxed with
fourteen decisions for Christ at
laster. Eight were primary confes-
tions and six membership transfers.
Forty-two persons attended the new
members study class led by Pastor
Jackson.
Though the minister is a regular
graduate student in the seminary at
Duke University, he 1s guiding the
operation of a full-time ministry at
Loudon Avenue.

The congregation has an assistant
minister, a student minister and a
young layman who aspires to be a
minister. Four choirs alternate
and/or combine services monthly.

A full-time office secretary is em-
ployed by the Church.
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MARYLAND, HAGERSTOWN •••Second Church
has completely remodeled its facili-
ties within the past twenty-four
IM)nths with the help of a $11,000
loan from the Board of Church Ex-
tension.
Easter Sunday six young people and
one adult were baptized in a service
conducted by Brother Frank Bradley,
a former pastor.
The minister of the congregation,
Brother Vernon Johnson, is also a
student in the School of Religion at
Howard University. . . .
NEW YORK. HEMPSTEAD •••Brother Titus
Haynes, founder and pastor of the
Salem Church of Christ, Disciples of
Christ, Inc. is an accreditied
psychiatric social worker leading

! thisc:ongregation in its third year
of exciting growth in the chal-
lenging area of metropolitan New
York City. Elder Titus is cur-
rently engaged in special religious
research into the life and work of
storefront congregations in New York
in partial fulfillment of require-
_nts for a Ph.D. from New York
University School of Education.. . . .
CALIFORNIA. LOS ANGELES •••Elder and
Mrs. Cornelius Wesley Arnold climaxed
thirty years of service to the 92nd
Street Church May 17 with a banquet
which highlighted a week's anni-
versary observance. Dr. Henry
Mitchell, Director of the Ecumenical
Center for Black Studies at the
School of Theology at Claremont, was

3
the speaker. The Arnolds will retire
to Washington, D.C. in June.. . . .
ICANUS. WICHITA •••The North Heights
congregation has joined wi th the
Brotherhood Presbyterian Church
located in the same general area in
an "inter-church crusade." North
Heights pastor G. Ellison Lakes says
this joint effort is a part of our
congregation's "cOlllPe11ingmission to
make the church grow.". . . .

ATL~NTA
ASS£M"BL'I

CONiRI13U1'ES
Dr. Geiko Muller-Fahrenholz in the
Faith and Order Secretariat of the
World Council of Qlurch, Geneva,
Switzerland has used the 1974
Convocation Assembly
Dialogue Tapes as a resource as he
prepared a paper on "Racism in
Theology."

..•...
The paper has been sent to about 65
theologians around the world for
their c01lDl!nts. Results of this
interchaDBe will become background
data for a consultation on "Racism
in Theology" next September.

Dr. Robert Welsh, a Disciples of
Christ fellow currently associated
with the Fai th and Order Secretariat,
suggested the tapes be used as a
resource.
The Council on Christian Unity of
the Qlristian Church (Disciples of
Christ) helped the National Convoca-
tion of the Christian Church under-
write the participation of Dr. James
Cone and Dr. Kofi Asare Opoku in the
1974 Atlanta Assembly.



NERVE CENTER for SOUL-SEARCHING SONGS at the Retreat was Mozel
Chaney, also of Fifth Church in Cleveland, OH. A high atmosphere
of spirituality was maintained by her leadership as an instru-
mentalist. Brother G. A. Evans, pastor of the Walker Memorial
Church, Memphis, TN functioned as song leader. He found direct-
ing enthusiastic preachers in Gospel songs to be a joy.

BROTHER CLARENCE JOHNSON, Director
of Black Ministries and coordinator
for the Black clergy retreat, con-
verses with Brother Bennie Thompson,
conference keynoter and mayor of
Bolton, MS and Moses Lambert, pastor
of First Christian Church, Reidsville,
NC.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT of the
Piedmont Tri-State District Conven-
tion George Hart of Reidsville, NC
renews fellowship with Brother
Phillip Rushing, student at Lex-
ington (KY) Theological Seminary
and pastor of the Hill Street
Church, Louisville, KY.











<^VWd KZa_Se E* NS^]Wd aX <ViSdVe’
D[ee[ee[bb[ dWe[Y‘WV Xda_ Z[e
bae[f[a‘ ^Sef 8gYgef Se ;[dWUfad
aX JfSfW Nad] Xad fZW D[ee[ee[bb[
:Zd[ef[S‘ D[ee[a‘Sdk :a‘hW‘f[a‘ S‘V
fZW X[def T^SU] @neeaU[SfW IWY[a‘S^
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fZ[dfWW‘ Ua‘eWUgf[hW kWSde*

?[e ^WffWd aX dWe[Y‘Sf[a‘ TWUS_W
WXXWUf[hW JWbfW_TWd ,’ ,420*

T.N. Walker, center, with Thomas Harris of Port
Gibson, Miss., and Gerald Cunningham of Indiana-
polis. In Jackson planning for the Youth Confer-
ence in 1972
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