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Charles Faulkner, minister of Clark Street
Church, Greenville, Texas led a group of sixty
Greenville residents in a ninety minute protest
about neighborhood conditions to the City
Council, January 24.
Streets in the area surrounding the Clark Street
Church were almost impassable. Promises to
repair had not been met.
Pastor Faulkner said the group wanted a time
schedule for completion of work, disregarding
weather conditions, and that the street con-
struction be contracted to a private firm
rather than using citY workers.
Spokesman Faulkner also urged that more
blacks be appointed to serve on citY com-
mittees and study groups.
The Council agreed to make an official response
by February 14, 1977.

~~~~~""
Dr. Kenneth L. Teegarden, the Disciples'
general minister and president, equates the
church's employing of a Presbyterian to head
its Latin America department with efforts to
compensate for racism and sexism in church
leadership.
In his regular column scheduled for publica-
tion February 6 in the church's semi-monthly
The Disciple, the Christian Church executive
asserts:
"Until the day comes when we are blind to a
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Christian's denomination, just as we ought
to be blind to race and sex, we need to go out
of our way to examine non-Disciples for
leadership posts."
Presbyterian Ann Douglas, former executive of
the Interreligious Foundation for Community
Organization, became the Disciples' executive
secretary for Latin America September 1.

The Disciples have other non-members in
general staff positions including Dr. Telfer
Mook, a United Church of Christ minister,
who has administered Disciples work in India
and Nepal for some 10 years. Dr. Mook serves
his own denomination as well.

,
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Most ministers' wives sing, teach Sunday
School, answer the telephone and tYpe, or per-
form the tedious, thankless tasks that nobody
else wants to do.
Lee Clark, wife of the Rev .. Lamar Clark, pastor
of United Christian Church, Detroit, Michigan,
sings and has a fine lead voice. But Mrs. Clark
will soon add a new function for pastor's
wives.
Lee is a basketball player. She played guard
with her high school team in Parish, Alabama;
coached a girl's community team while attend-
ing college; and also coached girl's basketball
while teaching at Lafayette Senior High School
in Lexington, Kentucky.
During the last two years at Lafayette, Mrs.
Clark's team had 13-7 and 13-5 records.
Lee Clark is planning to start an athletic pro-
gram at United Christian for the youth of the
area. A major feature of the program will be
basketball. And the coach will be Lee Clark.
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Carrie Alice Hampton Bowie; born October 25,
1888 in Loudon County, Va., The first born of
six children to the union of Aldolphus and
Florence Thurston Hampton; departed this
life Tuesday, February 22,1977.

Her early education was received in the Loudon
County schools, at the age of twelve (12) years,
she moved to Washington, D.C. to live with
her aunt for the purpose of continuing her
education. She attended the "Old M Street"
High School and Howard Sewing Academy
located on the Campus of Howard University.
On February 4, 1914, she was joined in holy
matrimony to William Clinton Bowie, of this
union four children were born, Bernice, Wil·
Iiam, Volina and Alice.

She was a member of the Methodist Church,
but in May 1917, she joined her husband and
was Baptized as a Disciple. As a faithful memo
ber in 12th Street Christian Church for a
period of sixty years, she served as a loyal
member in various capacities.

During her youth she joined Little Gleaners
Number 41, Juvenile Society of Queen Mary
Household of Ruth Number 86 Grand United
Order of Odd Fellows. For seventy-three (73)
years of dedicated service she was honored
at a Testimonial Banquet in December, 1976.

She is survived by three daughters and one son
and host of relatives and friends.

Those who have crossed over

Irving Quay Hurdle, Sr., 59 departed this life
on the morning of November 18, 1976 at the
Providence Hospital.

He retired in June of 1973 after 32 years of
military and civil service and was a part-time
employee at the Washington Post from 1959 to
present.

I.Q. completed his undergraduate work in
Chemistry at Prairie A & M College at Prairie
View, Texas and two years of graduate study
at American University in Washington, D.C.

His greatest joy was to love his neighbor and
help his fellowman. His favorite avocation was
working in and for his church, Twelfth Street
Christian Church where he has been a member
since 1945.

Mr. Hurdle is survived by his wife, Thelma L.,
one son, Irving Quay, Jr. and wife Claudette;
one daughter, Julia Zenobia and husband
Hilliard J. Jones; one granddaughter, lamana-
dette; one sister, Mrs. Z. H. Turner; one bro-
ther, Mr. J. R. Hurdle; and may relatives; and
many friends.

The eulogy was given November 23, 1976 by
Elder George W. Jones, Pastor of the Twelfth
Street Church.

He.., LIW."""MaSO"!I
"AII who have contributed to the problem must
contribute to the solution of the problem."
Acting on this basic belief, Interim Pastor S. S.
Myers of Central Church, KansasCity, Missouri
- since July 1, 1976 - has led the member-
ship in a drive to liquidate the building debt
and revive the spiritual life of the congrega-
tion.

The membership has resolved to payoff its
$24,000 debt by October, 1977. Less than
fifty pledges have amounted to $13,500;
$6,000 has been paid in less than six months.

Soon a full-time minister will be called and the
work of the congregation expanded.

A report has come to UP-DATE that both the
main structure and social hall of 92nd Street
Christian Church in Los Angeles, California
have been burned out.

The auditorium section burned February 15
and the social March 2. Both fires were of unex-
plained origin.

92nd Street recently was without a minister.
Founding pastor C.W. Arnold and co-pastor
Alpha P. Arnold have returned from New York
City to provide the congregation interim ser-
vices.



AR SUPPORTER CONTRIBUTIONS
THROUGH NATIONAL

CONVOCATION
September 1975 - September 1976

(Individual, Congregations and
Church Organizations).

uden Avenue Christian (Roanoke, VA) 103.17
kewood Christian (Lakewood,OH) 31.15

ississippi Blvd. Christian Church (Memphis, TN) 100.00
irst Christian (Saginaw,MIl 425.45

kson Blvd. Christian Church (Chicago, III 50.00
morial Blvd. Christian Church (St. Louis, MO) 230.00

nonymous General Church Staff 20.00
irst Christian Church (Winfield, KS) 1,093.00
ntral Christian Church (Lexington, KY) 2,000.00

Anonymous-Central Christian Church (St. Louis)14.oo
tuyvesant Heights Christian (Brooklyn NY) 200.00

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
Memorial Blvd. Christian-eWF(St. L,MO)
CWF-5tuyvesant Hts. Christian Church
Mt. Olive E. CMF (Martinsville, VA)
12th St. Christian Church (Flower Club)
Minister's Wives Fellowship (Conv.)
Wbster Groves Christian Church (CWF)
Kentucky Christian, Miss. Convention
Texas Christian Missionary Fellowship
Alabama Christian Miss. Conv.
United Christian Church CMF (Cin.OH)
Gay Lea Christian Church CMF(Nash.TN)

INDIVIDUAL LISTINGS
Allegood, Michael
Alphin, William, Mr. & Mrs.
Amos, Eula
Anderson, Charles
Arnold, Alpha P.
Barnes,Jack L.
Barnett, Evelyn
Bean, Gloria
Berry, Woodville & Addie
Bingham, Walter, Dr.
Blayton,Olertra
Booker, Riley
Bradley, Clestine
Bradley, Frank, B.
Brent, Virginia
Brown, David
Brown, Jack
Brown, Rosa
Buck, Bessie
Buck, Dule, Jr.
Butler, Matgie
Callis, Esther T.
Carpenter, John
Carr, Annabelle
Carter, Delores
Carter, Vivian C.
Casey,Carol
Cave,Julia
Cawthon, Eula
Chandler, BessieE., Dr.
Chaney, William & Mildred

2.00
10.00

5.00
10.00

100.00
10.00
10.00

5.00
10.00
10.00
25.00

3.00
15.00
50.00
10.00
25.00
25.00

5.00
25.00
25.00

3.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

3.00
10.00

1.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
25.00

Cherry, Donald
Clark, Carl W.
Cleaver, Helen,
Cody, Norma
Coker, Florence
Cole, Lifford
Coleman, Clidie B.
Compton, John & Lucile
Cromes, John
Cross, Elwood
Cunningham, Gerald
Daniels, Albert Mr. & Mrs.
Davis, Daniel
Davis, Julia
Demmy, Frank, Sr.
Dickason, Booker T., Jr.
Dickerson, Johnny
Dickerson, L. L., Mrs.
Dreese, Velva
Eason, Allen, Jr.
Ellington, Norman (In honor!
Ellington, Nedra
Feiger, Selma M.
Fisher, Barry & Eugene
Fleming, Charles
Fleming, Willie
Fletcher, E. Toy
Foster, Ernestine, R.
Fox, William D., Dr. & Mrs.
Gallant, Shirley
Gilbert, James L, Rev. & Mrs.

10.00
2.00

50.00
15.00

1.00
10.00

5.00
100.00

10.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
50.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
5.00

10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
35.00
10.00
5.00

Gladney, Lillian
"ings, Milton & Anna
CIl'llham, Ronald, Dr.
Gnrv, Delbert
Green, Elsie, C.
Greene, Larraine
Griffin, Eddie, Mrs.
Griffin, Mildred
Hamlin, Mattie R.
Hancock, Frances N.
Harris, Charlotte D.
Hart, Bobbie
Hart, Elvin
Hart, George
Hart, Glennie
Hart, Hiram, Sr.
Hart, Maddie
Hawkins, Julia
Hicks, Gloria
Highbaugh, Delores
Hill, Vera
Hociota, Margaret D.
Howard, Ernestine & Jeanne
Howard, Ethel
Hudson, DeElla
Hull, Ruth R.
Hunt, Kenneth
Hunt. Sherman
Hunter, Elaine
Hunter, Laura
Hunter, Sara. R.

7.

100.00
25.00
25.00
25.00

3,420.30
6225

100.00
400.00
150.00
701.00
115.00

1.00
50.00
25.00

1.00
10.00

1.00
10.00
5.00

10.00
10.00
20.00

5.00
5.00

10.00
2.00
5.00

11.00
10.00

5.00
265.00

5.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
20.00
10.00
20.00
10.00

5.00
10.00
5.00

Cont. Pg. 10



THE THOMAS J. GRIFFIN STORY
Every person has a story. The story of Thomas J. Griffin - Mississippi
:lOrn Disciples of Christ minister - Christian activist - father - hus-
:land and singer - continures with excitement and Christian challenge.
June 1, 1977, he will succeed Kring Allen as minister of the McCarty
lIIemorial Church, Los Angeles, California. (see story in this UP-DATE
issue.)
>ictures:
I. Speaking to Black Disciples of Christ fellowship meetings - Indian-

ola, Miss. - 1976.
~. Conferring with pastors. Left, Frank Garner, Cincinnati,

Ohio - 1974
~. Meeting State officials in Africa - Vice-President Tolbert of Liberia

is greeted in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania during the Pan African Confer-
ence - 1974

I. Joining Geneva - his wife and daughter, Pella - to enrich worship
with their singing - Faith Festival, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - 1975

i. Fellowshipping with church leaders. Right, Michael Saenz - 1972

2.

3. 5.
4.
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LITTLE ROCK in '78
Plans for the biggest, best and most beautiful Na-
tional Convocation biennial assembly are now under
way for a spiritual awakening in the Convention
Center of Little Rock, Arkansas, August 2·6, 1978!

The Convention Center-Robinson Auditorium com-
lex with an underground parking garage housing
more than 550 cars, the adjoining Camelot Inn
(along side the Arkansas River) with 303 guest
rooms, 900 seat banquet hall and the Center Music
Hall accommodating 2600 persons.

National Convocation President Oscar Haynes
(Washington D.C.) standing (center) joins Program
Chairwoman Jackie Bunch (Columbus, Ohio) sit-
ting) in working on preliminary plans with leaders
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Ar-
kansas. Seated left to right: T.R. Moore, president
of Black Disciples of Christ Arkansas Fellowship;
Mrs. Bunch, vice-president of the Convocation;
James Rainwater, regional minister; and John R.
Compton, minister of Cross Street Church and a
host pastor, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Key in coordinating all Little Rock commitments
for services and facilities is Ms. Bernetta Hayes, a
Center Convention Sales Representative for the
Convention Bureau. Here she orients Convocation
president, Oscar Haynes, left, and vice-president,
Jackie Bunch, right.
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Hylton, S. W. Sr..
Hylton, III, Samuel & Karen
Hylton, Jr., Rev. and Mrs.
Jackson, Alvin 0., Rev.
Jackson, Charlie & Estella
Jackson, Edna
James, Peter
Jenkins, R. L., Mr. & Mrs.
Johnson, Annette
Johnson, Gladys, M.
Johnson, Harold R.
Johnson, Marjorie
Johnson, Richie, Mrs.
Jones, Kenneth R. & Evelyn
Jordon, R. L., Rev. & Mrs.
Kearse,George, Mr. & Mrs.
Keith, Elizabeth
Kilian, Roy
Kimbrough, H. L.
King, Dorothy
Lambert, M.L.
Lemon, Robert L., Mr. & Mrs.
Lewis, Alice
Lewis, Dan
Lewis, J.C.
Lewis, Ray & Flora
Lockhart, Kathryn
Love, Ethel
Maxin, Tillie
McAlfee, Burt, Mr. & Mrs.
McConico, June
McDuffey, Raymond & Ethel
McKnight, Linda
McPherren, Lewis
Miller, Mary
Monegain, John
Moody, Johnny Mae
Moore, James
Moore, Shirley
More, Nabalia
Morgan, Gloria
Moseley, Robert L., Jr.
Moses,Patricia
Murdough, Charles R.
Murry, Earl, Sr.
Myrick, Phil, Mr. & Mrs.
O'Conner, Bessie
Orr, Bessie
Orr, John
Overton, Cleo, B.
Parris, John & Elizabeth
Peoples, R. H. Rev. & Mrs.
Penn, L. W.
Penny, Orville
Perkins, Blanche

10.00
2.00

20.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
25.00
15.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
5.00
5.00

10.00
20.00
25.00
10.00
10.00

1.00
15.00
15.00
5.00

10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
10.00
5.00

10.00
10.00
10.00

1.00
10.00
5.00

10.00
5.00

10.00
5.00

10.00
100.00
65.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
20.00

5.00
10.00
10.00
37.00
10.00
25.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

Peters, Beatrice
Porter, Marjorie
Powell, Arlena
Preston, Gale, Mr. & Mrs.
Preston, Sylvia
QUinn, L. C.
Range, Ozark, Sr., Mr. & Mrs.
Ratliff, Ruthie
Redd, John R., Mr. & Mrs.
Reed, Christine
Reed, Oneida
Reid, Dora
Reid, Frank
Reid, George H.
Reid, Governor E., Sr., Mr. & Mrs.
Reid, Governor E., Jr. Mr. & Mrs.
Reid, Sharon
Riggins, Doris
Roberson, Keith J.
Robinson, Gladys
Rodgers, Marian
Ross,Wilbur
Ryland, LaVern
Sakil, Jacob
Sail, Irene
Sander, Allen
Saunders, Richard, L.
Schroeder, Beatrice
Schweich, Anderson, Mr. & Mrs.
Selly, Thomas
Simpson, Emma
Shelton, Ethel R.
Smith, Leslie
Smith, William Martin
Smith, Mary E.
Smith, Sarah
Smith, Willie & Grace
South, Sarah
Spencer, Alberta
Spotford, Lula
Stanley, Arthur J.
Stevens, Frank
Stone, A. C.
Stott, Ruth
Summers, Emma
Tatum, Annie
Teagarden, Lyrel
Terry, Fred W.
Thomas, Thelma
Thompson, Pearl
Thornhill, Florine
Turner, Charles, Sr.
Turner, Nellie
Vaughn, Granville
Via, Ray

20.00
10.00
2.00

10.00
10.00
2.00

40.00
5.00

20.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
10.00

1.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
2.00

10.00
20.00
25.00
10.00

1.00
15.00
10.00
25.00
10.00
5.00
5.00

20.00
1000
5.00
5.00
5.00

50.00
15.00
25.00
10.00
15.00
14.00
10.00
50.00
10.00
10.00
5.00

25.00
10.00

Walker, Lucille
Warren, Earl
Washington, Mary
Washington, Mattie
Watkins, Gwendalyn
Watkins, Mark
Watson, Rochelle
Webb, Amelia
Webb, Charles, H.

Webb, Lula Jean
Welch,Oneita
Wesley, Katherine
West, Elbert
Williams, Edward
Wingo, Mae
Winston, Mozella
Young, Ernest

Booker T. Dickason
Star Supporter Promoter

Send your 1977
contribution to
the National
Convocation of
the Christian
Church Office
NOW!

1.00
10.00
15.00
10.00
5.00

.1.00
5.00

15.00
25.00
25.00

5.00
10.00
5.00

10.00
2.00
5.00

10.00
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JARVIS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Hawkins, Texas - Ground-breaking on campus
March 5, during Founder's Day and Home-
coming for a new Physical Education and
Health Center launched another spectacular
period of facilities expansion projects at Jarvis
College.
- During the week of observances, President
Earl W. Rand presented:

* Dr. C. C. Moseley of Jackson, Mississippi
in the first series of J. N. ERVIN LEC-
TURES.

* Dr. T. Garrott Benjamin, noted pastor
of Second Christian Church, Indianapolis,
Indiana, as the Founder's Day Banquet
speaker.

* and announced Board of Trustee approval
for the construction of a new (1) Presi-
dents's Home, (2) Guest House, (3) Reli-
gious-Cultural Center for Church, Music
and Fine Arts, and (4) additional faculty
housing.

1.
_ Other highlights of Founder's Day - Home-
coming included chemistry lectures; choir
concert and historical pageant and a $15,000
fund-raising effort.

2.
_ New Board of Trustee members elected during
the December, 1976 meeting were: Michael
Rutherford, Hawkins, Texas and Dr. Frank A.
Rose, Director of University Associates, Wash-
ington, D.C.

3.
Carl T. Rowan, noted journalist, commentator
and government diplomat, was the featured
Black Heritage Week speaker, February 10.

11.

TOUGALOO COLLEGE
Tougaloo, Mississippi . A variety of choral
music presentations took place on the Tougaloo
College campus between December, 1976 and
March,1977.

1.
- The annual college choir concert, December
5, in Woodworth Chapel, featured advanced
voice and piano students with themes from the
"Messiah," Mozart's "Alleluja" and Beethoven's
"Sonata in E major, Op. 14, No.1:'

Under the direction of conductor Ariel M.
Lovelace, the concert concluded with choruses
from Gershwin's "Porgy and Bess" and Scott
Joplin's "Treemonisha."
_ A Gospel Song Fest constituted by com-
munity church choirs, February 13, 1977,
brought a record audience to the campus for
the high spiritual event.

2.
- The first annual Religious Emphasis Week
Banquet took place February 23, with William
K. Fox, Assistant to the General Minister and
President of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christl as principal speaker. Dr. Fox also
met with classesand spoke in chapel.

3.
_ Kermit Crauley, recently retired from the
staff of Stephens College in Columbus, Mis-
souri, became a volunteer short-term consultant
to Tougaloo as of March 1, 1977.
Mr. Crauley has had extensive experience in
teaching, personnel relations, administration
and public relations.
The educator is a member of First Christian
Church in Columbia; been a supply minister
in town and country congregations, and for the
past two years was moderator of the Christian
Church in District Six.

4.
A Social Science Forum on China, February 23,
in the Student Union, featured faculty and
students from Millsaps College, the University
of Mississippi Medical Center; Mississippi
Family Health Center; the Lawyers Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law, aswell asTougaloo
College. The panel dealt with cultural condi-
tions they experienced in the Peoples Republic
of China last summer.
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By Joseph S. Saunders

Misconceptions led to a new life for Lorenz
Graham, a member of the McCarty Memorial
Christian Church, Los Angeles, Ca.

The Disciples of Christ layman had planned to
be a teacher, but a trip to Africa changed the
direction of his life. While filling a teaching
position at Monrovia College in Liberia, Gra-
ham learned that "truths" he had heard about
the Dark Continent and its people were un-
truths.
Graham's first book, published in 1946, was of
stories from the Bible told in the folk speech of
West Africa. The book was so successful that
he later used West African folk speech for re-
telling five other Bible stories: "Every Man
Heart Lay Down," "A Road Down in the Sea."
"God Wash the World and Start Again," "David
He No Fear," and "Hongry Catch the Follish
Boy."

Published by Crowell of New York, all included
picture illustrations.

This unique way of relating the Bible to area
understanding and use of illustrations also has
been used by Graham for youthful readers. He
did the texts for several paperbacks, such as
"The Story of Jesus" and "The Ten Com-
mandments." The pictorial stories similar to
comic books in format, gave young readers an
image of Bible characters that they could re-
late to, and drew such comments as "why,
Jesuswas a real guy!"
Using a style of writing which he calls "true
fiction" and in which he draws upon his own
experience and those of his family, Graham
authored a series of four books about blacks in
the United States.

"South Town," published in 1958, told of an
ordinary black family Iiving in the south.
Graham was born in New Orleans and spent his
early life there.

"North Town," second book of the series
(19651. finds the family moving north and to
integrated schools. Graham's own son went
through such an experience.

Continuing the semi-biographical series with
historical background, Graham added "Whose
Town" (1969). This book covers the period
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., black power and
black pride. "Return to South Town," last
of the series (1976), explores the crisis in the
"new south."

That initial trip to Africa made by Lorenz
Graham so far has led to more than 20 books,
including five novels. Graham's writings range
from stories for children to novelettes for use
as junior high textbooks and all have been
well received.

He also has used his writing skills to make
Shakespeare more understandable, with some
of his illustrated versions of the classic dramas
being used by high school and college students
in their studies.

"Shakespeare was not written to be read,"
says Graham, "but to be heard and seen."

Graham is an elder in his congregation and
member of the General Church Reconciliation
Committee.

Christian Church Services

BLACK CHURCH
EDUCATORS EVENT

June 9 - 11, 1977

The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christl headquarters

222 S. Downey Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana 46219

Your Passport to:
"Examine The Past"

"Experience The Present"
"Explore The Future"

To lift up the role of the Minister and other
supportive leaders in the Church as we jour-
ney into the past, experience the present and
explore possibilities for the future of Christian
Education in the Black Church.

John 14:6, John 8:32
Scriptural Basis
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* Last fall Congress passed Senate Bill 2212
extended the life of the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration three years and
authorized the agency to spend $15 million a
year on community anti-crime programs. Any
congregation which desires to promote such
programs and apply for help from the LEAA
should secure the support of the local police
department or political party and then apply
directly to Washington. General Church staff,
Gerald Cunningham, at P.O. Box 1986, Indiana-
polis, IN., can provide additional counsel, if
necessary.

*A new curriculum called CHRISTIAN EDU·
CATION: SHARED APPROACHES will be
completed and available to congregations by
March, 1978. The Disciples of Christ have
worked with other Christian educators to pro-
duce this important tool. Emphasis is on
"Knowing, Interpreting, Living, and Doing
... the Word." Three one-day opportunities
for getting to know the materials will be pro-
vided in 25 centers during March, April and
May of 1978 under the sponsorship of the
Christian Board of Publication and the Divi-
sion of Homeland Ministries. PLAN NOW TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTU-
NITY. Check with your Regional Church of-
fice.

* Aids for improved preaching is available for
ministers who attend the "Preaching Resources
Seminar" June 5 - 10, 1977 at Brite Divinity
School, Texas Christian University, Fort
Worth, Texas.

Music directors and leaders of worship can
polish their skills at the "Seminar on Wor-
ship" July 21 - 26, 1977 at Phillips University,
Enid, Oklahoma. Write Thomas E. Wood,
Department of Ministry, P.O. Box 1986, India-
napolis, IN., 46206 for information.

* Black Disciples of Christ Christian educa-
tors concerned about church school teachers
and ways to improve Christian education

13.
throughout the Church can get insight at a
first national educators event in Indianapolis,
June 9-11, 1977. Write Effie Blair, Department
of Christian Education, P.O. Box 1986, India-
napolis, IN., 46206 for information.

The Department of Church Women initiated a
meeting in Indianapolis last December with
Black women from the regions who are in
leadership positions in the Christian Women's
Fellowship. The purpose of the ad hoc meeting
was to discuss leadership needs and explore
programming by the Department of Church
Women to meet those needs. Black Disciple
women were identified in various leadership
positions in general, regional and congregational
levels. General satisfaction was expressed con-
cerning the visibility of Black Disciple women
at the general level of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), but a feeling of powerless-
ness was expressed concerning participation at
the congregational level.
Luz Bacerra, director for social involvement in
the department of church women, coordinated
the meeting.
The group also looked at needs of Black women
in relation to present programming in the
regions. Several suggestions were made to the
Department of Church Women and to the
regional leaders. These include working more
closely with regional staff and CWF cabinets
to develop programming with Black women;
open/enable Black/white communication in
regions with separate CWF structures; en-
courage representation of Black women on
regional CWF cabinets and regional boards;
participation of CWF Black presidents (in
regions with separate structures) at the CWF
Staff Fellowship and ICWF Commission meet-
ings and planning of training events for women
at the National Convocation of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Participants in the meeting were Carnella
Barnes, president of the International Chris-
tian Women's Fellowship (ICWF); Mary Harris,
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chairperson of the CWF constituency, National
Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ); Effie Blair, director of education,
Minority Constituencies, Department of Chris-
tian Education; Grace Beale, president, Pied-
mont Tri-State CWF; Saramary Branham, CWF
regional staff, South Carolina; Edna Brown,
vice chairperson, CWF constituency, National
Convocation; Effie Burford, secretary, CWF
constituency, National Convocation; EI iza
Cave, president, State CWF, South Carolina;
Raye Feltner, CWF regional staff, North
Carolina; Geraldine Fountain, president, State
CWF, Alabama; Giley Griffin, president, CWF,
Texas Christian Missionary Fellowship; Isabell
Smith, State CWF, Mississippi; Callena Williams,
CWF district president, North Carolina and
all the staff of the Department of Church
Women.

Gas Stat-ions
110vide +lealth

Gasoline pumps may run dry, but people in
rural areas of India will soon have another
reason for visiting gas stations.

Health services will be offered as well as auto-
mobile maintenance.

Drs. Raj and Mabelle Arole, a husband-and-wife
medical team supported by the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), believe gas stations
may be a means of extending health care to
rural villages of India where an estimated 85
percent of the people reside.

A prototype program developed by the Aroles
and based on the use of rural gas stations for
health purposes has been accepted by the
Indian government and will be repeated on a
large scale.

Work done by the Aroles at Jamkhed over a
six-year period has been supported partially
by the Disciples and has attracted world-wide
attention. The World Health Organization
termed the Aroles' project one of the top nine
outstanding mass health programs presented
and the government of India adopted it as a
model.

~eath,,"~.aT"
A television feature program on Black History
was written and produced by First Christian
Church Pastor Daniel W. Heath for showing in
Rockford, Illinois, February 13 on WCEE-TV,
Channel 23.

"Special" included biographical sketches of
Patricia Harris, US Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development and the U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. There was
also an interview with Dr. Charles Washington,
one of Rockford's youngest, black physicians.
The Brail Chorus and the Choir of the First
Christian Church furnished the music for the
program.

Laity Sunday Observance on the prior Sunday
resulted in "one of the biggest programs in the
history of the congregation." Members and
community friends were invited "to sing, eat
and pray" throughout the day.

The speaker for the morning was Maurice Slay,
a prominent church leader as well as an out-
standing businessman here in the city.

The afternoon program was Mrs. Margie Sturgis,
noted educator, social worker and an appointee
to the Parole Board by Ex-Governor Dan
Walker.

6t1ffin toL. A.
Thomas J. Griffin of Indianapolis, Ind., will
become senior minister of McCarty Memorial
Christian Church in Los Angeles, California
May 1.

Griffin leaves a position with the Church Fin-
ance Council of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) where he served for seven and
one-half years as secretary for Reconcil iation,
the Disciples' program with racial minorities,
the poor and the powerless.

In announcing his return to the pastorate,
Griffin said "there are many National Convoca-
tion congregations with potential but not
leadership. I hope to provide it for one and
hope to help the six or seven others in the Los
Angeles area where I can."

Dr. Jean Woolfolk, president of the Church
Finance Council, said "we are sorry to lose
Tom Griffin, but understand his desire to re-



turn to the pastoral ministry.
"We will miss his good work,· particularly in
the areas of Reconciliation and stewardship.
We are grateful for everything he has done
through the years," she said.
Griffin has had two periods of service with
general offices of the Disciples. His first was
from 1957-61 when he was director of church
and community service. His second began July
1, 1969, with the finance office.
He also was pastor of University Christian
Church, Houston, Texas, from 1961-69, build-
ing the congregation from a membership of
30 to 350.
While in Houston, he served as field director
for the Disciples' Change-Through-Involvement
program, as a consultant for Head Start pro-
grams and was a faculty member of the Hous-
ton Police-Community Relations program. He
also was vice-president of the Texas Disciples.
Griffin also served congregations in Chicago
and Oklahoma City. He was a member of the
Oklahoma City mayor's Commission on Human
Relations.
The Colia, Miss., native is a graduate of Jarvis
Christian College, Hawkins, Texas. He received
the B.D. degree from Garrett Theological
Seminary, Evanston, III., and did further study
at the School of Social Work at Columbia
University, New York City, and Bossey Ecu-
menical Institute, Switzerland.
He and Mrs. Griffin have four sons and one
daughter. One son and the daughter will move
to Los Angeles with them. Two sons will
remain in Indianapolis and one in Washington,
D.C., where they are employed.

~9t1ettesf(om
-rr_:.. A~.-' Among the
J~ .~ Congregations
CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES ... Carnella
Barnes, president of the International Chris-
tian Womens Fellowship and elders board
chairperson for United Christian Church, was
recently appointed to the California State
Advisory Committee for the United States
Commission on Civil Rights.
OHIO, XENIA ... Carmen Gibson, faculty
member at Wilberforce University and former
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overseas mIsSionary for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) has been speaking on Black
Disciples of Christ history in Southern Ohio
congregations. A campus student Gospel choir
group which Carmen has organized sometimes
accompanys her.
MISSOURI, JEFFERSON CITY ... Ernest J.
Newborn, Associate Regional Minister of the
Christian Church in Missouri, was elected
secretary of the Association of Christian
Church Educators during its January 28-31
meeting in Denver, Colorado.
OHIO, CINCINNATI. .. John Compton, pastor
of United Church was elected president of the
Cincinnati branch of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People. He
assumed office, January 1, 1977.
MISSOURI, HANNIBAL. .. James Smedley,
recent graduate of Brite Divinity School at
Texas Christian University, was installed as
pastor of the Willow Street Church March 13.
Dr. Raymond Brown, vice-president of the
Board of Church Extension and a former
Willow Street pastor, gave the installation
message. Brother Smedley was formerly a mem-
ber of United Church, Detroit, Michigan.
OHIO, DAYTON ... New and challenging steps
were taken by Summit Church during its annual
meeting. Two women were accepted as candi-
dates for the eldership. The Christian Men's
Fellowship announced the sponsorship of a
"Valentine's Day BaiL" The latter was pro-
moted as a spirited Christian fellowship event.
NEW JERSEY, EAST ORANGE ... Park
Avenue celebrated its 75th Anniversary last
October with a hotel banquet, program and
recommitment to Christian mission. The
congregation, once led by an L.M.D. Wells and
a Sam F. Freeman and all-white, is now pre-
dominantly black. Anthony Carpenter has been
the pastor.
NEW YORK, BROOKLYN ... Pastor Richard
L. Saunders of Stuyvesant Heights Church
launched the congregation in a "Special Effort"
February 27 to raise a final $30,000 to com-
plete the construction of the new Christian
Education Center. The total project costs ap-
proximately $300,000 and began in 1975.
Because of the strategic location of Stuyvesant
Heights, individuals in National Convocation
churches have been asked to contribute.
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You can go on a 16-day study trip to the
Caribbean and South America, June 18, 1977,
for $1.000 - maybe less if you act now - by
contacting Ann Douglas or Walter Cardwell
at P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN.

The church in mission and service in the Carib-
bean will be studied by participants in a
summer Caribbean study tour sponsored by the
Division of Overseas Ministries of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Venezuela, Jamaica, Haiti and the Dominican
Republic will be visited during the tour de-
signed to acquaint Disciples with the cultures
of the four countries, to view the Caribbean
area through native eyes and to better under-
stand their problems, and to offer an oppor-
tunity to worship with Christians in different
settings.
The tour will be led by Ann Douglas, executive
secretary of the department of Latin America
and the Caribbean, and Dr. Walter D. Card-
well, executive secretary of the department
of interpretation.

"Juan Marcos Rivera will serve as resource

person in helping tourists relate to people in
the four countries and understand the existing
economic and political ties with North
America," said Miss Douglas.

Rivera, an ecumenical worker with the Provi-
sional Committee for Latin American Evange·
lical Unity, formerly served on the Disciples'
overseas staff in Paraguay and Venezuela.

The study group will leave Miami, Fla., June
18, with six days spent in Venezuela, three in
Jamaica, two each in Haiti and the Dominican
Republic with return to Miami July 2.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ)
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206
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ONTHE
BLACK

CHURCH
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Office of the Administrative Secretary Indianapolis, Indiana

It is impossible for all one
million plus members of the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) to attend the Gen-
eral Assembly, be on the
General Board or actually go
everywhere in North Ameri-
ca and five other continents
where Disciples of Christ

i should have a presence. But

there are w.ays toGET INTO THE ACTION.
For every concerned Black Disciple of Christ this is a must because the Church cannot

be wholly Church without your presence and participation. God has given you gifts to
share which only you can share.

Jesus commissioned you to "Go ... and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob-
serve all that ... " he has "commanded." He promised to be "with you always," (Matth-
ew 28: 19-20) but as the membership has grown beyond the small band of his Disciples,
ways had to be found to make the wider Christian witness and responsible presence-
to GET INTO THE ACTION.

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) operates on the representative principle.
This enables you and all members of the Church to get involved for Christ's sake.

"As a member of the whole body of Christ, every person who is or shall become a
member of a recognized congregation of the Christian Church thereby holds member-
ship in the region in which that congregation is located and in the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. "(See section II of the "Design for the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)."

The General Assembly which normally meets "every second year" to "plan and con-
duct ... programs for worship, for the education of its members and for the transaction
of business ... ," provides for duly elected or appointed representatives of the Church
to act on policies, programs, reports and resulutions. (Note section III of the "Design.")

Continues on Page 2



GET INTO the ACTION continued
Through the preface of the "DESIGN"

our Church officially testifies that "in the
fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit
we are joined to one another in brotherhood
and obedience to Christ ... Transcending all
barriers within the human family such as race
and culture, the church manifests itself in or-
dered communities of disciples bound to-
gether for worship, for fellowship and for
service ... " ,

Black Disciples have a particular responsi-
bility for reminding the Church of this com-
mitment under God in Christ. But beyond
that to put their bodies, their talents and their
influences on the line for Christ's sake and
His Church by GETIING INTO THE ACTION.

Make a personal witness. Help meet mission
needs. Accept opportunities to serve. Make
your individual presence for Jesus Christ felt
wherever you are.

For example, here are some ways you can
GET INTO THE ACTION without being a
delegate to the Assembly or a member of a
committee, commission, or board:

• Send human and/or financial resources
where you can't go. Lay leaders, mission
workers and pastors need this support.

• Give constructive advice and ideas to those
persons who represent you on committees,
commissions and boards.

• Encourage such representatives to report in
person and have dialogue with your congre-
gation or concerned church groups.

• Engage your church group and/or official
board in a study of recommendations to be
presented to a regional or general church
assembly.

• Support the sending of delegates from your
congregation to regional and general assem-
blies with the instruction to express the
mind of the congregation on selected busi-
ness matters.

• Be open and willing to be an active member
of a committee, commission or board when-
ever appointed or elected. Black Disciple and
other racial minority in-put and inter-action
is needed in the Church. Every Church lead-
er should not rest until this condition be-
comes reality.

• Encourage the congregation to which you

belong to put "flesh and bone" on official
policies and programs proposed by the Church
-both regional and general.

The local congregation is the first place for
acting out Christian faith and work.

GET INTO THE ACTION-W.K.F.

Disc'pli-S ahd
The Princjpalitje~

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Ephesians
6: 12 that "we are not contending against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities, against
the powers, against the world rulers of this pre-
sent darkness ... "

Multi-national corporations (i.e. General
Motors; Ford; General Electric; Goodyear;
Standard Oil of California, Caltex, etc.) who
operate in places like the Republic of South
Africa are often times aligned with such "prin-
cipalities" and "powers."

Thus, according to General Counsel of the
Christian Church, Wade D. Rubick, during the
last five years Disciples of Christ have spon-
sored or co-sponsored, "shareholder resolu-
tions" with eight multi-national corporations
which have contributed to improved socio-eco-
nomic conditions among poor and exploited
peoples throughout the world.

Attorney Rubick, who represents Disciples
of Christ in this prophetic work, states that
these resolutions "have been as diversified as
requesting Texaco to terminate its operations
in South Africa to asking information on any
political involvement, and contributions, if
any, by International Telegraph and Telephone
in Chile."

Withdrawal of operations in the Republic

UP-DATE VOL.3/4 March/April, 1977

NATIONAL CONVOCATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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of South Africa has also been requested of
Ford and Standard Oil of California "unless
and until the South African government has
committed itself to ending the legally en-
forced form of racism called apartheid."

The shareholder resolutions call for the
South African government to take "meaning-
ful steps toward the achievement of full poli-
tical, legal and social rights for the majority
population (African, Asian, Coloured).

In March, 1977, the Disciples of Christ, in
concert with eight Protestant and Catholic
stockholders, moved the General Motors Cor-
poration to cease its expansion in South Africa
until "the country finds a solution to its social
problems that is 'just and equitable' to all
racial groups." Thus GM became the first
multi-national corporation, according to Tim-
othy Smith, director of the Interfaith Center
for Corporate Responsibility, to link "its
business future in South Africa with social and
political conditions there ... "

JOlacK
Chap(t\i~Caucos

A task group of 25 Black Chaplains was re-
cently convened by the Chief of Chaplains, U.S.
Air Force, at Bolling AFB, Washington, D.C.
This group worked through a series of state-
ments identified by a planning committee of
Black Chaplains as needing clarification. Assist-
ing them in this process was Dr. Lawrence N.
Jones, Dean of the School of Religion, Howard
University, Washington, D.C. who served as a
resource leader for the group. The following
statements were addressed by the group after
an introductory presentation by Dr. Jones.

1. The Role of the Minority Chaplains as
perceived by self, peers.

2. The Institutional Expectations of the
Minority Chaplains.

3. The Role of Worship in Meeting the
Needs of a Pluristic Community.

Some of the conclusions reached by the
group were: Black Chaplains are willing and
capable to assist all persons in meeting their
"meetable" needs insofar as they will allow
them to do so. They acknowledge their Black
cultural heritage and felt a responsibility to
the Black community, but that their ministry
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is to people of all faith backgrounds.

Among the several needs identified within
the multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-denomina-
tional society in which they serve were:
Acceptance, Affirmation, Variety of worship
experiences, Ethnic participation in the total
worship experience, Personal involvement on
part of all, and A total religious educational
opportunity for children/youth/adults.

One of the highlights of the week was the
tour of the Pentagon and an informal dia-
logue with General David C. Jones, Chief of
Staff, U.S. Air Force.

Staff Wanted
The Interreligious Foundation for Com-

munity Organization has announced the posi-
tion of Staff Associate for Education and Train-
ing. This position is described below. If you are
aware of persons who might qualify, please
have them send a resume to Mr. Ellsworth G.
Stanton, Assistant General Secretary for Per-
sonnel and Services (OPS), Room 520, 475
Riverside Dr., New York, New Yor 10027.

Staff Associate for Eduation and
Training, Division of Church &
Society.
Salary Range: $14,100 - $16,900
The incumbent identifies sources
which impede people's develop-
ment and fulfillment, and creates
training and action programs with
churches and communities com-
mitted to changing present op-
presive systems. Sensitive to the
class, racial/cultural and sexual
differences within the churches
and the wider society, he/she de-
velops resources and networks of
communication, including neces-
sary research, experimentation and
testing with churches and com-
munities of various change-pro-
ducing and learning opportuni-
ties. As a member of the Division
collegial staff, the incumbent ex-
changes program reports and
counsels with other staff members,
and participates in overall Division
planning, program development,
budget building and control.



The two most important women in the life of newly installed pastor Clarence Johnson, United Church,
Jackson, Mississippi, smile proudly at the conclusion of the event. At the left is Pastor Johnson with his
mother from Greenwood, Mississippi. On the right Mrs. Reubena Fox presents the pastor's wife, Pamela,
a token in behalf of the National Convocation Ministers Wivesgroup in Indianapols.

Principals in the Willie Sims installation service at Fifth Church, Cleveland, Ohio gather around the new
pastor and his wife, Lovenia. Left to right, Earl Lawson, Arthur Lewis, James Moak, William Fox, the
Sims, Anita Pettigrew, George A. Frazier and Carlzo Cardwell.



Willie J. Sims
March 13, 1977, Willie J. Sims of Louisville,

KY was installed as the pastor of Fifth Chris-
tian Church in Cleveland, OH. Dr. James A.
Moak, moderator of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) brought the installation mes-
sage and Dr. William K. Fox, Assistant to the
General Minister and President, of the Christian
Church, conducted the installation ritual. Mrs.
Reubena Fox presented Mrs. Sims a special ci-
tation and gift in behalf of the Ministers Wives
Fellowship of the National Convocation. Dr. William C. Howland Jr.

The historic "national church" in Washing-
James W. Smedley ton, D.C. of the 1.3 million member Christian

March 13, 1977, James W. Smedley of De- Church (Disciples of Christ) installed a new
troit, MI was installed as the pastor of Willow pastor May 14 and 15 with top denomination-
Street Christian Church in Hannibal, MO. Dr. al executives and government officials taking
Raymond E. Brown, vice-president of the part.
Board of Church Extension, brought the morn- The National City Christian Church where
ing message. Ernest J. Newborn, Associate Re- President Lyndon B. Johnson was honorary
gional Minister for the Christian Church (Dis- elder and where his memorial services were
ciples of Christ) in Missouri, conducted the in- held, was built in 1930 in fulfillment of a
stallation ceremony. dream of one of the founders of the Discip-
Clarence L. Johnson les of Christ, Alexander Campbell.

March 27, 1977, Clarence L. Johnson, Jr. Dr. William C. Howland Jr., former de-
was installed as pastor of the United Christian puty general minister of the Disciples was in-
Church in Jackson, MS. Aaron Johnson, a bro- stalled as senior minister of the church on
ther of the new minister and pastor of Disciple Thomas Circle, six blocks from the White
congregations in Greenwood and West Point, House.

Howland installation processional assemblesat National City Church. Left to right: K.L. Teegarden, General Minister
and President; E.L.R. Elson, Chaplain for U.S. Senate; W.C. Howland Jr., Minister installed; W.K. Fox, Assistant to the
General Minister and President;J.F. Hotchkin, U.S. Bishops Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs ..•.
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MS. brought the message. Dr. William K. Fox,
Assistant to the Gene'ral Minister and Presi-
dent of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) addressed the afternoon installation
service. William McKnight, Regional Minister
for the Mississippi Christian Churches, and
Thomas N. Walker, former associate regional
minister, gave charges to the new minister and
lay leaders, repectively.
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New Jersey, East Orange. . .Momemtum given
the Park Avenue Church by the Diamond Ju-
bilee Celebration held last Fall, continues to
move the church ahead, even as the search goes
on for a new minister.
Missouri, Kansas City ... West Paseo Church
sponsored "A Recognition Service and Recep-
tion" honoring Dr. M.M. Queen, retiring Min-
ister of Music, March 20, 1977. Dr. Queen had
held this position in the congregation from
1932 to 1977. Brother King David Cole is the
minister.
Illinois, Chicago ... Highlights of the current
year thus far at the Parkway Garden Church
have included sponsoring a third Johnson Pub-
lishing Company subscription project and "A
Tribute to Earlie P. Byrd" recognition service
"For faithful service as a choir director and
deacon." Brother John R. Fowlkes is the min-
ister.
Missouri, Kansas City ... First Christian Church
held a mini-pre-Easter revival April 1 and 2 with
AR EA associate minister James Blair as the
preacher. Reports indicate a spiritually enrich-
ing meeting. Don and Carol Albright are co-pas-
tors of First Church.
Ohio, Cincinnati. .. H. Marcetta Smith of Fifth
Christian Church reports sending copies of the
"Black Disciples of Christ Legacy Series" to
Chicago where church leaders, belonging to the
congregation led by National Baptist Conven-
tion, Inc. President Joseph Jackson, used them
in Sunday School. The youth of Fifth Church
used the series during Black History week and,
according to Mrs. Smith, Raymond Walters
College, a branch of the University of Cincin-
nati, will be using the series in their study
courses.

The first national Black Church Educators'
Event emphasizing the "role of the minister and
other supportive leaders in the church" will be
held June 9 - 11, 1977 in Missions Building,
Indianapolis, IN.

Discussions and workshop will revolve
around presentations made by Dr. C.T. Vivian,
founder and president of the Seminary Without
Walls, Shaw Divinity School, Shaw University,
Raleigh N.C.

Workshops will also focus on curriculum and
Black Church, Christian Education: Shared
Approaches (CE:SA), Black Church History/
Black Disciples History.

000 .
000 .

~co,f

Some time this August when you call some-
body in Missions Building, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, you will find communication vastly im-
proved.

The board of Christian Church Services, Inc.
has authorized the installation of an electronic
system, which will enable Missions Building
residents to:
-Touch-tone dial
-Dial long distance calls direct without opera-

tor assistance and have billing information
recorded automatically, saving money.

-Receive telephone calls at night on any instru-
ment in the building.

-Transfer a call within the building-or even to
another place-without the help of the in-
house operator.

-Add a third party to a telephone conversation
(set up a three-way conference)-again, with-
out operator assistance.

-Have calls forwarded to another station auto-
matically.

-Answer a phone ringing in the next office
simply by punching a pair of code numbers
on their touch-tone instrument.

-Know when there is another person trying to
get through to them while talking on the
telephone.

And so on and on. You all call-you hear?



During the 1977 Spring commencement
season, Black Disciples of Christ church leaders
who have given outstanding service to church
and communitY were recogniled with honorary
doctorate degrees and citations by Brotherhood
colleges. They were:
Robert Hayes Peoples of Indianapolis, IN by
Eureka College, Eureka, IL, May 8,1977. Dr.
Peoples, "Dean of Black Disciples of Christ
ministers," born in Hollywood, MS, 74 years
ago, climbed out of a poor Mississippi one-room
school house and into Southern Christian Insti-
tute-the former mission school operated by
the United Christian Missionary Society-Bat-
tling poverty but with a relentless drive to suc-
ceed, he worked his way to a B.A. degree in
1927 from Eureka with a major in Religious
Education and later (1928-34 summers) a
Masters degree from the DivinitY School of the
UniversitY of Chicago. He became head of the
department of rE'ligious education at Jarvis
Christian Institute (1927-1935); national sec-
retary of Negro work under the auspices of the
United Christian Missionary SocietY (1935-
1943); and pastor of Second Christian Church
in Indianapolis, IN (1943-1969).

Dr. Peoples also received an honorary degree
from Jarvis, May 15, 1977.
Raymond Brown of Indianapolis, IN by Jarvis
Christian College, Hawkins, TX May 15, 1977.
Dr. Brown is the first Black professional to be
employed by the Board of Church Extension of
the Disciples of Christ. Born in Little Rock,
AR, educated at Javis College and Drake Uni-
versity, Ray has served the church as a pas-
tor (Hannibal, MO), field worker (Piedmont
District of Virginia, North Carolina and W.
Virginia) and in key offices in the national or-
ganizational'structure of Black Disciples of
Christ. As a staff member of the Board of
Church Extension he has enabled predominant-
ly Black and Hispanic congregations to devel-
op their physical plants and program outlook
in a phenomenal way during the seven years he
has worked for the Board.

7.

P.C. Washington honored - During the May 15,
1977 commencement exercises at Jarvis Chris-
tian College, Dr. Peter C. Washington, of Los
Angeles, CA, former president of Jarvis. had
new Dormitory E building named for him in
honor of services he rendered the school. Dr.
Washington's liberal art work was done at Eur-
eka College; graduate education at the Univer-
sitY of Illinois, Urbana; and seminary prepara-
tion at the Pacific School of Religion, Berke-
ley, California.

Since retirement from the pastorate in Ber-
keley, where he organized the Second Christian
Church, which later became Grove Street. he
has had three interim ministries in metropoli-
tan Los Angeles.

Dr. Washington has been married to Rosea
Washington for 51 years. They are the parents
of three children-Marcella Elaine Hill, Ro-
wena Constance Washington and Peter C.
Washington, Jr.

The Annual Institute for Disciples of Christ
Ministers on the Eastern Seaboard was held
March 2-4. at the Goldsboro - Raleigh Institute
in Goldsboro, North Carolina with mainline
lecturer, Dr. Kenneth Earl Henry of the Inter-
denominational Theological Center of Atlanta,
leading more than 125 Black ministers for the
second consecutive year. The Theme was "Out
of Darkness Into Light" -Acts 26: 18.

The Third Annual Black Ministers Retreat, un-
der the cooperative sponsorship of the National
Convocation, Department of Ministry, and the
National Black Ministers Fellowship, was held
April 12-14, at the National CitY Christian
Church in Washington, D.C. Professors in the
School of Religion at Howard University and
Congressman-minister Walter Fauntroy of
Washington, were among the featured speakers.
A program presided over by Fellowship Presi-
dent Daniel Heath and coordinated by Dr.
William W. Hannah, executive secretary of the
department of evangelism and membership for
the general church, emphasized "Let our
Preaching resound the challenge and the
promise." More than 115 Black Disciples of
Christ ministers from 11 states were in atten-
dance.



Correction - Please
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~~WOi~'ons
T~r.JgE£2onfo'CommUn- 6.x., Crime

ity Organization (IFCO) is for the most part
going out of the "giant" business, and will in- 1=i hte Meet
~tead emphasize "technical aid" for commun- "g ~
Ity groups. ., ;:,

This decision was made by the directors of
the organization, founded in 1967 as an inde-
pendent corporation with interdenomination-
al support, and since last November a program
agency of the National Council of Churches.

In its early years, some IFCO grants to Af-
rican liberation groups generated a good deal of
controversy. Its board includes members of
community groups as well as funding denomi-
nations.

Last year's total budget of nearly $498,000
came from agencies of six denominations,
the YWCA, World Council of Churches, and ten
other organizations. Of that amount, $156,000
was for administration, $340,000 for designa-
ted grants, and the remainder for special pro-
grams.

Dr. Lucius Walker, the American Baptist
clergyman who heads the NCC Division of
Church and Society, said IFCO will send volun-
teer lawyers, accountants and other profession-
als to help community groups manage money,
apply for tax-exempt status, write foundation
proposals, or otherwise carry out their projects.

Mr. Walker said a major reason for the
change of emphasis is that "national church
agencies that were once reluctant to give money
directly to controversial community projects
are now willing to do so. They don't feel the
need to channel funds through IFCO as they
did in the 1960's. We see this as a sign of
(FCO's success."

He added that "repression of the Nixon era
had a chilling effect on community organizing.
Many programs went out of business, and many
of those existing have learned how to survive
without grants."

Among the 39 groups slated for IFCO tech-
nical assistance are a non-profit coal mine in
Appalachia, a Hawaiian community associa-
tion opposing eviction of poor farmers by
commercial developers, a black owned coopera-
tive farm, an anti-strip-mining group in Appala-
cia, and an organization trying to have the sov-
ereignty of the Choctaw Tribe recognized by
Mississippi.

A judge, a lawyer, several ministers and soc-
ial workers all agreed that many of the failures
in the U.S. criminal justice system are caused
by lack of community interest and involve-
ment.

"We know the answer to the crime prob-
lem," said George W. Crokett Jr., a Detroit Re-
corders Court judge. "We know what needs to
be done to stem increasing crime. But the
power structure is not interested in halting it."

Judge Crokett and eight other resource per-
sons addressed representatives of 17 projects
organized under church action for safe and just
communities, a program of the department of
church in society, Christian Church (Disciples
of Chirst). They were in Detroit for a three-
day project development meeting recently.

The projects deal with various phases of
crime ranging from school dropouts and juven-
ile delinquency to drug abuse, prison ministry
and the use of ex-offenders as youth counsel-
ors. All are attempting to get their communi-
ties involved.

Gerald Cunningham, Disciples' director of
human rights and criminal justice who in 1976
assisted in the development of the projects,
chaired the meeting. Lamar Clark, minister of
United Church, was host.

Program participants visited the Wayne
County Jail, Recorders Court and the Equal
Justice Council. They also heard presentations
by Volunteers in Probation, an agency seeking
to develop a one-on-one relationship with of-
fenders and delinquents, and by LaCasa, an
agency dealing with Latino Adolescents and
their families in the Detroit area.

Star Supporter Donor List - The report given
in the Jan/Feb 1977 issue omitted the follow-
ing:
Woodland Ave.Church, Columbus,OH,$220.oo
Grove Park Church, Goldsboro, NC, $25.00



....... Flash Backs
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Minister's
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9.
William Hannah, coordinator for the Event, flanked on his rightby his wife, Vivian,
and on his left, Congressman, Walter Fauntroy of the District of Columbia, Wednes-
day evening Keynoter ..•••.

A team of five young people from Jarvis College, drove all the way to Washington
to attend. Below two take part in a discussion ..•••.
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~ Lawrence N. Jones, dean of the Sch
Religion at Howard University, was 0
five major presenters to the more than
Black Disciples of Christ ministers. J
said "a good preacher knows about
world, where the people live and the
guage they speak, wrestles with the Bi
recovers the history of Black people
holds a revised view of Revelation. "

A study group convened by Emmett
Dickson and Thomas J. Griffin iH'e held
rapt attention by principal lecturer John
Eubanks, (with arm raised) professor of
history of religion in the School of Relig'
Howard University ..•.
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•. The melodius voice of Mrs. Samuel Pleasant of Dallas, TX, was an example of the several
worship and devotional features sprinkled throughout the Retreat.

Everyone could have a say in the "pow-wow" groups. Above Ted Dickason of Saginaw,
T MI gets his time as R.L. Saunders of Brooklyn, N. Y. (to Dickason's left) and others listen.
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Jarvis Christian College, Hawkins, Texas

Jarvis Christian College granted degrees to
93 students during spring commencement Sun-
day, May 15 at 5:00 P.M. on the campus lawn.
Dr. A.R. Lewis, Academic Dean at Jarvis, as-
sisted President Earl W. Rand in the conferring
ritual.

Charles H. Webb, Sr., minister of the Park
Manor Christian Church, Chicago, Illinois, and
former staff member of the United Christian
Missionary Society, delivered the Baccalaureate
Sermon. Pastor Webb also received an honorary
Doctor of Divinity Degree. Dr. Webb served as a
pastor in Winston Salem, N.C., and Tulsa, OK,
prior to becoming the National Director of
Evangelism and Membership Development for
the former National Christian Missionary Con-
vention and the United Christian Missionary
Society. He has been minister at Park Manor
Church for nearly 20 years.

Dr. Frank Rose, member of the Trustee
Board of Jarvis and President of University
Associates of Washington, D.C. was the com-
mencement speaker.

Dr. Rose, one of the newly elected members
of the Jarvis Trustee Board, is the past presi-
dent of the University of Alabama during the
time that Governor Wallace blocked the doors
to prevent desegregation.

He is an ordained minister in the Disciples
of Christ and served as a minister, a college ad-
ministrator, a professor of Religion and on nu-
merous Boards of Directors. He was elected to
the Hall of Fame for Great Americans and has
served as an Army advisor for ROTC Affairs.
He was Chairman of the Board for the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point.

Other Black Disciple Church leaders honored
during the Commencement Exercises by having
new buildings named in their honor were, the

late Rev. William Alphin, Sr., and his wife, the
late Mary Alphin of St. Louis, MO. Elder Al-
phin was one of the pioneer leaders who aided
in the organization of the National Christian
Missionary Convention in 1917. He served that
organization during its formative years. Pastor
Alphin was one of the early State Evangelists
in the midwest and served as minister of con-
gregations in Kansas City and St. Louis.

Mrs. Alphin was instrumental in organizing
the Black Disciple women of Texas to raise the
first money for the purchase of land which
eventually became the campus of Jarvis Chris-
tian College.

Elbie C. Titus of Dallas, Texas also had a
new building named in her honor. Mrs. Titus,
an ordained minister of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) for more than 40 years, has
been a leader in the regional life of the church
and a constant supporter of national work
among both black Disciples of Christ and the
whole church. In spite of the fact that she has
reached the promised "three score years and
ten," she attends all major regional, national
and international gatherings of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). She is a member
of the Romine Christian Church in Dallas-a
congregation founded by her brother, the late
Elder L.H. Crawford. Cant. Pg. 13

Dr. T. Garrott Benjamin, Jr. (Left), Senior
Minister at Second Christian Church recently
presented a check for $1000 to Dr. E.W. Rand
(Center), President of Jarvis Christian College.
Mr. J. T. Fowler (Right), Chairman of the EI-
der Board at Second Christian and a former
alumni of Jarvis was also on hand.


